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When it legalized abortion in 1973, the Supreme Court made it
possible for women with unwanted pregnancies to obtain safe,
sanitary and compassionate medical help. Nearly six years later,
one out of every 11 women of reproductive age—5 million
nationwide, 200,000 in Illinois—has had an abortion. In Illinois
woefully little is being done to guarantee these women competent
medical care during abortions, During a five-month investigation,
The Sun-Times, aided by a civic watchdog group, the Better

- . Government Assn., documented how dangerous, inept and illegal
practices flourish inside four Chicago abortion clinics in flagrant
defiance of state licensing and inspection laws, and accepted

, medical standards. We called the people who run these clinics The

Abortion Profiteers. Inside is our series of reports, the reaction it

ignited and comment from the editors and readers.
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Told by court to stop
playing doctor,
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By Pamela Zekman-
and Pamela Warrick
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Meet the biggest profiteers of Chica-
g0's multimillion-dollar abortion business.
One used to sell cars, Another sold caz-
tets. Two sold “welfare” medicine. They
tl jumped on the bandwagon to make a
dilling, selling abortions on the Magnifi-
:ent Mile,

During a five-month investipation of
-hicago’s legalized abortion trade, Tha
sun-Timas and Better Govermment Assn.
dentified the men who run the fpur
Alchigan Av. abortion mills. And, work-
1g undercover, we watched how they do

DR. ARNOLD BICKHAM
the most notorious
ohysician in this city.”

5 {E

‘They pay high
rents for fancy ad-
dresses,  but cut
corners on patisnt

g care. Thay stay in.
@ranl ¢4  business by siay-
THE ABORTION ing a step ahead

PROFITEERS of the law.’

They pay high rents for fancy address-
s, but cut corners on patient care. They
ignore laws, but slip through cracks iv
the system with savvy defenses. They
stay in the business by staving a step
ahead of the law.

For the profiteers, abortion is big busi-

Laiey

CUFFORD JOSEFIK

He sells: trucks, condos,
land—and abortions.

ATIPETEI Y,

BJ

ness. It's where big bucks are made.

In the days to come, this newspaper
will expose the dangerous and sometimes
illegal medical practices uncovered in
clinics owned or operated by these
men—men who make their profits from
women’s pains:

¢ Dr. Arnold Bickham, by his own admis-
sion the “most notorious physician in this
city.” He operates three clinics in two
states—at the moment, all without state
licensés. He apparently subsidizes his
Water Tower Reproductive clinic payroit
by defrauding the federal government of
job-training funds,

2 Kenneth Yellin, who switched from
selling luxury cars to selling economy

Mortician-school dropout
brings clinic back to life.

DR. REGALADO S. FLORENDO
Accused by state of mas-
sive Medicaid rip-off,

Second In a series

 abortions when abortions were legalized

in 1973. In 1974, a court ordered him to
stop pretending he was a doctor,

s Clifford Josefik, Yellin's fast-talking
partner at Biogenetics Ltd., 520 N. Michi-
gan. What the people want, Josefil
sells—pollution control, condominiums,
land, trucks and abortions,

® Dr. Regalado 8. Florendo, a former
South Side “welfare specialist” now
prospering on Michigan Av. He runs one
of the busiest clinics In the city, While
state investigators probe charges of fraud

Turn to Page 8

Thompson to name task force to fight abuses; Page 10
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Better Government Assn. investigators, working undercover in abortion clinics and counseling services, provided eyewitness accounts

By 1978, abortion—although still en-
gulfed by controversy and under lepisla-
live attack—was a big business in Illi-
nois. Most of the business—60,000
pperations in 1977—helonged to small,
profit-oriented clinics set up solely to
perform abortions. Some offered “lunch-
hour” abortions and promoted “discount
days." ‘ C

The clinics had stepped into a void cre-
ated by the reluctance of most hospitals
to provide inexpensive abortions on a
iarge scale. After hearing an alarming
number of complaints, The Sun-Times
and the Better Government Assn. set out
to determine whether in filling the void,

the clinics stayed within the bounds of

state regulations and accepted medical
practices.

Our purpose was not to re-examine the
morality of abdrtion—we favor legaliza-
tion—but to determine whether ‘women
were receiving the safe, competent care
the Supreme Court had determined was
their legal right. .

We found that in a startling number of
cases, they were not.

Working undercover in six -clinics, we
witnessed in four of them haphazard, un-
sterile and illegal medical procedures and
conditions. We unmasked incompetent
and unqualified doctors who performed
abortions without anesthetic. We discov-
ered that sometimes it didn’t matter
whether women were pregnant, they
were sold abortions anyway. We unrav-
eled the cozy relationship between some
clinics and various abortion “counseling”
services.

Our revelations—pachkaged as a series
we called The Abortion Profiteers—
prompted an immediate respofise on sev-
eral fronts. Within two weeks, two clin-

ics were closed, a doctor’s license was re-

voked, a county criminal investigation
was launched and & governor's task force
was appointed to re-evaluate the state's
regulation and licensing of abortion clin-
ics and counselors.

This special reprint presents all our
findings, and includes accounts of the re-
action which make us hopeful of genuine
reform and regulation.

—THE EDITORS

Over a five-month period, Sun-Times
reporters Pamela Zekman and Pamela
Warrick interviewed scores of patients,
doctors, state and federal officials and
abortion experts for The Abortion Profi-
teers series. In addition, they co-ordinat-
ed the undercover efforts of four Better
Government Assn. investigators (above)
who obtained jobs in abortion clinics and
wbortion counseling services to get other-
vise unavailable insights into their oper-
itions.

Zekman and Warrick are both exper-
xnced investigative reporters with many
rofessional honors and awards.

Zekman, a native Chicagoan and 1965
raduate of the University of California,
as shared in two Pulitzer Prizes. With
‘her Sun-Times reporters, she has pro-
1ced major series on abuses in a retard-
I children’s home, the currency ex-
tange industry amd the baby-selling
cket.

Before beginning work on The Abor-
tion Profiteers, Zekman headed a Sun-
Times and Better Government Assn, in-
vestigation into private and public cor-
ruption in Chicago that received world-
wide attention. In that series, “The
Mirage,” The Sun-Tinies and BGA owned]
a neighborhood tavern to document.
shakedowns by city officials and tax-
skimming by businessmen.

Before joining The Sun-Times in
March, 1978, Warrick, a 1969 graduate:
of Lake Forest College, investigated locali
corruption for Newsday in Long Island.
One series on a county-owned airport re-
sulted in the indictment of the airport:
cominissioner.

After joining The Sun-Times, Warrick;
worked undercover as a substitute teach--
er in Chicago public schools. Her result-
ing series, ‘*Undercover Teacher,” de-
scribed in dramatic detail the problems:
confronting Urban educators.

e

PAMELA WARRICK

About the reprint

The Abortion Profiteers series is re-
printed here much as it was originally
presented in The Sun-Times during
November and December, 1978. In ad-
dition, as much as possible, reaction
stories and editorials are placed in the

conlext of the series. Sun-Times copy
editors May Goldberg, Yarry Schaudt
and Charles Swening § and Sun-
Timesman Gene Mustail ,dited the se-
ries. Mustain edited am fesigned the

reprint.
]
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abortions.’

PROFITEERS

',Cont!nucd from Page 3

but to sell abortions with sophisticated
pitches and deceptive profhises.

WHILE WOMEN SEEKING abortions still
carl find competent and compassionate medi-
cal care at a number of Chicago’s 13 clinics,
investigators working undercover in {our
Michigan Av. clinies have exposed a grim—
and sometimes grisly—side to the legal abor-
tion trade.

In the days to come, this newspaper will
document how women gre deceived,
maitned, crippled and even killed by abortion
profiteers.

Reporters and researchers worked in siy
- clinics where more than half of the 60,000

- abortions in Illinois clinics were performed
last year, according to state records and
BGA estimates. In four of those clinics,
women's reproductive systems—indeed,
their very lives—are endangered every day.

Those four clinics, according tp the BGA
estimate, gccount for more than one out of
every three abortions performed last year in
the state. The four are:

@ Water Tower Reproductive Center Ltd.,
840 N. Michigan.

e Biogenetics Ltd., 320 N. Michigan,
e Chicago Loop Mediclinic, 316 N. Michigan.

o Michigan Avenue Medical Center, 30 S.
Michigan.

We also looked inside abortion referrai
services and a laboratory that does work for
two of the four Michigan Av. clinics.

According to the nation's most reliable re-
cord-keeping agencies, at least 5 million
women in the United States have obtained
legal abortions since 1973. That is 1 out of
Bvery 11 women of reproductive nge in the
country, '
~ In that time, more than 200,000 women
‘have had abortions in Illinois, state health
officials say. Because of the high cost of hos-
pital care, the moral controversy surround-
ing abortion and the 1973 state law prohibit-
ing doctors from performing abortions in
their offices, state records show that more
than 80 per cent of Illinois’ abortions last
year were performed in clinics.

The clinics are licensed and inspected by
the Illinois Department of Public Health. But,
aur investigation showed, the state's regula-
sion of these clinics is so slipshod that at

east two clifics have been permltted to op- "

rrate without valid licenses.

The health department allowed a third
JJinic to open even while another state agen-
'y was amassing evidence that the clinic

‘Look, no mat-
ter how you put it,
we're in the busi
ness of selling

s

WOMEN SEEKING abertions can still find competent care, but many
ore deceived ond crippled by abortion profiteers and their lock af con-
cern for patient care and comfart. At Biogenetics, Lid., where obove
photagraph was token, o irembling 14-year-old girl was hustled fram’

Bring on the reforms—an editorial on
Page 10.

owner had charged the lllinois Department
of Public Aid for “abortions™ on women who
were not pregnant.

Although the department can gquote statis-
tics on the age, race and marital status of ev-
ery woman who has received an abortion
since 1973, it does not even know how many
have died from their abortions.

But from federal sources, court suits and
our own investigation, we learned that at
least 12 women apparently have died follow-
ing abortions in Illinois clinics—twe of them
gfter abortions in cllnics we investigated.

‘Most of the state's clinics are in Chicago,
and their clientele, according to state statis-
tics, is as diverse as the city.

Some of those seeking abortions are chil-
dren—as young as 10 years old. Others are
grandmothers. But most are in their early
205, single and seeking their first abortion.

Some are affluent. Others are poor. Some
pay the $150 to $250 abortion fee in cash.
Others use bank credit cards and some, on
welfare, pay with their Medicaid cards.

WHATEVER THEIR reasons—health,
money, career—they all want medically safe
abortions. And many don't know where to
turn.

Some eventually turn to newspaper ads—
the ones that ran in bold type at the back of

A five-month Investigation by The Sun-
Times and the Better Government Assn,
has disclosed fraud and other abuses in
some referral agencies and clinics provid-
ing abortion services in Chicago.

These findings are documented in the ac-
vompanying stories and others to foliow.
The Sun-Times series also will report on
clinics and hospitals where safe and com-
passionate medical care for women is
wailable. - .

But this newspaper las decided that it
:annot determine safe and sanitary condi-

-son, 322-4240, :

rre

tions at all the abortion counseling services
and'clinics which advertised in our classified
pages. Thus we are ceasing publication of
such advertisements at this time.

Reliable abortion counseling should be
obtainable from family physicians. Other
organizations that are prepared to respond
to women's health guestions are:

® Planned Parenthood Assn., 55 E. Jack-

® Health Evaluation Referral
2757 N. Seminary, 248-0166.

Service,

L P

the classified sections of this newspaper and
others. (See accompanying note o readers
on this page.)

Although there are dozens of phone num-
bers listed for abortion information and re-
ferrals, most of them ring at the same few
places. In this newspaper alone, the Water
Tower clinic ran nine different ads a day,
with nine different numbers and nine differ-
ent names.

At clinics such as Water Tower, the tele-
phone is the most valuable single tool of the
abortion trade. .

At the Chicago Loop Mediclinic, which ran

CF

Copyright, 1978, The Chicage Sua-Times; Sun-Times Pholo by Perry €, Riddle
the recovery raom so the clinic could clase. When on undercover BGA
investigator searched for a ploce for her to lie down, the investigator
was fold: "'Don’t put her in bed. They've all besn made up. . . and yau
can't mess them up again.”

'He didn’t wait five minutes. He
started right in. | was screaming,
and squirming all over the table. |
asked him to stop until the anes-
thetic took effect. . . .’

three ads under three different names, an ad-
ministrator told women answering phones:
“We have to corral the patients, . . . Our fis-
cal year ends in September, so go the extra
mile.”

FOR THEIR EXTRA efforts, clinic work-
ers get $5 cash bonuses for each abortion
they sell over the phone.

Other ads promoted hot lines and referral
services that steer patients only to clinics
that give them a cut of the abortion fee.

At a referral service that operates three
hot lines, undercover BGA investigator Julia
Rockler was admonished for not selling hard
enough while working as an employe there.

“Look,"” said hot-line operator Valerie
McCullough, “no matter how you put it,
we're in the business of selling abortions.
- .. Use a positlve approach. It's not, ‘Do you
want a termination, but when?' "

To make sure their telephone sales force is
positive enough, McCullough and her twin
sister, Victoria Sanders, who runs a compet-
ing hot line, pay commissions. They seil
abortions like other hucksters sell food
ireezer plans or slick magozines.

Saturday is the busiest day of the week at

the Michigan Av, abortion clinics.

Patients may wait hours in crowded wait-
ing rooms just to get to the reception desk to
pay their fees, before sitting down again to
wait for consent papers and other forms.

The patient may be greeted by a clinic
“counselor.” Under state regulations, clinics
are required to counsel abortion patients.
Some clinics take time with patients to
probe their motives, fears and misgivings.

But some of the Michigan Av. clinics make
a mockery of their mandate. At least one of-
fers no counseling at all. Others make feeble
attempts at counseling groups of 10 or more
in three minutes or less.

AT THE BIOGENETICS clinic, BGA inves-
tigator Michelle Young was ordered by her
supervisor to stop counseling a distraught
patient and get back to the reception desk.

“We don't have time for {counseling],”
the supervisor snid. “We’'re much too busy.”

When staff members do have time to talk
to patients, they are under orders not to say
anything to scare the women away.

“Don’t tell them it hurts,’”" our undercover
counselor was told, “Don't.answer too many
questions because the patient gets too ner-
vous, and the next thing you know they'll be
oui the door.”

Are they pregnant?

In the mills on the Magnificent Mile,
women may never know. Only a careful in-
ternal examination by a doctor and carefully
controlled laboratory tests on samples of the
woman's utine can confirm pregnancy.

But some doctors begin abortions without
telling patients whether they are pregnant.
And at the Water Tower clinic, employes
who tell patients the resuits of their preg-
nancy tests rislc losing their jobs.

When tests are inconclusive at quality
clinics, patients are asked to come back later
for more tests. But at Water Tower and Bio-
genetics, employes may withhold pregnancy-
test results and sell the confused women a
procedure to extract the menstrual blood—
or worse, an unnecessary “abortion”—"just
to be safe.”

LAB TECHNICIANS in some clinics com-
plain thal they have so many tests to per-
Turn to Pagg 5
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Continued from i’nge 4

form, they can't wait the two minutes it
takes to obfain results.

At Blogenetics, our investigalor saw the
clinic thrown into chaos when doctors dis-
covered they'd already performed at least
two abortions on women who were not
pregnant. )

They blamed their “mistakes” on the lab
technician, who attributed his errors to the
crush of patients and “one helluva hang-
over.”

2 [ ]

Belore any surgical procedure—inciuding
abortion—a patient’s vital signs should be
measured. Breathing rates, heartbeat, blood
pressure and body temperature are measured

_to help a doctor decide if the patient can tol-
erate an abortion or other operation.

But on the abortion assembly lines, the
workers invent the vital signs. Measuring
them takes too much time, BGA investigator
Julianne Felkner learned that during her
first day as a nurse's aide at the Michigan
Avenue Medical Center. Do I take pulse and
respiration?”’ she asked.

“No,” said the nurse. "That's not neces-
sary. Just put whatever you feel like [on the
patient c¢hart].” But keep it in a normal
range—"88 to 88 for pulse. . . anywhere be-
tween 16 and 20 for respiration.”

Alter surgery, vital signs are even more
crucial. A high temperature could mean in-
fection. A weak heartbeat could mean shock.
At the Michigan Avenue Medicat Center, pa-
tients' temperatures weren't taken for weeks
because the batteries in the recovery-room
thermometers were dead. But even alter the
batteries were replaced, temperatures still
were not taken for two days.

< 0' L]
Sterile conditions also are important.

They're not. easy to maintain when doctors
are shuttling 90 women in and out of as few

By Karen Koshner
and Pamela Zel'man

A Cook County grard jury has suhpenaed
the records of at least pae abortion clinic in
reaction o findings ¢ fraud and medical
abuse uncovered by TYé Sun-Times and Bet-
ter Government A= during a [ive-month
investigatlion, -it_was learned.

State’s Atty. Bernard Carey declined to
comment on the action, noting thal, “The
matter is hefore a grand jury.”

Meanwhile, Dr. Patricia Nolan, depoty di-
rector of the fllinois Department of Puhlic
Health, officially denied published reports in
mother nesvspaper ol an agency “‘crack-
lown" on abortion clinics.

She said she will be [ollowing the Sun-
‘imes and BGA disclosures closely to deter-
nine if the findings indicate additional tegis-
ation and regulation are needed.

CAREY HMAS ASSIGNED at leagl lwo as-
istant state’s attornevs working under the
spervision of Thomas Burnham, chiel ‘of
vecial prosecutions, to follow up on disclo-
tres that women have been victimized hy
inperous medical practices and frawd in
wortion clinics and referral apencies.

As part of Carev's investigation the grand
ry has subpenaed the medical records of
izens of patients at one of the biggest clin-
5 pperating on Michigan Av. The clinic is
e of four where Sun-Times reporters and
3A investipators worked undercover as
adical assistanls, nurses’ aides and
unselors.

Dr. Nolan said the departiment has “hegun
scussing revising™ state standards for abor-
n clinics, pointing out that the agency
1ay have underestimated what it 1akes to
1 a weli-functioning clinic” when the reg-

‘The doctors
race each other.
Especially on Sat-
urdays, they com-
pete to see who
can get the most
patients done.’

THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

" as two procedure rooms a day.

In one clinic, the procedure rooms were
cleaned between operations by wiping up
the blood with wet Kleenex.

On some days in the Michigan Avenue
Medical Center, there isn't even time for
that. Investigator Felltner reported:

“I tried to get the blood off the floor from
the first girl. While I was bent over trying to
wipe it up, the next girl was brought in.
There was still this bloody towel on the ta-
ble. I hoped she wouldn't see it...."

Even the doctors don’t have time to clean
up themselves in some clinics. Investigator
Mindy Trossman watched Dr. Arnold Bick-
ham go from one abortion to the next at his
Water Tower clinic without washing his
hands or donning sterile gloves.

According to experts, a safe and relatively
pain-free abortion should take about 15 min-
utes from the time the doctor “meets the pa-
tient to the time the doctor completes the
procedure. [t is nol a complicated operation
and need not cause great pain. Some doctors
and patients have described the discomfort
as nothing greater than a cramping sen-
sation. ‘

Complications may occur even in abor-
tions performed by the best physicians, tak-

ulattons were first writlen in
abortions became legal.

“They are minimum standards and we are
finding that some clinics are meeting the
minimal standards but aren’t funclioning
properiy,” Dr. Nolan said. . .

1973 after

THE STATE LICENSES and regulates the
state's 24 abortion clinies: of which 13 are in
Chicago.

Dr. Nolan had told other newspapers in-
quiring about the abortion situation in 1li-
uois that the state has revoked the license of
one clinic, Water Tower Reproductive Cen-
ter Lid.. 840 N. Michipan, as parl of its rou-
tine enforcement program.

The Sun-Ttmes investigation will show
that the clinic is conlinuing lo operate with-
ovul a license. :

The Water Tower license was revoked
Sept. 25, but the state failed 10 make any
public announcement of the action and the
clinic owner, Dr. Arnold Biclkham, continued
to schedule and perforin ahortions. unaffect-
ed by the revocation.

DR. BICKHAM HAD NOT responded (o
the departmient action within (he [5 days al-
towed and his ficense was  considered
revoked.

The license was revoked because Dr. Bick-
ham has barred inspeclors from the clinig,
challenging their authority to regulate his
operation.

When ssked by a Sun-Times reporter on
Friday whether it wouldn't be appropriate to
inform the pubtie of the clinic's status, Dr.,
Nolun said, "As a general rule by the time
we revoke o license there has been a lot of
publicity aboul the [acility. In this case there
hasu'i been awy publicity so that might not
have heen a bad idea.”

o

. Capyrighl, 1§78, Tha Chicago 'Snu‘.n-Tirnes

Kirman

s Phoiv by Chuck

BORROWING a technigue ofien employed by merchants to hawk special deals or discount

gaods, on obortion referral agency uses o sound truck ta hype oborfions. Such cammercializa-
fion and other blatanily deceptive practices were widespread in referral agencies investigated

by The Sun-Times and the BGA.

ing the greatest care—but that is rare, medi-
cal experts say.

A doctor properly begins with a manual
examination of the woman's uterus to deter-
mine how long she has been pregnant. Using
an instrument resembling a shoe horn, the
physician opens the vagina for a clear view
of the cervix—the mouth of the womb.

The doctor grasps the cervix with a pair
of tongs and administers at least one pain-
killing injection lo the mouth of the womb
before beginning the actual abortion.

As the area grows numb, the doctor gen-

Dr. Nolan said the department had not
sent an inspector to the clinic since the revo-
cation to determine il il is still operating. 1f
such evidence was found, she said, it would
have to he turned over to the state's attor-
nev's office or the Ilinois Department of
Regisiration and Education. :

SHE SAID SOME of the guestions raised
hy The Sun-Times during an interview last
month had sparked consideration of changes
in department regulations and poticies.

“Some of the things which you delved into
I had not even considered,” Dr. Nolan said
Saturday. IFor example. she said, the depart-
ment could make better use of the statisties
it gathers os post-ahortion complications
which must be reported hyv clinics under
state law,

During the interview last month, Dr. No-
lan had conceded that the information is
only used [or stalistical purposes and was
not passed on to inspeciors as a barometer to
show which clinics may be experiencing
problems and need further investigation,

The investigation showed that the depart-
ment does not even know officially of any
abortion-refated deaths [rom patients treated
at clinics. The Sun-Times and BOA discov-
ered there mayv have been as many as 12
deaths following abortions since 1973 in [iti-
nois clinics.

OTHER REVISIONS 1he
considering, she said, are:
® More specilic requirenients for medical
personnel and counselors. The Sun-Times-
BGA investipation has found unirained and
unqualified personnel giving injections, [abri-
cating vital signs and performing medical
tasks, :

depuartment is

e Lasing up on some unnecessarily detailed
reguirernents for physical {acilities while

LA
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tly inserts a series of rods, each slightly
wider than the one before, to stretch the
mouth of the womb slowly open. Then the
doctor uses a vacuum-suction machine to re-
move the inner tissues of the womb—includs
ing the tiny fetus.

Finally, the doctor carefully scrapes re-
maining tissue [rom the uterine walls. Any
uncollected tissue could cause infection. I
the doctor is not careful, the womb may he
punctured, causing serious damage to it and
other organs.

Turn to Page §
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toughening up others. For example, the.stan»
dards are not strict enough concetning re.
covery room accommodations. The Suns
Times-BGA investigation found some clinics
with high volume have such small recovery
rooms that patients, stilt in pain, are forced
to leave within 15 minutes to make room for
the next patient, :

a Requiring ail clinics to perform microscop-
ic examinations of tissue removed from an
abortion. to assure that the procedure was
successful. Present law requires only that
the tissue be sent to a pathologist and per-
mits clinics to get by with the less expensive
analvses with the naked eye. Medical ex-
perts said such. tests are totally inadequate
and can endanger patients.

IT WAS ALSO learned that the Chicago
Board ol Heaith, which lost its authority to
regulate clinics in a court battle several
vears ago, has referred a complaint to the
state’s attorney’s office concerning- an at-
tempted illepal abortion performed at the
Michigan Avenue Medical Center, 30 §.
Michigan. ' .

Thal clinic, owned by Dr. Regalade Flar-
endo, is one of those investipated by The .
Sun-Times and BGA. Dr. Donald Dye, diregs
tor of maternal and infant care for the city
health department, said the clinic doctors at-
tempted to perform an abortion on a teens
ager who was 28 to 28 weeks pregnant.

State law prohibiis clinics from perform-
ing abortions on. wormen more than 12 weeks
pregnant.

‘Dr. Dye said the incident was reported o
the city health department by a hospital
where the girl was-rushed following the-at- -
tempted abortion. Her baby was born prema-
turely Oct. 2. S

4
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By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick
Copyright, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times

- They found Saral Hamilton in a shallow
grave at the edge of a Wisconsin meadow,

They found Cathy Martin in a shabby lit-
lsle building behind a convent on the North
ide.

Both were 18 years old. when they died.
For them, and thousands Jike them, lepalized
abortion came ‘too iate,

Although the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court de-
cision has not stopped women from dying
Trom abortions, legalization has been cred-

- Jted with reducing the. number of abortion-
related deaths by 40 per cent.

“While legally induced abortions should be
performed as safely as possible, It is crucial
we understand [that] illegal abortion is even
more hazardous,” said Dr, Willard Cates Jr.,
sbortion surveillance chiel of the National
Center for Disease Control.

e -] &

Sarah disappeared from her parents’ For-
€st Park home around Christmas, 1970. Cook
County sherl{f’s police believe she died a
short time'Jater—the victim of a syndicate of
abortionists who learned the trade while In
prison.

“These were professional stickup guys,”
sajd one detective, “full-time crooks and
thleves who decided abortions were more lu-
crative than holdups.” It was "one of your
clossier operations,” he added. The men
wore dark suits and carried black bags. They
hired a “nurse" to distinguish patients from

- police plants. '

They hopped from hotel to hotel and
charged whatever the market would bear, 1n
one 10-month stretch, they made $200,000.
They covered their trail by giving blood co-
sgulanis to hemorrhaging women. But they
stopped the bleeding only long enough to put
distance between the “doctors™ and their dy-
ing patients.

Sarah apparently died too soon. So they
took her o Wisconsin and buried her.

Cathy died more siowly. She had enough

ontinued from Page §
AT THE MICHIGAN AV, abortion mills,

wctors do all this in just two to five min- -

es. And, il his own records are to be be-
wed, Dr. Ming K. Hah at the Chicago Loop
ediclinic is quick enough to perform two
ortions at the same lime,
In staff meetings at the Loop Mediclinic,
ployes complain that they can’t keep up
th the doctors’ frenzied pace. “The doctors
e each ‘other,” said a former Mediclinic
‘se. “Especially on Saturdays, they com-
e lo see who can gel the mosl patients
e’
Yoclors there, and in at least two other
ics, are paid by the abortion. They reduce
r palients to a row of pencil marks on
r surgical suits. Al the end of the day,
» count the pencil marks to {ind out what
‘re owed. '
their haste, some doctors miss tissue
should have come out.
wclors' haste also may account for their
re to wail the few minutes it lakea for
hetics to take effect, But sinceit can
My take longer to perform an abeetion
woman Sscreaming and squirmimy in

one medical expert. has sugpgested -loc- -

~ho don’t wait for the patients tey grow
v are simply sadistic.

LEAST ONE doctor working in B¢ ‘chi-
wv. clinics has been known to g9 ! no
1etic at 2ll, “The pain was unbep ile,”

‘They died from
Lysol douches,
coat-hanger punc-
tures, or caith-
gters that rotted
in their wombs.’

THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

time before dying to make a slatement to po-

lice about what happened to her in the

brojcen-down duplex behind the North Side
convent.

“The mzn told me not to scream because
there were some nuns living next door,” the
dying girl told a detective. With Cathy's Jast
words, a coroner’s jury returned an indict-
ment of murder against her abortionist—a
55-year-old foreign-educated doctor who had
flunked three exams for a license to praclice
medicine in llinois,

L] @ L

Before aborlion was legalized, about a mi}-
lion criminal abortions were being per-
formed nationally each year—50,000 of them
in Cook County alone, according to estimates
of David B. Selig, then an assisiant state’s ai-
torney.

Probably precious few of those abortions

were done by physicians. Some were at- °

tempted by the women themselves. Others
were performed “by neighbors, relatives,
midwives, anyone they could find,”" said Dr.
Abraham Lash, whose business it was then
to save some of the victims,

*“They'd use darning needles or pieces of
wood that expanded with water. .., ™ Lash
sald. “Invariably, infection would follow.
They'd come in bleeding—pleading, ‘Don't
lel me die.)' And you'd feel so helpless.”

As director of Cook County Hospital’s De-
partment of Gynecology from 1964 to 1972,
Lash saw =0 many victims of hotched abor-

said one patient. "] don’t think he gave me
an anesthetic. It happened so fast.”

Women who scream are loid to shutl up.
Others thrash around and are held down by
aides. Even when they ask for additional
pain-relievers, some doctors donm’t wait,

A 2l-year-old secretary paid BDiogenetics
an extra 350 for an injection of the tranguil-
izer Valium as well as an anesthetic. “They
gave me the shot just seconds before the
doetor appeared,” she recaled. “He didn't

I asked him to stop until the an-
esthetic 1ook effect. |t was killing
me. | continued fo scream.’

wail five seconds. He started right in. I was
screaming, and squirming all over the table.
1 asked him to stop until the anesthetic took
effect. It was killing me. I conlinued to
scream.”

The Valium and anesthetic finally tock ef-
feet. . . in the recovery room.

L4 L ]

The recovery room in some of the Michi-
gan Av. clinics is the place where women re-
cover fast. They have to. Alter 13 minutes,
they are told to get oul.

Medical experis consulled by The Sum-
Times and BGA say a patient should rest at
least 30 ¢f 60 minutes after an abortion. But

»
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SARAH HAMILTON (inset) was killed at Christmostime in 197

0 by abortionists who learned

their back-olley technique while in prison. Then they dumped her body in ¢ shollow grave in

Wisconsin. (AP Photos)

tions that he and two colleagues published a
professional paper ahout their experiences.

Of the abortion deaths documented by the
doctors at County Hospital, more than half
were women under 25. And many were
teen-agers. Some who might have been
saved were not because they were afraid to
tell doctors what happened, afraid they
would po to jei) for having an illegal abor-
tion,

They died from Lysol douches, coat-hang-
er punctures or catheters that rotted in their
wombs. Doctors in Counly Hospital removed
all kinds of articles {rom the vaginas, the
uteri and the abdominal cavilies of patients:
twigs, buttonhooks, bobby pins, hoses.

“1t would take five hours (o recount all
the Irightful and {rightening conditions thal
I have encouniered in the fast 20 years on
this service,” Dr. Augusia Webster wrote in
his suminary of the Cook Counily Hospital
report. '

But, he added, “We have been speaking
only of deaths. We cannot begin {0 estimate
the disability, suffering and unhappiness that

on the assembly line, there’s no tlimie for
such “luxuries.”

A 25-year-old rape victim waited from i0
a.m. 1o 4 p.m. for her abortion at the Chica-
go Loop Mediclinic. When she f{inally saw
the doctor, it was for just four minutes—the
time he took to perform tire aborlion.

*1 was very weak and woozy in the re-
covery room,” she recalled. "} was lying
there aboul 15 minutes when the lady said,
‘You aren't going to gel any betler sitling
there sulking. Get up and-get dressed.’

“]1 couldnt stand. 1 had to lie down on the
dressing room floor for another hali-hour.”
Six weeks later, her private physician told
her she was still pregnant.

Al Biogenetics, a 14-year-old, who had
been pushed out of the recovery room so the
clinie’ could close, slumped on the floor of
the wailing room. BGA invesiipator Young
searched {rantically for a place where the
gir! could lie down. “Don’t pul her in a bed,”
Young was lold. “They've all been made up
{for the next day] and you can't mess them
up again.”

L] L} L]

Postoperative care, say the experts, is ab-
solutely essential to safeguard against seri-
ous infection and other life-threatening com-
plications that may follow abortions.

_Money, say some Chicapo abortionists, Is
essential [irst.

plague many of those who survive.”

L] L ®

Pauline Bart is a survivor.

She was 19 and, married only a month, 2
novice at birth control. She sold her wedding
gifts to pay 500 for an illegal abortion that
nearly cost her her life.

Mow 48, Bart holds a dociorate in sociolo-
gy and a position in the University of 1llinois
Schuot of .Psychiatry. Because of her own
expericnece, and the extensive research she
has done since, Barl’s perspective on the is-
sue of legalized abortion spans three dec-
ades.

And recriminalization of abortion, she
zuid, is not the way to end the abuses in the
legal abortion irade today.

Lepal or not, she said, abortion cannoi be
stopped, adding:

*1t can only be driven underground. That
may cost women more. 1t may cost them
their lives, but you can’t siop women from
having them any more than you can siop
them from breathing in and breathing outl. ”

Al the Water Tower clinic, Dr. Bickham
demanded $£25 from a woman who came to
him to complele the abortion he had per-
formed on her daughter. ) :

The gir! had received a $11¢ aborlion on
Wednesday—RBickham's bargain day, when
he drops the price $15. But dead tissue ap-
parently had been left inside her during the
discount abortion. .

The girl was only 17. She sat doubled over
in a straight-backed chair, sehbing. Bickham
told his receplionist he would not treal the
gir! for less than $25 cash. But the mother
didn’t have the cash, so she stood by the
door to the operating rooms for five hours,
pleading with anyone who came out,
“Please. Is the doctor busy? 1 must talk to
him.”

Finally Bickham came out. “He wanted lo
know what be could do for me” said the
mother, "1 ashed him to help my daughter.
She's in pain.” )

“Do you have $257" he asked the mother.
She zshed il he would take a check or send
her a bill later. He wouldn'l.

Bickham told the mother and dauwghter to
get out or he would call the police. They re-
fused to teave. Bickham placed the call and:
waited only long enough for police to escort
the mother and daughter away.

Then he closed the clinic for the day.

NEXT: Meet the people who profit from
women's pains.
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made against him for work at his old South
Side clinic, his new Michigan Avenue Medi-
cal Center, 30 S. Michigan, apparently rmds
more ways to rip off Medicaid.

® John Seplak, a would-be mortician who
turned a dying clinic into a healthy, profit-
able one. He runs the Chicago Loop Medi-
clinic, 316 N. Michigan, for ils absentee
owners, boosting volume by buyinp patients
from doctors and referral agents with illegal
kickbacks.

The U.S. Supreme Court decision legaliz-
ing abortion was just a few nonths old
when Dr. Arnold Bickbham signed on to work
at -the Friendship Medical Center, 820 W.
103d Si., under the late Dr. T. R, M. How-
ard—the {lashy promoter of the city's first
“Tunch-hour aboriions.”

Bickham worked part-time for Howard,
who gave him a $45,000 contract to perform
2,600 abortions that first year. Howard also
gave Bickham his f{irst lessons in how lo

" fight City Hall and -win.

At least two deaths and an alarming num-
ber*of serious complications followed Friend-
ship abortions. The Chicago Board of Health
tried to close down the clinic. But -Howard
resisted, taking an appeal to the U.S. Su-
preme Court. He won.

The court struck down the city's attempt

- to regulate clinics as unconstitutional. How-
ard made. millions.

BY 1974, FRIENDSHIP was guaranteeing
Bickham $80,000 a year plus a $24 bonus for
each abortion he performed. In that year
alone, Medicaid paid a record $792,266 billed
in Bickham's name—more than to any other

doctor in the nation, according to the U.S. .

*. Health, Education and Welfare Department.

Belore he left Friendship in 1973, another
$519,819 was billed in Bickham's name—
more than for any other doetor in Ilinocis.

In 1976, Howard died and Bicicham served
a brief tour as medical director at the Bio-
genetics clinic. During that time, a state in-
vestigative panel charged Biogenetics with
Medicaid fraud.

In July, 1976, Bickham left to start his
own string of abortion clinics. Today, at age
41 and still dueling authorities over public
ald payments, he owns three clinics—one in
Indianapolis and two in Chicago.

Like his mentor, Howard, Bickham chal-
lenges the laws that don't suit him. He is
now battling health officials in both Indiana
and Ilinois over their powers to monitor his
clinics.

Bickham operates his flagship clinic, the
Water Tower Reproductive Cenler, out of a
posh suite at 840 N. Michigan, where his
rent for an entire floor reportedly exceeds
$10,000 a month.

His furnishings are as fashionable and his
business as brisk as at the marbled Water
Tower shopping mall across the street.

“I'm the most notorious physician in this
city,” Bickham told undercover BGA investi-
gator Mindy~ Trossman, shortly after he

‘We have to
sell abortions. We

the factics we can
because, just like
gy my other busi-
TH*‘ABORON ness, we have
PROFITEERS competition.’

hired her at Water Tower. The reference
was to what he considered unfair publicity
about his Medicaid payments in the last few
years. Last year, they totaled- $270,448.
“Tf 1 told you I made a million dolars Jast
year,” Bickham sajd, “you'd think that was

pretty good. But that doesn't include ex-
penses and overhead.”

BICKHAM'S COMPETITORS are bewil-
dered by his ability to offer the lowesi-
priced abortion in town—$125 three days a
_week, §110 every Wednesday.

But Bickham's overhead, Trossman discov-,

ered, may be illegally. subsidized by tax dol-
lars. And his cost-cutting methods can cost
his patients adequate care.

Shortly after she was hired as a counselor,
Trossman learned that many of the clinic
employes apparently had been instructed by
Bickham to lie on applications for federal
job-training funds, provided under the Com-
prehensive Employment Training Act
(CETA). At least one employe who balked at
Bickham’s orders was [ired.

Bickham has had two contracts with the

Chicago Alliance of Business Manpower Ser-

~ vices {CABMS) to provide on-the-job training

for the unemployed. Since April, 1977, he

has received $24,000 from the program,
funded by CETA.

The contracts were approved despite on--

going investigations of Bickham's perfor-
mance in another federally funded pro-
gram—Medjcaid.

“Manpower pays half our salaries, so
we're told to lie on the applications to say
we make more than we really do,” another
Bickham worker told Trossman.

The woman was among at least nine pre- .

sent or former Bickham workers who were
subpenaed to testify before a federal grand
jury convened during an ongoing FBI investi-
gation of possible fraud at Bickham's clinic.

EMPLOYES TOLD Trossman they testified
that Bickham told them to lie to the Man-
power interviewers about:

® How much money they were paid and
what duoties they performed at the clinic, ap-
parently to help Bickham get even more than
the 50 per cent reimbursement employers
are allowed for trainees’ salanes under the
program.

@ Their addresses, since scrme of Bickham's
“trainees” who lived in the suburbs could
not qualify for the program without Chicago
addresses.

A five-month investigation by The Sun-

Times and the Betler Government Assn.

| has disclosed fraud and other abuses in

some referral apencies and clinics provid-
ing abortion services in Chicago.

These findings are documented in the ac-

companying stories and others to follow.

* The Sun-Times series also will report on

clinics and hospitals. where safe and com-

passionate medical care for women is

available. - ‘.

But this pewspaper has decided that it
cannot determine safe and samitary condi-

rr

tions at all the abortion counseling services
and clinics which advertised in our classified
pages. Thus we are ceasing publication of
such advertisements at this time.

Reliable abortion counseling should be
obtainable from family physicians. Other
organiZations that are prepared to respond
to "women’s health gquestions are:

@ Planned Parenthood Assn., 55 E. Jack-
son, 322-4240.

o Health Evaluation Referral
2797 N. Seminary, 248-0166.

Service,

- . 3 -
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have o use all of -

Copyrighl, 1928, The Chlcago Sun-Times; Sun-Times Pholo by John H. White

$792, 266 in Medicaid billings for this abortion

clinic doctor—the highest total in the nation

In 1974, Medicaid paid a record $792,266 billed in the name af Dr. Arnold Bickham, photo-
graphed getting into his Corveite sports car outside his South Side home. Mow owner of the
Waler Tower Reproductive Center, Bickhom apparenily is defrouding the federal government
by telling employes to lie on opplications for job-fraining funds that ore used to subsidize sola-
ries. Despite having his clinic license revoked Sept. 25 after forblddlng employes o permit
stole oflicials to moke unannounced inspections, Bickhom cum‘mues to operale.

e Their unemployment record, since an em-
ployer legally may be reimbursed only lor
the salaries of *“‘trainees” who have pever
worked for the employer before and who
have been out of work for at least two
weeks before applying.

In July, with his Water Tower clinic

“thriving, Bickham expanded his abortion

business. Without waiting for his state li-
cense applications to be approved, he re-
opened the defunct Friendship clinic under
the name of Summit Medical Center, and he
opened a new clinic in Indianapolis.
Indiana public health officials have re-
fused to approve Bickham's license applica-
tion because of nwnerous vielations at the

‘We're giving out too many cook-
ies. Cookies cost money.
more than three cookies each, and
only one cup of pop.’

Indianapolis clinjc—among them, a shortage
of hand-washing Ifacilities, the absence of
serub sinks and improper storage of drugs.
The Indianapolis clinic continues to sell
abortions as state health officials there wait
for Bickham to answer the charges against
him or correct the violations listed in a
three-page notice issued Aug. 11.

IN A CURIQUS interpretation of the Ili-
nois Ncensing mandate, state public health
officials here have said that as long as Bick-
ham’s Jicense application is on file, he is free
to operate.

Two years apo, when Bickham's Water
Tower license was pending, state public
health officials were less tolerant. They took

" Bickbam to court and in December, 1978, the

court ordered him to close the clinic until it
was licensed. His license was later approved,.
but by December, 1977, he was in trouble
apain. State health officials threatened to re-
voke Water Tower’s license because Bick-
ham refused to admit their inspectors for
routine inspections of the ciinie.

Bickham then negotiated an agreement
with the state under which public bealth of-
ficials promised riot to inspect unless Bick-
ham was present at the clinic. The agree-
ment, & state licensing official conceded,
effectively did away with the surprise in-
spections used for other elinics.

Even that was a temporary truce. State in-
spectors found that whenever they tried to
inspect Water Tower, they were t?l'dTBick-

(R o

ham was not there. And Bickham’s employes
diligently enforced their boss’ orders to keep
inspectors out.

On Sepi. 25, state officials finally tired of
being barred from Water Tower and guijetly
revoked Bickham's license.

Undaunted, Bickham continues to seil hun-
dreds of abortions a week at Water Tower
and Summit. And his Indianapolis trade i
just bepinning. ...

Kenneth Yellin is not. a doctor, though he
used to play at being one,

In 1974 he was indicted for impersonating
a physician, performing illegal abertions,
reckless conduct and theft by deception, for
telling women they were pregnant when
they weren't.

He also was accused of battery for sgueez-
ing a woman's breasts during one of the
many “‘examinations” he performed as “Dr.
York.” -

A Circuit Court judpe dismissed a criminal
abortion.charge against Yellin and his medi-
cal director, ruling prosecutors had not
proved that the woman was beyond her 12th
week of pregnancy when the abortion was
performed, a spokesman for the state's attor-
«Jey's office said. The law prohibits abortions
in clinics on women beyond their 12th week.

Because that was the strongest case, the
state’s attorney’s office dismissed 'most of
the other indictments, the spokesman said,
and Yellin was only convicted on one
charge: operating a clinic, then called Wom-
en's Medical Facility, without a license. For
that he paid a $500 fine,

His medical director, now dead, was found
guilty of one theft charge.

BUT YELLIN WAS less succcessful in a
civil suit brought by the state's attorney’s of-
fice, which incorporated many of the same
charges.

In March, 1974, a Circuit Court ordered
the clinic closed until it was licensed and or-
dered Yellin to quit charading as a doctor.

By June, the clinic had been approved by
the state and reopened. The name was soon
changed to Biogenetics Ltd., and a new part-~
ner was brought in.

Clifiord Josefik, a 42-year-old QOak Brook
entrepreneur, claims publicly to be the sole
owner of Biogenetics. But a BGA investiga-
tor posing as a prospective clinic buyer was
told otherwise.

When investigator Lee Norrgard inquired
about buying into their business, it was Yel-
9, ‘3‘3%" \9,

. Tur
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‘To keep from
going broke,” re-
called one former
owner, 'the clinic

T went into the
THE ABORTION abortion business.’
PROFITEERS

Continuzed from Page §

lin who dominated the meeting. Yellin said
‘he and Josefik were partners and talked of
their mutual success in the abortion business
and “our other enterprises.” ‘

. “We make money,” Yellin told Norrgard,
“because we closely follow every phase of
the operation.” ’

And they follow [t down (o the Ilast
crumb. ‘

"We're giving out too many cookies,” Yel-
lin told a worker in the recovery room.
*Cookies cost money....no more than
three cookies each,” he said, "and only one
cup of pop.”

The worker, BGA investigator Michelle
Young, did a double take. Her patients were
weak and hungry. They had been told to fast
24 hours before thelr abortions.

Young also learned that, apparently be-
cause of his troubles as “Dr. York,” Yellin's
présence in the clinic is often masked.

YELLIN, 48, WHO lives at 505 N. Lake
Shore Dr., spends a lot of his time trading
luxury cars and weekending in Las Vegns.
But on the days he spends working in the
clinic, his name Is rarely spoken. When he is
paged at the clinic, it is by the name “Jay.”

And at the staff meetings, it is Josefik
who runs the show. At one meeting called to
boost productivity, Josefik reminded his staff
of the eclinic’s prioritles.

‘'We have to sell abortions,” he said. “We
have to use alt of the tactics we can because,
just like my other business, we have compe-
tition. Now, we have to go by the rules, but
rujes have to be broken if we are gonna get
things done.”

During a recent interview, Josefik main-
tained that he is the sole pwner of Biogene-
tics, He sald that under the terms of their

‘I'm going to stay on this street
till I'm 90 years old. The tougher it
gets, the longer I'll stay. They've
tried to knock us out before, and ¥'m
still here. They'll try again, and I'll
stil be here. And when I'm in my
casket, then | won't be here.'

snles agreement, Yellin is In the clinic to re-
view the books and to make some adminis-
trative decisions pending fina! payment on
the purchase of the clinic.

Josefik's .foray into the medical world is
‘strictly a business venture.” But he has
‘ound his abortion clinie tougher to run than
1is other enterprises, which include a truck-
ng firm, a pollution contro! business and
eal estate sales.

IN 1876, THE lilinois Legislative Advisory
ommittee on Public Aid charged Biogene-
s with several Medicaid abuses, inchiding
‘manding cash from public aid patients for
hom. the clinic also billed public aid. The
crgsq__tiops?r‘ompted an audit and investiga-
m'By the Ninois Department of Public Aid,
lich is still are under way. Investigators

‘m‘; LT Rra

Copyright, 1978, The Chicogn Sun-Timas]
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The selling
of abortions

"We have to sell abortions,” Clifford
Jasefik, who claims to be sale dwner of
Biogenetics L1d., told employes at o
staff meefing. "We haove to use oll of
the toctics we con because, just like my
other business, we hove competitian,
Now, we hove to go by the rules, bul
rules have to be broken if we are
gonna get things done.”

At a stalf meeting, john Seplok, admin-
istrator of Chicego Loop Mediclinic,
tald employes not fo Interrupt “slower”!
docfors with phone calls from patients,
Doctors taking phone calls an clinfe
tima, he said, “hits me in the pocket-
book-—and that's where it hurts, in the
pockethook.” Seplak poyt employes $3
cash bonuses for each abortion sold by
telephone.

Copyriphd, 1978, The Chicapo Sun-Timas)
©  Son-Times Phota by Perry C. Ridgle

say they already have found some intriguing
billing practices.

For example, some patients reportedly
have told Investigators they were operated
on by a black physician. But the bilis for
thelr abortions were submitted in the name
of & Cook County Hospital resident who is
white.

Despite all the investigations and media
attention, Josefik says he plans to be in the
abortion husiness for a long time:

“I'm going to stay on this street till I'm 90
vears old. The tougher it gets, the longer I'l)
stay. They've tried to knock us out before
and 1'm still here. They'll try again, and I'lh
stitl be here. And when I'm in my caskel,
then | won't he here”

o a [ ]

It was a grand idea on a grand scale. The
group of businessmen and doctors planned a
network of clinics serving the Chicago area,
all offering quality medical care at reason-
able group rates.

But by 1975, the plan had collapsed and
the only outpatient surgical center down-
town~—the Chicago Loop Mediclinic at 316
N. Michigan—was starving for patients and
“six figores In debt.”

*“To keep from going broke,” recalled one
former owner, the clinic went into the abor-
tion business.

Enter John Seplak, a mortician school
dropout with o few years of experience as
an administrator of abortion clinics,

Seplak was hired as *‘the professional
manager” of what was about to become
strictly an abortion clinic.

The Loop Mediclinic merged with a' com-
peting abortion clinic up the sircet—the Illi-
nois Reproductive Center. At the lime, 1l
nols Reproductive’s facilitics were so
inadequate that the Illinois Department of
Public Health was threatening to close the
clinic.

The nelghboring Loop Mediclinic had ade-
quate facilitles but lacked experienced staff
to run a successful abortion business.

UNDER TERMS OF the merger, the Loop
Medicllnic was to perform abortions and the
Illinois Reproductive group was to provide
the staff, the know-how, and the patients—
guaranteeing 600 abortions per month, for
$90,000 worth of business,

With Seplak at the helm, said one former
owner,, the Loop Mediclinic turned its first
profit in 1976,

The Loop Mediclinic has since severed ils

The doctors’ duty—an edltorial on Page 10.

tles with Illinois Reproductive, although it
now has offlce space at Bickham's Water
Tower clinlc, But Seplak i3 still there, boost.
ing patient volume by paying doctors and re-
ferral agents $43 to $80 kickbacks for every
patient they send him.

Seplek, who lives in Palatine and captaing
his own cabin cruiser, manages the clinic for
the group of stockholders wheo originally in-
vested in the- clinic.

Many of the stockholders said they have
sold thelr interest in the clinic to two of
their original co-investors, Dr. Robert H.
Murphy, an opthalmologist, and Terrell J, Is-
selhard, an attorney. Murphy and Isselhard
began buying up stock in February, and now
hold controlling interest in the clinle. But
they leave day-to-day operations to Seplak,

To keep business booming, Seplak pays his
employes §5 cash bonuses for every abortion
they sell over the phones.

BUT THAT ISN'T the only way he moti-
vates his staff.

One day, BGA investigator Julia Rockler
sugpested sending an anxious woman seeks
ing a pregnancy test to another clinic. After
all, Rockler reasoned, the Loop Mediclinic
was closed that day.

"You refer them anyplace else," Seplak
warned Rockler, “and I'I} cut your tits offl"

In staff meetings, Rockler saw Seplak ig-
nore employes’ concerns that patient care
was suffering in the clinic's race for profits:-
But Seplak was careful to remind his staff In
one meeting net to interrupt one of the
“slower” doctors with phone calls from pa-
tients.

Doctors taking phone calls on clinic time,
sald Seplak, “hits me in the pocketboolk—
and thal's where it hurts, in the pocket-

book.”
a ¥ -}

It has been more than two years since The
Chicago Daily News exposed what appeared
to be massive welfare rip-offs by a South
Side Medicaid mill owned mainly by Dr. Re-
galado S. Florendo.

The Nlinois Department of Public Aid still
is investigating how, in 1975, the HHitop
Medical Center at 1321 W. 87th got more
than $1 million in state Medicaid money—
more than half -of which was reportedly
billed for unnecessaty or. nonexistentser-

Medicaid payments were temporaril
stopped In 1976 to everyone connected witl
the Hiltop clinic, hut were restored aiter (
court ruled in another case that the depart:
ment lacked nuthority to suspend provider:
from the program.

New legisiation was passed giving Public
Ald that power. In June of this year, stote
officlals told Florendo they planned to suse
pend him ogain from the Medicald prograom
for charges stemming from the Hilltop
scandal,

But by July, Florendo already had received
$171,156 from Medicaid. Though his Hilltop
partner was banned from Medicaid, Florendo
has contested the Hilltop charges in hearings
with Public Aid. :

WHILE FIGHTING the state on that front,
Florendo moved his abortion husiness from

‘But Seplak is still there, boosting
patient volume by paying doctors
and referral agents $45 to $80
kickbacks for every patient the
send him," : »

the Hilltop clinic and got a new state lcense

to operate an abortion clinic at 30 S,
Michigan. '

There, at the Michigan Avemue Medical
Center, our investigators found new abuses
of the Medicaid program.

Before he became a clinlc owner himse!lf,
Florende worked at Biogenetics, The 38-
year-old physician, educated in the Philip-
pines, spends his aff-duty hours at his
sprawling Palos Psark estate or in his fashs
ionable Harbor Point condominium,

Together with his wife, he spends more
time managing his new clinic than he does

performing abortions or screening his doce
tors.

AMONG THE PART-TIME physicians on
Florendo's staff are Dr. Norberto Agustin
and Dr. Ming K. Hah.

Agustin was banned from the Medicaid
program in April, 1977, for improper record
keeping and billing Public Aid for too many
laborntory tests on welfare patients.

But Florendo’s clinic still gets relmbursed
for Agustin's welfare abortions by ‘billin

‘Medicaid in-another -doctor's name, »¢: §
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Chicago Sun-Times special reprint

‘By Pamela Zekman -
and Karen Koshner . ‘

Gov. Thompson announced Sunday that he
will form a special task force of four state
agencies to crack
down on abuses in
abortien clinics ex-
posed in The Sun-
Times and Better
Government Assn. in-
vestigation of danger-
ous medical care in
four facilities.

Thompson acted

bl
s after he read the first
THE ABORTION instailment " of The
PROFITEERS Abortion Profiteers
* ry . series in the Sunday
ﬁ@ﬁ@ggﬂﬁ(- “Sun-Times. The gov-
' ernor telephoned the
uewspaper to announce hns mtended
crackdown.

Thompson said the task force also will
look into whether new legisiation or regula-
tions are necessary to ensure that safe abor-
tions are available at walk-in clinics.

*} have veloed bills that would drive
women underground [for illegal abortions]
apain and I have to be sure that what we
have above ground is operating right,”
Thompson said. “We either need better en-
forcement of our present laws and regula-
tions or our present latvs and regulations are
inadequate.”

Meanwhile, Dr. Clifton L. Reeder, presi-
dent of the Chicago Medical Society, an-
nounced that he will appoint a commitiee of
doctors to mvestléate conditions at abortion
clinics. He said he saw no great urgency in
ithe problem. ' .

Sun-Times
Sun_dqy, November 12 1978

Clinics performu more than 80 per cent of ‘
ali legal abortions in Hlinois. Beginning to-

fay, The Sun-Times
¥ill detail the results
f investigations into
he. unsuspected hor-
ors in four such clin-
s nlong  glittering
fichigan Av,

Qur puipose is to

e or i THE ABORTION
ms, to inform and PROFITEERS

spur reform. If

wernment officials do their ijE, pracnces )

are suitable to torture chambers than to
adical clinics will be halted—or the clinics
II- be put out of business, But ofrlcxals
1st promptly get to work,
Reporters: Pamela Zekman and Pamela
urick and Better Government Assn. inves-
ators have produced eye-opening stories.
st people assumed that the legalization of
rtion in 1973 did away with the worst
1ses by taking a medical procedure out of
¥y back rooms and into clean, supervised,
ipetently run facilities where it belongs.
he publie hardly could have suspected
needless tragedies that befall sometimes-
erate, often-frightened women in the
s of some clinic operators and their col-
ues to whom profit is everything.
he public trusted health agencies.
“trusted law-enforcement agencies.
trusted medical agencies.
i for the clinics spotlighted in our series,
sublic’s trust was misplaced.
n-Times and BGA investigators worked
ive months to give Chicagoans the true
about those clinics. At Water Tower
aductive Center Lid., at Biogenetics
at Chicago Loop Mediclinic and at the
gan- Av...Medical . Center, .they -found
m writhing in agony as fast-buck seek-

THOMPSON SAID he will meet with the
heads of the Department of Public Health,
which licenses clinics, the Department of
Registration and Education, which licenses
doctors and nurses, and representatives of
the Law Enforcement and Public Aid depart-
ments to -discuss what action should be
taken.

He said he also will appoint to the task
force a representative from his office, Thom-
as Berkshire, to act as a liaison.

“1 want each departinent on this task
force to tell me what we need and what role
-each of -them can play to end the kind of
abuses vou have exposed,” Thompson said.

During a five-month investigation, The
Sun-Times and the BGA worked undercover

this month to give the public health depart-
ment more power to curb abuses uncovered.

“Driving women back underground to the
illegal "abortionists would be worse than
what we have. Requiring all abortions be
performed in hospitals would be unnecessary
and loo expensive. If present laws and regu-
lations are not good encugh to protecl pa-
tients, then what we will do is draw up ncw
ones fast,” the governor said.

Thompson said he would consider adding
mere |DPH inspectors if additional staff was
necessary.

IDPH now has six nurses fo inspect 24
state abortion clinics and about 130 hospitals

‘We either need better enforcement of our present laws
and regulations or our present laws and regulations are

inadequate.’

—@Gov. James Thompson

in six abortion clinics, four of which were
found to be assembly-line operations where
profits’ come ahead of patient care.

Investigators found unsterile conditions
and haphazard clinic care, incompetent and
unqualified doctors who performed abortions
in a fraction of the time experts say is safe—
sometimes without waiting for pain-killing
. anesthetics to take effect—and sometimes on
women who weren't pregnant. They saw
clinics that failed to order critical postoper-
ative pathology reports and dangerously
shoddy record keeping by aides who falsified
records of patients” vital signs.

THOMPSON SAID that if necessary, the
task force could have legislation introduced

ers ignored sound medical procedures. They
found women maimed. They found women
exploited. They found instances in which
women had died after abortions.

And they found public health oificials who
didn't know—or didn't do—anything about
conditions so outrageous that abortion sur-
gery was even performed on women whe
weren'l pregnant.

These carefully researched reports do not
suggest that all abortions are unsafe. Stories
will describe standards women should ex-
pect at responsible facilities—which do ex-
ist. But inherent in each report is a demand
for corrective actions against the four Michi-
gan Av. abortion milis—and others that are
likely to be found if officials only look.

Though the corrective steps will vary,
there are obvious places to begin:

e Because the lllinois Department of Public
Health has neglected its own regulations, un-
licensed, unsanitary clinics have operated.
Public Health should enforce those rules,

& Public Heaith should -routihely éheck the
clinic personnel's professional credentials.

¢ Random inspeclions should be made, .in-
cluding checks to ensure that vital lab tests
are performed and performed accurately.

@ Inspection reports should be made public.
& The Illinois Department of Public Aid
should closely monitor medical facilities that
treat persons eligible for public aid.

@ Officials should work more closely among
themselves: In one case, Public Health grant-
ed a license to a doctor for a new clinic

- while Public Ald was amassing evidence that
he *aborted” non- pregnant women.

As the series continues, we'll urge other
actions. But oificials dare not delay enforc-
ing rules already on the books to protect
women from unscrupulous abortienists, To

‘delay is te ensure more tragedy.

not regulated by the Chicage Board of
Health

Dr. Patricia Nolan, IDPH deputy director,
said the department has “bepun discussing
revising” state standards for abortion clinics,
pointing out that the agency “may have un-
derestimated what it takes to run a well-
functioning clinic” when the regulations
were first written in 1973 after abortions be-
came legal.

“They are mimimum standards and we are
finding that some clinics are meeting the
minimal standards but aren't functioning
properly,” Dr. Nelan said.

IN ANOTHER development, the director
of the Illinois Department of Regisiration
and Education said the agency will “investi-
gate fully’ all allegations of dangerous medi-
cal practices exposed in The Sun-Times and
BGA investigation of abortion clinics.

“If what you are writing about is true, it
is an unacceptable standard of medical care,”
said Joan G. Anderson, director of the agen-
cy that licenses dectors and nurses. “Much

Sun-Times
Monday, November 13 ]978

The

Most people trust their doctors.

But such trust is dangerous at four Michi-
gan Av. abortion clin-
ics, as reporters Pa-
mela Zekman and
Pamela Warrick,
along with Better
Government Assn..in-
vestigators, found.

There, patients of-

ten blindly entrust = B
themselves to men THE ABORTION
.and women for . PROFITEERS

whom the dollar is
more important than medical ethics, medical
knowledge or even normal human respect
for other people. The results include surgical
brutality and sometimes death.

The Sun-Times stories expose the greed
and exploitation that harms so many women.
State and city health officials should halt the
horrors at the four clinics. Said one BGA in-
vestigator, the five-month study “found vir-
tually no problem that couldn't be corrected
by enforcing health and licensing
regulations.”

We listed some ways Sunday for the De-
partment of - Public Health to enforce state
rules. But abortion-mill brutalities uncovered
by Zelkman, Warrick and.the BGA do more
than vielate state regulations and laws—vi-
tal -as those laws are, ..

They also throw a challenge at the medi-

loctors’

-

of what  read [in the first story of the: s¢
ries] falls within-what 1 would call, to put :
mildly, unacceptable medical care.”

Meanwhile, a Cook County grand jury ha
subpenaed the records of at least one abor
tion clinic in reaction to findings uncovere:
in the investigation.

Siate's Atty. Beritard Carey declined t(
comment on the action, noting, “The matte)
is before a grand jury.”

Carey has assigned at least two assistan
state’s attorneys working under the supervi-
sion of Thomas Burnham, chief of special
prosecutions, to foilow up on disclosures that
women have been victimized by dangerous
medical practices and fraud in abortion clin-
ics and referral agencies.

AS PART OF Carey’s investigation, the
grand jury has subpenaed the medical re-
cords of dozens of patients at one of the big-
gest clinics, operating on Michigan Av. The
clinic is one of six where Sun-Times report-
ers and BGA investigators worked undercov-
er as medical assistants, nurses’ ajdes and
counselors.

Anderson said she also was concerned
abeout the findings that nonlicensed personne!
are performing duties——such as giving injec-
tions and examinations and writing prescrip-
tions—that should be done by Incensed prac-
titioners and nurses,

Dr. Reeder said he will appoint a commit-
tee of five doctors plus himself and Dr. Law-
rence Hirsch, president-elect of the Chicago
Medical Society, to look into the question of
possible medical abuse in abertion clinics.

Dr. Reeder said hie had not yet read the
first installments of The Sun-Times series.
But he said he thought the matter was
“blown out of all proportion to reality.

“We don't know until we investigate
what the hell is poing on. Abortions have
been going on for hundreds of thousands of
years. Women have been dying from abor- .
tions as long as they've been. going on.
There's a certain amount of risk in it,” said
Dr. Reeder.,

cal prcfessaon itself, for whom public trust is
essential if it is to operate without more
stringent controls,

Doctors have specific 1egal duties concern-
ing abortion clinics. For instance, the, law
says each clinic must have a consulting com-
mittee of physicians to review clinic proce-
dures. If those committees do exist, why
were such intolerable conditions tolerated?

The public deserves explanations.

The Illinois Department of Registration
and- Education can revoke or suspend li-
censes of doctors for abuses like those de-
scribed in the series, among other causes. It
should. But doctors clearly should police
their profession more carefully.

The so-called physicians at the four clinics
aren’t the only ones responsible for the
abuses now being reported on our news
pages. Other doctors who knew or suspected
malpractice when bleeding, bruised women
turned up at their- offices—some of the
women still pregnant despite a clinic *abor-
tion"—remained silent.

Some doctors, unwilling to do abortions,
refer women to clinics they know little or
nothing about, although they could identify’
safe clinics for their patients. Some dolar-
hungry .hospital residents and physicians
lacking experience in women’s  medicine
even performed abortions at the four clinies.

The trail is bloody—literally—but- it's
there for all {o see, and to correct.
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When a woman goes to an ahortion elinic,
she entrusts her body to strangers—doctors
she knows nothing about, doctors she has
never met.

On Michigan Av., women entrust their bo-
dies to doctors who may be mere mechanics
on the abortion assembly line.

They may be moonlighting residents, gen-
eral practitioners with little or no training in
women's medicine, or even unlicensed physi-
cians. While slick clinic brochures promise
only board-certified obstetrician-gynecoln-
gists, few have earned even thal accredita-
tion.

These doctors rarely tell patients their
names. To many, patients are not people,
They are profits.

During the five months The Sun-Times
and Better Government Assn. investigaled
the city's abortion business, we heard from
. many of these doctors’ victims—women who
were awakened nights after their abortions
bv chills and fever, uncontrolied hleeding
and painfully debilitating cramps.

Some had dead tissue left inside them.
Others had massive infections, perforated
howels, or punctured uteri. Some ultimately
underwent complete hysterectomies—the re-
moval of all reproductive organs.

Former patients have filed Jawsuits
against doctors in all four of the Michigan
Av, abortion mills where dangerous medicat
practices were uncovered during the investi-
gation. But many women still suffer guietly,
afraid to even admit they've had abortions,
let alone press public charges against the
doctors who performed them.

At least two women who received Magni-

icent Mile abortions are dead.
& a -}

At Biogeneties Ltd., 520 N. Michigan, doc-
ors new io the aborfion business—olten
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mere residents from Cook County Hospital
fooking for extra income--are “tried out” on
patients by clinic director Dr, Carlos
Baldoceda.

Batdoceda, 33, who was educated in South
America, was promoted to medical director
of Blogenetics this swnmer. Though he is -
censed to practice medicine, even he has not
received board cerlification (or his specialty,
gyvnecology.

Those who audition well for Baldoceda
practice their technigues by operating solo
ot unsuspecling patients.

But a 2B-year-old nursing student who re-
ceived an abortion from one of Biogenetics'
tryouts this [all said it was clear to her that
“the doctor had ne idea w!ml he was doing. I
was just a guinea pig.!

HER ABORTION was part of Cook Coun-
1y Hospital resident Jovenel DuBois® on-the-
job training. “The director of the elinic was
telling this guy, ‘You're supposed to do that,
vou're supposed to do this. No, that's not the
right Instrument,” " she said,

“It must kave been his [irst abortion,” the
patient concluded alter DuBois' performiance,
At 36, the Frenchi-schooled DuBois is g third-
vear resident at the hospital.

“He was picking up the wrong things,
dropping the instruments,” said DuBois’ ner-
vous patient. “T sonder swhat would happen
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‘These doctors rarely tell patients their names.’

il e made a mistake, What would happen to
the woman?”

Several weeks later, DuBols' “puinea pig"
patient was still suffering cramps, passing
blood clots and complaining of terrihle pain.

“THAT'S TERRIBLE,” said Dr. John Fultz,

O O A

medical co-ordinator for the Tilinols Depart
ment of Registration, when asked about thi
practice of residents auditioning on patients

“That's Just like opening an office and de
ciding you're going to do surgery and ther
starting to do it. If you miss, you learn that"

Turn to Puge 13

. Both nations recall ton nanntints~-
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had

‘Some
dead tissue left in-
side them. Others
had massive infec-
tions, perforated
bowels, or punc-
tured wombs.’

THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

Continued from Page 1

not the way to do il. It's an outragecus way
fo operate.”
-] 1] L)

Dr. David Aberman, 31, is a Guadalajara
{Mexico) medical school grad. While com-
pleting. his fourth-year residency at County
Hospital, Aberman regularly performs abor-
tions at Biogenetics.

He bragged to undercover investigator Mi-
chelle Young that the clinic pays him $15 for
every abortion he perfornis on a cash cus-
tomer and 320 for every public aid recipient.
At those rates, & doctor moonlighting once a
week can net as much as $30,000 a year, he
said. '

Last year the Illinois Depariment of Public
Ajd paid $126,809 for bills submitted in
Aberman’s name, mostly for sbortions at
Biogenetics, “This is a good way to make a
lot of money easily,” Aberman told Young.
“But there's a lot of worry if you goof up.”

.ONE OF ABERMAN'S patients told The
Sun-Times how he apparently “goofed" on
her.

“He didn't say a thing to me when he
walked in to do the abortion, except, *What
do we have here? Ah, too much weight,

“He gave me no anesthesia, not even a lo-
cal. T had tears running down my cheeks.
And then, right in the middle of performing
the abortion, he yelled to the nurse, ‘This
lady is not pregnant! "

While abortions on non- pregnant women
are not rare at some of the Michigan Av.
clinics we investigated, they should be.

Chicago Sun-Times special reprint

‘At Biogenetics Lid., 520 M. Mlchlgcn, new patients are handed slick
brochures boasting that only “board-certified” doctors are on Hs staff.
~ In fact, the clinic—which Clitford Jasefik {facing camera) publicly claims
to own—haos nane, accarding to the records af two medical ossoci-

Medical experls say that where lab tests are
accurate and doctors are experienced, unnec:
essary abortions almost never occur,

Residents like DuBois and Aberman are
permitted to moonlight under a contract
Cook County Hospital officials signed with
their staff last year.

BUT DR. UWE FREESE, head of the de-
partment of obstetrics and gynecology atl
Cook County Hospital, is not happy with the
arrangement; or with residents performing
abortions at privately owned clinics.

“1 strongly discourage it, but 1 have no le-
gal means to stop it,” Freese said. I do not
sanction this in any way and 1 think it is de-
plorable that these residents are being ex-
ploited in this way.”

He added, "I think that abortions ought to

Capyright, \9?8, The Chicage Sun-Times; Sun-Times Phola by Perry €, Riddie

Clinic falsely promises only ‘board- ceri‘:ffed obsieincyan-gynecolog:sis

‘He was picking up the wrong
things, dropping the instruments,’
said the nervous patient.

 Clinic ‘coach’
holds “tryouts’

Dr. Carlos’ Baldocedg, 33, educated in South
_ America, is medical direcior of Biogenetics Lid,,
520 N, Michigan, olthough he has not received
board certification far his specialty, gynecal-
ogy. As medical director, Baldaceda assigns
*doctors who may have little or no related ex-
perience 1a perfarm abortions. One fourth-yeor
resident at Coak Caunty Haspitol, a graduate
of a medical schaal in Guadalojora, Mexico,
bragged to an undercover investigator that the
clinic pays him $15 far every abortion .per-
formed on a cush customer, $20 far a public
aid patient—or as much as $30,000 a year.
Baldoceda, when not conducling abortion audi-
tions, takes the field himself-—ot least once in
Ais street clothes and once after drinking cham-

sagne at a dinic party. Another time, he was.

living an internal examinatian while receiving a
1ussuge from a nurse. “Fancy seeing you
ere,” Baldoceda, qughmg, told the nurse.

Copyrighl, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times; Sun-Times Phato by Jahn H. While

be done by experienced physncmns who are
at least board ecligibie.”
o Q ]

When Aberman’s boss, Baldoceda, is not
busy auditioning young residents on fright-
ened patients, he occupies himself in other
ways.

Investigator Young watched Baldoceda op-
erate on a patient while he was petting a
sensual massage from the nurse assisting
him. =

The patient was lying on her back, legs
spread, undergoing an internal examination
by Baldoceda, when Young and the nurse en-
tered the room.

“Fancy seeing you here," Baldocedo said
to the nurse.

Baldoceda had bepun suctioning the pa-
tient’s uterus when, Young said, “The nurse
walked around behind the doctor and began

playing with his surgical cap. She moved the -

cap around, pul her hands beneath it and
curled clumps of his hair around her fingers.
“She was teasing him, flirting with him,”

‘said Young, “and in the middle of the oper-
ation, she began rubbing his shoulders. He

was laughing. The patient was moaning.”

"YOUNG RECALLS seeing the stern-faced
Baldoceda laogh onty one other time. It was
after a noon-hour champagne birthday party
for one of the clinic nurses. All three clinic
doctors had al least one glass of the bubbly
that day, but Baldoceda had more than a
few.

According to Dr. Warren Pearse of the
American College of Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy, “the dangers to-patients are obvious"
from doctors who have been drinking two to
four giasses of champagne. “You have to be
alert in surgery,” Pearse said. “There is no
such thing as minor surgery. In abortions,
your touch must be sensitive.”

Baldoceda and Aberman went on to per-
form more abortions after the celebration.
As one patient stumbled out of a procedure
room and fainted, Baldoceda began to Jaugh.

“He stood a few feet away, leaning

* against a pillar, laughing and acting giddy as

otions. Instead, unsuspecting potients ore given abartions by “‘rookie”
dactors and generol practitioners with little experience in women's medi-
cine. Severol lowsuits against these doctors from ‘Biogenetics and three
other Michigon Av. clinics ore pending.

the aides struggled to get the woman up,"
Young said.

9 b ] -]

Bul what patients remember most about
the doctors at Biogenetics is not their sense
of humor, It is the cold, mechanical manner
of their method and the steady clip at which
they move from patient to patient.

A woman who had an abortion one early
Aupust morning recalls lying on the operat-
ing table waiting for her doctor—30-year-
old Dr. Pankaj Thaker—to gel to her. *I
could swear that there was only one doctor
and he just went down the line giving abor-
tions,” said the woman.

“1 started crying because I could hear that
little [suction) machine going on and going
off. He just kept getting closer and closer. 1
heard his gloves pop off in the next room
and then he came to me.

“He didn't say a word. He came in and did
il and walked out in three 'minutes. Then he
started down the h=all again....”

ANOTHER BIOGENETICS patient suid she
Turn to Page 13

License revoked,
but clinic operates

One of the guestions posed by The Abor-
lion Profiteers series is how Water Tower
Reproductive Center Ltd., 840 N. Michigan,
has managed to stay open despite the reve-
cation of the clinic's license on Sept. 237

When the Department of Public Health re-
voked the license of the clinic owned by Dr.
Arngld Bickham, it assumed the action
would mean no more abortions would be
performed. But the department did not send
an inspector to check and the clinic is still
vperating.

The department alsc did not know Bick-
ham had obtained a temporary, restraining
order on Qct. 23 against the health depart-
ment’s revocation.

On Nov. 3, US. Dlstnct Court Judge John_
Powers Crowley extended the order until
Nov. 24. .

And Monday, Bickham [iled suit in Circuit
Court to have his license reslored.
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Continued from Page 12

“waited five hours to see a doctor. She got
Baldoceda. "He just took five ‘minutes. He
was very rude and did the abortion so fast,
there .was no time for the anesthetic to
work,” the woman recalled. “That's why I
think he left that afterbirth inside me.”
More than a week later she was stil
bleeding heavily and suffering from severe
cramps. Baldoceda had to reserape her
uterus {o remove the-tissue he left behind.

@ Lo -]

Undercover investigators at both Biogene-
lics and the Water Tower Reproductive Cen-
“ter, 840 N. Michigan, also saw doctors per-
forming abortions with precious littie

" attention to their own cleanliness, or to their
patients' health,

At Biogenetics, Young observed BDaldoceda
stop short, halfway out the clinic, to come
back to do “just one more” abortion.

It was a busy day and the waiting room
was still crowded with patients when Baldo-
ceda changed his mind about going home.

He did not, however, change his clothes.
*He just took off his coat and walked into a
procedure rootn and started the abortion,”
Young said. "He didn't bother to take off his
street clothes and put on lis surgical
seruhs.”

AT WATER TOWER Reproductive, inves-
tigator Mindy Trossman watched clinic own-
er Dr. Arnold Bickham, 41, leave on at least
two occasions, with women still convalesc-
ing in the recovery room.

Biclkham's departure on those days left the
clinic without a physician. Had any of the
wormen in recovery suffered serious compli-
cations, Bickham's early departure could
have been fatal,

Trossman also saw Bickham rush a patient

out of the clinic before her abortion was fin-
ished. - .
Although other doctors later found the
woman had suffered a punctured vagina,
Bickham sent her home bleeding, saying he
would net do an abortion on her because she
was 16 weeks pregnant. (By taw, clinics
may perform abortions on women only up to
12 weeks pregnant.)

Trossman saw the patient minutes after
she was ordered off the pperating table. She
was sitting in a waiting-room chair, moaning
and clutching her stomach.

A note to
our readers

A’ five-month investigation by The
Sun-Times and the Better Government
Assn. has disclosed fraud and other
abuses in some referral apencies and
clinics providing abortion services in
Chicago.

These findings are documented in the
accompanying stories and others to fol-
low. The Sun-Times series also will re-
port on clinics and hospitals where safe
and compassionate medical care for
women is available, ’

But this newspaper has decided that it
cannot determine safe and sanitary con-
ditions at all the abortion counseling ser-
vices and clinlcs that advertised in our
classified pages. Thus we are ceasing
publication of such advert:sements at -
this time.

Reliable abortion counseling should be
obtainable from family physicians. Oth-
er organizations that are prepared to re-
spond to women's health questions are:

® Planned Parenthood Assn 55 E. Jack-
son, 322-4240 ‘

e Health Evaluation Referral
2757 N. Seminary, 248-0166:

Service.

‘He gave me no
anesthesia, not
even a local. | had
tears
down my cheeks.

{4 And then, he
THE ABORTION yelled, “‘This lady
PROFITEERS | 'is not pregnant!”

LATER, IN AN interview from her hospi:
tal bed, the patient, 19-year-old Anna Guinn
of Hammond, Ind., gave this account of what
happened:

Guinn said she was bemg examined by
one of Bickham’s doctors, Pawan K. Rattan,
when she heard the suction machine go on.
“Without giving me any anesthetic, he start-

ed up the machine,” said Guinn. “I started -

screaming because it was so painful.”
*The doctor said, 'Lean your head back
and shut your mouth!” Then, all of a sud-
den,” said Guinn, ‘‘he stopped.
“He took the [instruments] out of me and

_said, ‘Stay in this position.' Another doctor
[Bickham]} came in, stuck his hand up me

and said, ‘Too far along.’
“What the hell are you tolking ahout?”
yvelled Guinn. “It's already half done!”
“Ma'am, we didn't even touch you,” said
Bickham. *All you had was a pelvic exam.”
Guinn soid she asked Bickham to cail an
ambulance for her. “By this time, the cramps

‘He just took five minutes. He
was very rude and did the abortion
so fast, there was no time for the
anesthetic to work. That's why |
think he left that afterbirth inside
me.’

" were unbearable. The whole examining table

was covered with blood,” she said.

But Bickham, according to Guinn, ignored
her request. “He said, ‘You don't need an
ambulance. ... Get up and get dressed.’ "

EVEN WHEN Guinn's mother asked Bick-
ham about what happened in the operating

 room, Bickham would say only that Anna

was too pregnant to get an abortion.at his
clinic. The mother said he never once hinted
that her daughter might need emergency
treatment,

S0 Guinn was driven back to Hammond
But by early evening, she looked so pale and
was in such pain that a friend took her to a
hospital. That night, she underwent emer-
gency surgery at Michael Reese Hospital to
repair what doctors there diagnosed as a va-
ginal perforation and an incomplete abortion.

Although Bickham had thrown Guinn out
of the clinic because, as he noted on her

chart, she was “16 weeks pregnant,” doctors

at Reese determined Guinn was only six to
eight weeks pregnant.

Bickham is one of the few board certified
doctors practicing in Michigan Av. abortion
clinics. When he is in the clini¢, he often
rushes from patient to patient. Sometimes he
rushes from abortion to abortion without
washing his hands between patients or don-
ning sterile gloves.

“That Is a terribly dangerous way to

spread” infection from one patient to- an-
other,” said Fultz, when asked about meth-
ods such. as -Bickham's, "It is Imposslibie
{during an abortion] for his hands never to
touch the patient.”

a [ -]

The Bidgenetics clinic boasts a staff of “all -
- board-certified physicians” in its -brochure.

According to records of two medical associ-
ations, it has none.

But Biogenetics ‘does have & woman not h-
censed to practice’ memcme who calls herself

“‘doctor."”

Qur investigator nelded a chll from an an-

running

Capyrighl, 1978, The Chicage Sun-Times;
Sun-Times Pholo by Perry C, Riddie

Aborting
an abortion

Anna Guinn, 19, of Hommond, Ind., underwen
emergency surgery for o perfordted vogina, di-
aghased by dactors ot Michoel Reese Hospital
os resulting from an incomplete abortion. Eérli-
er in the day, she hod been sent home, bleed-
ing and suffering cramps, from Water Tower
Reproductive Center, 840- M. Michigan, where
Dr. Arnold Bickham told her she was too preg-
nont—16 weeks—for an abortion, (State law
permits clinics to perform abortions only up ta
12 weeks.) Bickham made his assessment after
having already storted the abartion, she soid.
However, Bickhom told Guinn, “Md'om, we
didn't even touch you. All you had was a pelvic
exam.,” Doclors at Michoel Reese later deter-
mined she was six to eight weeks pregnant,

dn

BTy patient complaining about the “Dr."
Shastia Khan—the “woman doctor” who
gave her a 320 postoperative exam. “She

said I was fine,” the patient complained,.

“but my own physician said I had all sorts of
complications. I had missed tissue.”

While “Dr.” Khan's duties generally are
limited to performing postoperative exams
and dispensing contraceptives, she also in-
serts intrauterine devices and prescribes
drugs using anather doctor’s name. The clin-
ic apparently bills Public Aid for her services
to welfare patients under other doctors'
names, according to some bills seen by
investipators.

On at least one occasion, Khan had to ask
our undercover aide for advice on what sort
of contraceptive to give a woman experienc-’
ing complications from birth control pills.

But the clinic gives IKKhan pads full of
forms presigned by “Dr. P. Thaker” so she

" can write prescriptions for birth control pills

and other medications.
“That's a dangerous and unprofessmnal

practice,” said Fultz, whose agency licenses °
. doctors, Fuitz said the Medicai Practices Act

forbids a physician, in this case Thaker, to

lend his name to another person unlicensed

to treat a patxent

Doctors signing patient charts for other

doctors is also dangerous, unprofessional’ and
itlegal, medical experts say.
At the Water Tower Reproductive Center.

patlent charts are, almost without exception,

signed by one doctor—Bickham, the clinic
owner. While Bickham does his shafe of
abortions at the busy clinic,. other doctors
perform many procedures: there as well.
According to ' Fultz, doctors -signing . re-
cords for other doctors-is- “specifically pro-
hibited in the Medical Practices Act.”

“At the Michigan Avenue Medical- Center, -

30 5. Michigan, Dr. Norberto Agustin also

" fakes - unprofessmna! hbertles with ‘patient

charts.

Rushing between abortions, Agustin dcca-
sionajly doesn't even have time to wait for
anesthetics to take effect, much less do his.
record Keeping.

Agustin, 41, went to medical school in Ma-
nila. He is a general practitioner who at one
time did abortions for $15 each at Biogene-
tics. " .

AT MICHIGAN AVENUE Medlcal Center,
an undercover investigator. working as a
nurse’s aide pointed out to Agustin that he
had failed to note on a patient’s chart any
details of the abortion he'd performed hours
before.

Agustin sat down and called up the ngures
from “memory"—includlig the size of the
uterine cavity and amount of tissue removed,

On two other occasions, investigator Jus
lianne Felkner saw Agustin write on patient

Y

‘Rushing between abortions,
Agustin occasionally doesn’t even
have time to wait for anesthetics. to

- lake effect, much less. do hts re-
cord keeping.'

charts that he had removed about 200 cc, of -
tissue and blood, when, in fact, he had re-
moved three times that much.

But, according to Medicald officials, Agus-
tin's problems with record keeping are not
limited to his abortion practice.

Before suspending Agustin from-the Medn»
icaid -program last year, state authorities

- found he had ordered as many as 21 differ. .

‘,ent lab tests for patients whose charty ins

- cluded no.diagnosis or evidence of any physs
- ical -eximination. Public Aid .investigators
.charged Agustin altered the records after.
their initial review.in an. nttempt to correct
« the deficiencies. ¥

NEXT: The aftermath of Dr, Hahi
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"By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick
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. The patient was squirming on the oper-
ating table 'and screaming. In her pain,
she clenched the hand of the nurse's aide.
Her fingernails dug into the .aide's wrist.

: “You know you wouldn’t have al these

" problems If you had your tubes tied,” the
doctor said evenly, * ‘Anything, anythmg,”
his patient cried.

Dr. Ming Ifow Hah, who hag alrcady
lost his medical license in one state and
faces revocation in Illinois, may give the
fastest abortions in Chicago. According to
.a five-month investigation by The Sun-
Times and the Better Government Assn.,
Hah also may give the most painful abor-
tions-in the city.

While many women feel discomfort
-during abortions, the procedure ‘does not
have to be excruciating. Thanks to the
use of local anesthetics, it rarely is.

'All Hah's pa-
tients are in
pain because
» he doesn't take
7 the time to give
THE ABORTION [Nem (pain-kill-

PROFITEERS N9) injections.’

Fourth in a series

But the Hah abortion observed by BGA
investigator Julianne Felkner at the
Michigan Avenue Medical Center was

agonizing because Hah performed the

procedure without anesthetics.

He wasted no time, however, in signing
up his screaming patient for a tubal liga-
-tion, a procedure in which the Fallopian
tubes are closed off, preventing future

Turn to Page 15
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DR. MING KOW HAH moy perferm the fastest—ond mast painful—abartions in Chicogo, ac-
cording to former patients ond undercover investigators. Hah, whose license was revoked in
Michigan and who faces revacotion in Hlinois, often pertorms abortions without anesthetic, Ac-
cording to ane Michigen Avenue clinic’s recards, he olso has performed fwo obortions

simultoneousty.

By Pamela Zekman
and Karen Koshner

Gov. Thompson ordered stale inspections
of nbortion clinics stepped up in his first
meeting with his task
force Monday.

Thompson aiso
asked state Atty.
Gen. William J. Scott
for his. co-operation
in the investigation.
Scott assigned - two
assistant attorney

7 generals to expedite

THE ABORTION pending .lawsuits

against at least two

PROFITEERS physicians mentioned

» in The Sun-Times

ﬁea@ﬂm&? Abortion Profiteers
. series.

The governor met in Springfield with Ty-
rone C. Fahner, director of the Law Enforce-
ment Department; Arthur ¥. Quern, director
»f the Public Aid Department; Joan G. An-
lerson, director of the Public Health Depart-
nent, Dr. Patricia Nolan, Puhlic Health De-
wrtment deputy director, and Thomas
lerkshire, the governor’s liaison.

David Gilbert, Thompson's press secre-
iy, said the agencies will determine how

any inspectors are available and how many

‘ould be needed to conduct more

spections, ’

Gilbert said Thompsou has requested that

ambers of the task forece report to him

esday morning with an update.

DURING A FIVE-MONTH investipation,

e Sun-Times and the. Better Government

sn. worked undercover in six abortion

Mes, four of which were found to ‘be as-

thly-line operations where profits come

ad of patient care.

feanwhile, the state control!er s office is

tholding about "$100,000 in Medicaid
Is to three doctors named in the series
wse of possible billing irregularities, ac-
Ing to William Schaub, the state’s assis-
controller.

'HAUB SAID THAT the three, Dr. Ar-
Bickham, Dr, Ming K. Hah and Dr. Ul
G. Klopfer, were among the top recipi-
of Medicaid unds during the last three
. Bickham is the owner of the Water
r Reproductive Center Ltd., 840 N.

BETTER GOVERMNMENT ASSN, afficials (i to r.} David L. Profess, research co-ordinotor; J.
Terrence Brunner, executive director, and Barbaro Klein, ottorney, hold a press: conference
Mondoy on the obortion clinic investigation by the BGA and The Sun-Times at the BGA
headquarters, Brunner said that the investigotion of Michigon Av.“abortion clinics reveoled

that obortions ore “carefessly, collously ond even froudulently’ performed. (Sun-Times Phota
by Jim Klepitsch}

Michigan. Hah and Klopfer both perform
abortions regularly al Chicago Loop Medi-
clinic, 316 N, Michigan. Hah also works at
Michigan Avenue Medical Center, 30 5.
Michigan.

Since 1976, Hah has beeu paid $776,636.
Bickham, who was once the highest Medi-
caid provider in the nation, according to his
billings, has been puaid $748,650 and Iopfer
s been paid $4635,175.

‘A fourth physician nanied in the seties,
Dr. Regalado Florendo, owner of the Michi-
gan Avenue Medical Center, has been paid
£524,342 during the last three years while he
batties the Illinois Department of Public
Aid's efforts to terminate him (rom the Med-
icaid program, according to the statistics.

SCHAUB SAID THAT although there is
not enough evidence to warrant suspending
the other three doctors {rom the Medicaid
program at this point, “there are scattered
instances of things thal we think aren't
proper, #ither in the preparation of a vouch-

er or with billing procedures.”

In another development, the Chicago Alli-
ance of Business Manpower Services, which
administers federal job-training funds, is
withholding more than $14,000 from Bick-
llam because of “invoicing problems” thal
include incomplete billing and overbilling,
saitl Richard DiBona, executive director.

The Sun-Times disclosed Monday that a
federal grand jury has heard testimony from
several current and former Water Tower
clinic employes who said that Bickham in-
structed them (o lie on applieations for the
Manpower progran, {unded under the Com-
prehensive Lmplayment Training Act
{CETA), )

Under that program. businesses can get
reimbursed {or up to hall the salaries puid 1o
train and employ people who had been job-
less Jor at least two weeks.

DiBona said that under a 1977 contract,
Bickham was paid 510,144 lor four positions.
He has received oo monev under hizs 197§

contract hecause of “improper invoicing
problems © He said Bickham failed to list all
the employes hired under the coniract and
that there were “some problems with math-
ematics” in the number of hours and salaries
for which he sought reimbursement.

Meanwhile, J. Terrence Brunner, execu-
live director of the BGA, sald that the state
Public Health Department and the medical
profession have “failed flagrantly to enforce
their own rules” and the fallure has resulted
in the serious medical abuse disclosed in The
Abhortion Profliteers.

BRUNNER APPLAUDED Gov. Thomp-
son's announcement Sunday that the state
wowld crack down on abuses in abortion
clinics and was meeting Monday morning
with a task force composed of representa-
tives of four slate agencies.

In a press conference at the BGA offtces,
230 N. Michigan, Brunner recomniended
that:

» Lxisting state regulaiions that ensure the
ibortion procedure is performed under con-
ditious of maximum safety should be strictly
tnforced.

@ Abortion clinics should be routinely in-
spected by a teamm of certified specialists.

a Professional credentials of clinic personnel
should be routinely checked, state inspectors
should randomly check to ensure that re-
quired lab tests are performed accurately,
and state inspection reports should be filed
periodically and made available for public

- inspection.

s The Illinols Department of Regisiration
uand Education should institute licensc revo-
vittion proceedings apgainst the phvsicians
who engage in the abuses described in the
investipation.

o The medical profession should re-examineg
its system of peer review and develop more
cffeciive means to monitor the delivery of

-ihortion services.

BRUNNER SAID THAT although EdLh
clinic is required by law w form a consulting

-committee composed of doctors to review

the clinie’s procedures, the committees have
obviously nol been doing the job adeguately.

Dr. Eric Oldberg, president of the Chicago
Board of Health, blamed a large part of the
probiem on a LS. Supreme Court degision
that took awav the hoard’s power ta regu-
tate abartion clinics.
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It's painful, real
painful. I know he
never gave me
anesthetic.’

THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

Continued from Page 14

pregnancies.

“Go get a pad and pencil fo take down her
name,” Hah ordered our investipator in the
middle of the abortion. “We _can schedule
[her sterilization] for Sunday.”

AS HAH MOVED quickly that day from
abortion to abortion, “You could hear the pa-
tients screaming,” our undercover aide said.
“All Hah's patients are in pain because he
doesn't take tlme to give them the [pain-kili-
ing) injections,” our aide was told by an-
other employe. :

After their abortions, our aide discovered, .

“Nearly all Hah's patients vomit from the
pain.”

Performing an abortion without any anes-
thetic is “a sadistic approach to medicine,”
said Dr. David Zbaraz, a gynecologist who
performs abortions at Michael Reese Hos-
pital.

Hah practices at two Chicago clinics: the
Michigan Avenue Medical Center at 30 §.
Michigan and the Chicago Loop Mediclinic at
J16 N. Michigan. In interviews, Hah's pa-
tients all recounted stories of excruciating
abortions.

DILATING A CERVIX in preparation for
an abortion is a careful and gradual proce-
dure in the city’s good abortion clinics. The
muscular opening to the womb is slowly
stretched with a series of progressively larg-
er rods to accommodate the suction device
used to empty the womb.

But Hah, according to some of his former
patients, “just jabs the rod in,” as one put it,
and turns on the suction machine.

Hah, 43, is a 1964 graduate of the Taiwan
University College of Medicine, and, though
he is not a board-certified obstetrician-gyne-
cologist, he is a veteran of the legal abortion
trade.

At the Chicapo Loop Mediclinic, Hah's pa-
tients apparently are more likely to get an-
esthetics. But Hah may not wait for them to
take effect. .

Doctors “should wait a few minutes uniil
the anesthetic becomes effective,” said Dr.
Abraham Lash, former director of obstetrics
and gynecology at Cook County Hospital.
“Otherwise, it is just cruelty to the patient
for the doctor to go ahead.”

SHIRLEY JEAN FISHER will testify to
that. During her abortion at the Loop clinic,

she said, she suffered “incredible pain™ be- -

cause Hah didn't wait for her anesthetic t
work. '

Fisher, 29, knew what Lidocaine felt like
because she'd had it before, “I'd-get this tin-
gling sensation in my hand when it started
to work,” she said.

But after giving her a Lidocaine injection,
“isher said, Hah “just started right in—one,
'wo, three. I was sobbing. It was three min-
ites or less from the time 1 was led into the
oom, put on the table, given the anesthetic,
iven the abortion and out of the room. "

Fisher's anesthetic finally took- effect—in

Note o readers

Reliable abortion counseling should be
obtainable from family physicians. Oth-
er organizations that are prepared to re-
spond to women's health guestions are:

= Planned Parenthood Assn., 55 E. Jack-
son, 322-4240.

s-Health - Evaluation Referral
2757 N. Seminary, 248-0166.

Service,
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Doctors race each other in abortion derby

At the Chicago Loop Mediclinic, according to a former clinic nurse, Dr. Ming K. Haoh ond an-
other physician, Ulrich Klopfer, compete to see whe con perform the mast abortians. “When
Haoh is here,” anather nurse said, “Klopfer really zips. Hoh maorks the patients on his leg, ond if
Klopfer sees that Hoh's got a legfull, he goes like wildfire to catch up,”

the refovery room.
Another Hah patient who asked Hah for
an anesthetic is convingced she never got it.

“I asked the doctor, ‘Am I going to pet an-

anesthetic?" He said, ‘Sure, sure.” That's alt
he says is, 'Sure, sure, be quiet.

“Then he starts doing it real quick,” said
the 26-year-old mother of three. “It's pain-
ful, real painful. 1 know he never gave me
no anesthetic. T know what it feels like to
have your womb dead like that." '

a -] -]

"In Michigan, before Hah lost his license to
practice there, he performed an abortion on
@ woman who still lives with the pain.

The woman is Rosa Naperstek Taft. Be-
fore the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court decision,
Taft, an attorney, was at the forefront of the
fight for legalized abortion.

Just 2 month after abortion was legalized,
Taft, who was then 28, discovered she was
pregnant, ‘ .

The night before her abortion, she gath-
ered with some friends who had dangerons
illegal abortions in the past. “We all rejoiced
that night about how I would be able to get
a safe, legel one.”

The next day, Taft went to the Planned
Family Center in Detroit and paid $150 for
an abortion by “a Dr. Lee.”

But Dr. Lee was, in reality, Dr.-Hah. As a
result of Hah's abortion, Taft said, “I almost
died.” '

THE ABORTION ITSELF, Taft recalled,

was "exceptionally painful. It hurt so bad
and I was screaming so loud, they stuck a
tampon in my mouth.” ‘

Within a weel, Taft said, complications
set in, but Hah misdiagnosed them. Taft fi-
nally signed herself into a hospital where
Hah did not practice and spent eight months
there, three months in intensive care.

According to the lawsuit she filed against
Hah and the clinic where he was then work-
ing, doctors had to remove all her reproduc-
tive organs. Because of the infection from
the botched abortion, Taft’s physicians also
had to remove her spleen, her colon and per-
form a tracheotomy after she developed
breathing problems. Taft's. physicians said
she nlso suffered permanent damage to her
heart, lungs and kidneys.

“It took a year before I could go back to
work,” Taft said. "] had to learn to talk

again, walk apain. Every part of my body
had been infected.” The suit was settled out
of court for $600,000.

BUT TODAY, TAFT said, “I don't have a
normal body. My abdomen looks like a sky
map of the Grand Canyon. All my interna!
organs are taxed. 1 don't have a spleen. My
voice js totally changed, and T have a lot of
psychological scars that will be with me
forever.”

But, Taft added, *I'm lucky to have
lived. .. The problem isn't whether abor-
tions should be legal or not. We need to have
free and safe abortions available to women
as a right. The problem is to get people out
of abortions who are in it for profits only."”

. @ .2 9
- Taft was still in an intensive-care unit
when Hah opened his own abortion clinic in
a Detroit suburb.

But just 16 months after it opened, Hah's
new clinic was closed down by health offi-
cials for “jeopardizing the health and safety”
of patients.

During a series of inspections of Hah's As-
sociated Medical Clinic in Livonia, health of-
ficials found: '

o Instriments that were "dirty and worn to
the point that the stainless-steel finish had
deteriorated and the instruments were begin.
ning to rust.”

% Recovery room beds made. with dirty
linens. '

@ "Supposedly sterile instruments” encrusted
with *“dried matter.” .

o Instruments being “sterilized” with Tide
detergent and surgical eguipment, including
the suction machine, being “cleansed” with
plain water.

But the state's closure of Hah's clinle did
not put him out of the abortion business. He
stili was performing abortions at the
Planned Family Center in Detroit.

And Hah had begun working in yet an-
other clinic on Chicago's South Slde.

a ] -]

It was not Hah’s abortion business but hig
curious gynecological practice that cost Hah
his Michigan medical license, -

Many of his patients wefe male. And, po-
lice said, most of them were going to Hah
for drugs.

Hah gave out 384 prescriptions in four

Abortion speed, trops—an editorial
Page 17. :

months for the rarely used and dangerot
addictive drug Dilaudid, the Michigan ati
ney general’s office said.

The drug, medical experis testified
Hah's license revocation hearing in Mic
gan, is typically prescribed only for termi
cancer patients. But, the hearing offi
ruled, Hah prescribed the drug “as a reme
for pain no more severe than headaches

Police said Hah usually got $50 for ea
24-capsule prescription. Some of Hah's
tients, police charped, turned around a
sold the capsules on the street for 310 to §
apiece. :

Hah's license to ' practice medicine

‘Michipan was revoked on Dec. 3, 1975.

then he already had begun working, at lea
part-time, in Chicago.

BASED ON MICHIGAN'S action again
him, Illingcis initlated proceedings again:

‘In three minutes, | was led int
the room, put on the table, givei
the anesthetic and given the
abortion.’

Hah in September, 1978, and on Nov. 2
1376, revoked his license.

Almost two years have passed, but Hal
has managed to maintain his practice almosl
without interruption.

Within 10 days of the revocation order,
-Hah filed a complaint in Circuit Court chal-
lenging Miinois’ right to take away his .
cense based on. his activities in Michigan,
The stnte was enjoined from revoking his lis
cense pending a ruling on that complaint,

On Feb. 4, 1877, a Circuit Court judga
upheld the order revoking Hah's license,'
Again, Hah appealed. The case was befora
the Iltinois Appellate Court for a full 21
months before the court upheld the revocas
tion Nov. 3.

On Monday, Hah toolc the first steps tos
ward appealing the appellate court decision,
And on Tuesday, the state moved to prevent
Hah from practicing during the appeal
process. . , ,

But during previous appeals, Hah contin.
ued te perform abortions at the Chicago
Loop Mediclinic and the Michigan Avenue
Medical Center. Last year, Medicaid paid him
$217,500 for his services to public aid pas
tients. And by July of this vear, Hah had ale
ready billed Medicaid for more than
£200,000 worth of work.

At both Chicago clinics, Hah gets paid by
the abortion. Those who've watched him
work think that's why Hah races—for the
money, ' . .

At- the Loop Mediclinic, Hah's contests

Turn te Page I8

Parenthood group
hails abortion quiz.

The Chicago area Planned Parenthood
Assn. applauded Tuesday The Sun-Times and
Better Government Assn. investigation of
abortion clinics, calling it “2 service to the
community.” t

Marcena Love, chairman of the organiza-
tion's board of directions, said “A woman
faced with an unplanned pregnancy who is
considering the alternative of abortion may
feel alone, confused and frightened. She
needs to know where to turn for reliable in-
formation. She also needs to know that the
government will protect her right to high-
quality care.” '

Love also said Planned Parenthood “enthue
siastically supports” Thompson's intended
crackdown on the medical abuses uncovered
in the series. -

“The answer to substandard practices ig
adequate inspection, evaluation and enforces
ment, not recriminalization,” Love added.”-

Planned Parenthood provides, among othep
services, counseling on adoptibn, abortion
and contraception,
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IN 19.73 Rosu anersiek Tuﬂ a Defrmf ﬂﬂorney, was given an uburhun by “a Dr. Lee'—in
reality, Dr. Ming Kow Hah. Within o week, complications set in, requiring eight months of hos-
pitalization. Accarding ta a lawsuit against Hoh, setiled aut of court in her favor for
$600,000, the abortion coused her to lose all her reproductive organs, spleen and colon. "

don't have o normal body,”

she said, {AP Photo)

‘The abortion
was exceptionally
painful. It hurt so
bad- and | was
screaming so loud
they stuck a tam-
THE ABORTION pon in my mouth.’

PROFITEERS

Continued from 'Page 15

with another clinic doctor, Ulrich Klopler,
are a continual source of conversation.

“They compete to see who can get the
most patients done,” said a former Loop clin-
ic nurse, “They’ll ask each other, ‘How meny
have you done?, or they'll ask the staff how
many the other guy has dome. ... Klopfer
would be having a cup of coffee and be on
his last sip when he'd jump up and say, ‘I'd
better get going or Hah will have the whole
recovery room full.'” '

Hah keeps track of -the number of -abor-
tions he has done by penciling marks on the
pant leg of his surgical scrub sujt. At the end
of the day, he tallies his marks and totals
how much he's owed.

*“When Hah is here,” a Loop clinic nurse
said at a staff meeting, “Klopfer really zips.
Hah marks the patients on his leg, and if
Klopfer sees that Hah's got a legfull, he goes
like wildlire to catch up.”

BUT HAH'S PACE, BGA investigator Julia
Rockler discovered, is hard to beat. While
nalf a dozen medical experts consulted by
The Sun-Times agreed that doctors should
schedule their abortions a minumum of 135
minutes apart, Hah can easily average six to
eight abortions an hour on busy days.

In fact, if Hah’s own surgical records can
be believed, Hah can do two abortions at a
time. On Aug. 12, 1978, for example, Loop
clinic records showed Hah performed two
ibortions—beginning to end-—at 410 p.m.
And on Aug. 16, he did it again, completmg
wo at 2:20 p.m,

But in his heste, Hah's record keeping can
et mixed up.

In at least one case, our investigator dis-
covered that Hah was in such a hurry that
he filled out a form for one abortion before
it took place. In fact, this particular abor-
tion—which, Hah wrote on ‘the patient re-
cord, went "well”— never took place at ail.

In another case, Rockler discovered a
blank record for a patient who had under-
gone a Hah abortion three days before. Hah
was asked to fill out the form—right down
to the dimensions of the patient’s uterus—
from memory.

QUITE A FEAT for a doctor who rarely
knows his patients’ names. Dr. Antonio
Scommegna, who teaches at the University
of Chicago and performs abortions at Mi-
chael Reese Hospital, says a doctor who
spends only two to three minutes on each
abortion ‘“can’'t even say hello to the
patient.”

The abortion itself “can be done in as
short a time as five minutes, no shorter,"
Scommegna said. “The anesthetic takes at
least two or three minutes to take effect.”

Additional time is needed, he said, for the
doctor to talk to the patient, “so she doesn't
feel threatened by the doctor. You have to
examine her first, then explain the procedure
to her and assess whether she is going to be
co-operative, There should be a hond be-
tween the patient and the doctor. Psycho-
logically it is important. The patient needs to
trust the doctor.

“We don't schedule more than one [abor-
tion] every 15 minutes. We are not an ag-
sembly lines”

Scommegna and almost a dozen other
medical experts consulted during the investi-
gation said they would never attempt more
than 15 to 20 abortions in a day for fear that
the monotony of the procedure and the re-
sulting fatigue would endanger patient
safety.

But Hah continved to perform abortions at
a pace that frightened even his assistants—
20, 30, 40 a day.

And between his potients’ screams, our
BGA investigator heard one Hah aide lament,
“He's going to have to kill a patient belore
he learns.”

NEXT: The people who staff the mills,

By Karen Koshner

.State inspectors paid surprise visits Tues-
day to five clinics named in the Sun-Times’
series on abortion abuses, but they were de-
nied entrance to one clinic and refused ac-
cess to patient records at another.

The inspectors were turned away at the
Summit Medical Center, 850 W. 103d, owned
by Dr. Arnold Bickham, and inspectors were
iold by aides at another clinic Bickham
owns, the Water Tower Reproductive Center
Ltd., 810 N. Michigan, that thev could not
seg any records. :

At one clinic, police were called as & Sun-
Times photographer took pictures of siate
officials ‘inspecting (he flacility.

THE INSPECTIONS were ordered by Gov.
Thompson, who said, “These inspections will
continue until T am personally satisfied that
the safety of the patients is not in jeopardy.

“First of all, we want to show them [the
clinics] that we are not indifferent to the
way they are running these clinics. Second,
we want o gather whal evidence we could
to confirm what The Sun-Times found so we
can revoke licenses of clinics and doctors if
necessary.”

The two-person inspection teams from the
Department of Public Health and the Depart-
ment of Registration and Education gained
entry to Biogenetics Ltd., 520 N. Michigan;
Michigan Avenue Medical Center, 30 5.
Michigan, and Chicago Loop Mediclinic, 316
N." Michigan.

One state official said the Inspectors found
some “problems” that could justify immedi-
ate actlion in at least one clinic, but declined
to amplify until he met with the governor.

BESIDES STATE inspectors, two FBI
agents were seen leaving Biogenetics, bul re-
fuscd to explain their visit.

At a press conference at the Conrad Hilton
Hotel, Thompson said he ordered the inspec-
tion teams to “stay all day” lo talk to clinic
staffs and patients and to inspect records.

Thompson repeated that he has ashed
state Atty, Gen. William J. Scott to expedite

pending lawsuits against at least two p.
cians nmentioned in the Sun-Times' Abo.

Proliteers series,
He also has instructed Department of |
lic Aid officials to “step up” reviewing c
Turn to Pag:

By G. Robrf Hillman

Sun-Times Bureau

SPRINGFIELD, UlL.—Sen. Richard M. D:

ley {D-Chicago) said Tuesday he will 1
again to tighten the regulation of abortis
clinics by requiring that all their counselor
be licensed by the state.
* The senator, son of the late Chicago ma
or and chairman of one of the Senate's twi
judiciary committees, introduced eounselor
licensing legislation last year but was forcec
1o hold it in his own committee, largely be-
cause of strong opposition from the Illinois
Planned Parenthood Council.

Daley said he will reintroduce the legisla-
tion when a new General Assembly con-
venes in January.

Meanwhile, he appointed Sen. Leroy W.
Lemke (D-Chicago) chairman of a five-mem-
ber judiciary subcommittee to hold public
hearings on the issue. .

“THESE CQUNSELORS are salesmen,”

Daley declared in, .an interview, referring to
a five-month Sun-Times and Better Govern-

_'l'um to Page 17

Sun-Times Pholo by Richard Derk

SURPRISE VISITS by state inspectors to several Michigan Av. obortion clinics Jed ta a scuffle
at Biogenetics Lid., 520 N, Michigan, o clinic under investigation by state officials. Sun-Times
reporter Lynn Sweet {righl) and phatagrapher Perry C. Riddle were inside the clinic when on
unidentified Biogenetics employe restrained Riddle, grobbed his comera and called pofice to re-
port thot an armed robbery was in progress. Riddie and Sweet were token into custedy,- but
not charged, by alficers shawn questioning them in front of the clinic at 520 N. Michigon.
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Sen. Daley’s legislative plea:

Copyrlght, 1978, The Chlcags Sun-Times; Sun-Times Phola by Richard Derk

VICTORIA SANDERS, operafor of one of the most successiul—and deceptive—abortion-re-
ferral services in Chicage, would be licensed by the state under Sen. Daley plan.

Continued from Page 16

of physicians who are still providing services
to Medicaid recipicnts while the physicians
face possibie termination from the program.

., ONE OF THE DOCTORS named in the

Sun-Times’ serics has challenged his suspen-
sion from the program as a result of findings
in an investigation that began in 1976. A
second doctor "named In the series is also
challenging Public Aid's claims that he over-
billed the state for services.

After the two clinic’ Inspections failed
Tuesday, U.S. District Court Judge John
Powers Crowley told the state’s lawyers that
inspectors are legally entitled to enter the
Water Tower clinic and review -its records.
Crowley's statements were in response to

Sun~Times
Wednesday, November 15, 1978

rtion s

-Gov. Thompson and some state agencies
are -moving with laudable speed to attack
abuses that victimize
women at four Chica-
“go abortion clinics.
Without  siowing
their - efforts, they
-should beware the
“traps being. set by
ahortion foes. ;

For -example, two 0

s

pending proposals THE ABORTION
seek to. de_ny & choice PROFITEERS
on abortion. That’s

no way to curb thie mistreatment of women
uncovered by Sun-Times reporters Pamela
Zekman and Pamela  Warrick and Better
. Government Assn. investigators. You in-
crease mistreatment by helping revive back-
room abortion butcher shops, which is what
_such proposals do..

Ald. Edward M. Burke (14th) has sought
to amend the City Code with provisions
similar to an-Akron (QOhio) abortion ordi-
nance that is being challenged in court. Part
of Burke's aim, as we read It, goes beyond
heaith and safety issues. It is to Irighten
women out of having abortions—through
excessive, highly emotional and misteading
warnings, followed by a plea for the woman
0 deliver a baby and put it up for adoption.

in the General Assembly, which recon-
rened Tuesday, Sen. LeRoy W. Lemke {D-
“hicago) spearheads what may become an
nti-abortion blitz for a constitutional con-

the state's request for clarification of an
earlier order, which expires Nov. 24, allow-
ing Bickham to continue operating pending
appeal of his license revocation.

The state also filed suit 'In Circuit Court
requesting that inspectors be allowed into
Summit, which has no operating license.
State officials have said that the clinic has
never been inspected because of a staff
shortage that has backed up mspecnons for
six mopths.

Althdupgh some of those same officials said
the -Summit clinic was operating, they said
they had no way of knowing whether abor-
tions were, being performed there. But, ac-
cording to a clinic employe, Summit has
been regularly performing abortions. The
employe said 10 procedures were scheduled

eed, traps

vention to ban legal abortions. Thirteen
states have approved that idea; approval by
35 is needed.

Other attacks on the nght of a choice on
abortions are being readied, too.

Thompson deserves credit for quickly
promising a Special task force to crack down
on abortion ahuses and for consndenng more
lilinois Department of Public Health inspec-
tors, ‘but he should be wary about new legis-
lation lest it overstep legitimate bounds.

Existing rules might need some modifica-
tion and strengthening. They surely need to
be renforced. But enforcement has lagged.
After the state revoked one Michigan Av.
ahortion mill's license, IDPH didn't press to
have the clinic shut down. It continued to
operate, Nor was the public told of the clin-
ic's status. One IDPH offical now says in-
forming the public “might not have been a
bad idea.” . )

Medical groups have been lax, too, as the '
abuses show. No wonder. Consider, for in--
stance, the attitudes of Chicago Medical So-
ciety president Dr. Clifton L. Reeder. Even
25 he promised to name a committee to in-
vestigate abortion clinic- conditions, Reeder
sald he saw no great urgency in the problem.

He's .wrong.

Zekman, Warrick and the BGA found ex-
isting legal, and ethical, codes violated, Safe
clinics don't fear enforcement. And solid en- -
forcement can rescue women from abortion

abuses without the potentml dangers of
hasty legislation.

Continued from Pape 16

ment Assn. investigation of abortion clinics
in Chicago, “They say anything to get abor-
tions. . . . It's ridiculous.” .

Daley’s measure would amend Ulinois’
abortlon law to require all counseling—he-
fore and after an abortion—bhe done by per-
sons licensed by the Illinois Depnrtment of
Chrldren and Family Service.

“ Margaret Fenley, public-affairs co-ordina-
tor for the Illinois Planned Parenthood Coun-
cil, sald her organization would oppose Da-
ley’s bill again in order to avoid requiring
licensing of Planned Parenthood counselors,

- who do not work in abortion clinies but do

provide outside abortion counseling.

"“The reason we oppose It iz because we
have what we feel i5 an excellent counseling
‘program regulated by our own internal regu-
lations," Fenley said. “If that bill passes and
we suddenly are facing licensing and fees, it
would have a devastating effect on our

Monday while the state inspectors were

- waiting, in vain, to inspect the clinic.

AT BIOGENETICS, a clinic employe
grabbed the camera of Sun-Times photopra-

.pher Perry Riddle after the employe became

enraged because Riddle was taking plctures

of -the visit by two state inspectors.
Police were summoned on a report from

the clintc that an armed robbery\was in

_ progress.

Riddle and Sun-Times reporter Lynn
Sweet were detained and searched for weap-
ons by police as they left the bullding.

Meanwhile, Riddle's film was exposed by
the clinic employe.

Ultimately, his camera was returned and
no charges were filed.

Downstate volunteer counseling progri
" Fenley said it is Planned Parenthood’
sition that the state should license and .
late professionals, such as psychologist:
social workers, but should steer clear o
cific topic areas, such ag abortion counse

In the Senate, Don Wooten (D- Roci

_ land), who authored the state's current &

tion regulations, said he believes that
kinds of abortion abuses uncovered by
Sun-Times could best be cured with b
enforcement rather than with new law

“I don't agree with abortion. I don't t}
it should be done,” he said. “But as lonj
the Supreme Court says it's legal, it she
be regulated. ... And somebody is not
forcing the law. That is clear... . . There's
reason you can't revoke doctors’ licenses
shut these places down. . .. There is enot
in the law to regulate abortions, If the (I
nois) Department of Public Health will
enforce it."

In the House, Eugema 5. Chapman (D- y
lington Heights), chairman of the Human F
sources Committee, agreed. And, she sa
she’ planned to have Dr. Paul Q. Petersc
the state’s public health director, and othe
appear before her committee next month
explain why enforcement of abortion lav
appeared so lax.

Also, in- the House Tuesday, Rep. W

- Timothy Simms (R-Rockford) introduced’

resolution directing the Illinois Legisiativ
Investigating Commission to conduct an In
quiry Into the abortlon business .

DALEY'S LICENSING measure is the only
legislation still alive In the General Assembly
almed at tightening abortion regulations.

There are, however, other abortion issues
before the "Legislature, inciuding & men-
sure—vetoed by Gov. Thompson—to prohihe
it state employes from paying for abortions
through their state health insurance and n
Senate resolution urging Congress to call a
constitutional convention to consider a nght-
to-life amendment

- IP7Y, GUAED SUN-TIED -
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- We were hired off the street as aides,
 medical assistants and counselors.

~ Without checking our references or cre-
. dentials, four of Chicago's abortion clinics
_gave us jobs we were unqualified to hold
- and tasks we were untrained lo perform.

" The clinics asked us to do everything but
. perform the abortions. They wanted us o re-
.move IVs, administer injections, give psycho-
_logical counseling and assist in surgery.

Sun-Times reporier Michelle Stevens was

- forced to quit her job, and abandon the in-
vestigation of a fifth clinic, when. she was
ardered to draw blood from patients and re-
~ {used.

Although other investigalors also refused
-tasks they were untrained {or, we discovered
“that, in"some cases, we were more qualified

to work in abortion clinics than those we
.worked beside. .

In our months of workmg undercover in
. four Michigan Av. abortion mills, investiga-
tors found aldes routinely inventing vital
- slgns, lab technicians mlxing up crucial tests
. and counselors selling abortions to confused

. and frightened women.

‘8 @ °

While record keepiﬁg by doctors in bad

‘Such  viial
signs as pulse,
temperature and
blocd pressure of-
fen are not mea-
sured-—they're
made up.'

THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

Fifth in a series

clinics may be illegal and inept, the record
keeping by some of their staffs is dangerous-
1y inventive.

At two of Chicago’s Michigan Av. abor-
tion mills, such vital signs as pulse, tempera-

ture and blood pressure often are not mea- .

sured—they're made up.

Patients’ conditions before and aftler their
abortions are recorded with pat phrases
memorized by nurses and aides.

Dr. David Zbaraz of Michael Reese Hospi-
tal, and many other gynecologists who per-
Torm abortions, sald he, for one, would not
perform an abortion wnhout 1he patient's vi-
tal signs.

But, he added, “Ask me if I think there are
some abortion mills that don’t take vital

Turn 1o Page 19

“Copyrignt, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times; Sun-Times Phalo by Parry C..Riddie
INVESTIGATOR Julionne Felkner, working undercover at the Michigon Avenue Medical Center,
moke up” patienls’ vilol signs,

30 S. Michigan, was told 1o ™

By Pamela Zekman
.and Karen Koshner

. ‘Dr. Arnold Bickham, who is challenging
ﬁhe slate’s authority to regulate. his abortion
m

business, lost two
court -battles
Wednesday.

In one, a Circuit

Court judge tempo-
rarily prohibited
abortions at Bick-

TTRM ham’s South Side
| : edical clinic.
PROFITEERS . " Judge Francis .T.
] = - D i i
E@ﬁﬂ#ﬁ@ﬂ Le‘i:lapnoer};rylssggsdtralirllf

ing order prohibiting Bickham, or any other
doctor, from performing abortions at his
Summit Medical Center, 850 W, 103d, which
has been operating without a license.

MEANWHILE, U.S. District Court Judge
John Powers Crowley refused Bickham's re-
guest to continue a restraining ordér that
kad prevented the Ulinois Department of
Public Health from enforcing state regula-
tions at his second clinic, Water Tower Re-
productive Center Ltd., 840 N. Michigan.

Assistant Atty. Gen. Terry Troy said this
1llows the state to move against the Water
Tower clinic, which-has not been inspected
1y -the health department_since November,
977.

These actions [ollowed disclosures by The
jun-Times and Better Government Assn. of
lickham's success in avoiding state regula-
fons at both clinics while dangerous medical
ractices roptinely -occur at the Water
‘ower facility.

The Circuit Court order js effective until
iov. 27, when attorneys“ior ‘the; state will
aturn to court to ask for a permanenl in-
inction or, until the clinic's attorneys can
ersuade a federal court judge to overturn
e action.

DURING SURPRISE inspections Tuesday
“the clinics named in the Sun-Times' Abor-
n Profiteers series, inspectors were denied
Imittance to Summit, which has had an ap-
ication pending with the health department

since July. Although it had not yet been in-
spected for [inal approval, the clinic was ac-
cepling appointments for abertions and, ac-
cording to at least one employe,. has heen
routinely performing them. |

The state revoked Water Tower Repro-
ductive’s license on Sepf. 25 because Bick-
ham had refused to admit inspectors since
November, 1977.

Troy said the state went to court seeking

" an order permilting inspectors to enter the

clinic, but during the hearings the clinic's
lawyers said inspectors would be admitted.

Troy sald the his office did not act sooner
because the state suspected that abortions
were being performed at Summit, but in-

“spectors were not allowed inside to find out.

He said his office discovered evidence Tues-
day that confirmed the state’s suspicions.
He submitted an affidavit signed by BGA
investipator Mindy Trossman. Working un-
dercover at the Water Tower clinic, Tross-
man said a doctor there told her he also per-
formed abortions at Summit. :

THE CLINIC'S attorneys did not challenge
the state’s contention that Summitl 15 per-
forining abortions.

Arguing for the clinic, Aldus Mitchell said
a federal court order that prevented the state
from enforcing state reguiations at the Wa-
ter Tower clinic also would apply 10 Summit
because the two were “aller epgos” of
-Bickham.

Mitchell maintained that the federal court
order permitted Bickham to continue to
practice medicine—including performing
abortions—at the clinic while the other court
cases are bheing decided. Troy replied that al-
lowing Suminit to continue performing abor-
tions would be “a ridiculous result” of the
federal court: %rder.

“According to that legic, Bickham could
perform abortions in the middie of Michigan

JAs Troy said.

Delaney sald that” as long as Bickbam
could perform abortions al the Water Tower
clinic, his rights were not being. denied.

Meanwhile, state investigators are trying
to find out il abortion clinics named -in the

Sun-Times® sttdes have failed to report com-

plications from abortions, as required by
law.

That is among the possible approaches a
government task force is considering as it at-
tempts lo crack down on abuses being dis-
closed in the series on the Abortion
Profiteers.

UNDER STATE LAW, abortion clinics
must report instances of Infection, hemor-

rhaging, perforations and other complica-.
" tions listed on a state form they send to the
.Depariment of Public Health.

During an investigation of dangerous
medical practices in four Micbigan Av. abor-
tion clinics, undercover reporters and Inves-
tigators found that at two of the clinics, the

prysen=ro ’ . s s gregps

Michigan Avenue Medical Center, 30 5.
Michigan, and Biogenetics Lid, 320 N.
Michigan, the state forms were filled out be-
fore the abortions even took place. ‘

Employes automatically checked off “no
complications” even though an alarming
number of patients phoned or revisited the
clinics with complaints of serious complica-
tions. Some of them required hospitalization
for treatment of infections, incomplete abor-
tions, lacerations and punclures of the
womb. L

Al Water Tower Reproductive Center
staffers filled out the state forms reporting
“no complications’™ after abortions, but with-
out even looking at -the patients' files.

ssrerepiar

Copyrlghl, 1926, The Chlcago Sun-Times; Sun-Times Photo by Jim Kieplisch
DR. ARNOLD BICKHAM, owner of Water Tower Reproductive Center Ltd., 840 N, Michi-
gan, leaves federal court building Wednesday after o U.S, District Court judge refused to

confinue o restroining order that had prohibited the lllinois Department of Public Health
from ingpecting his clinic,
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.CORONER'S VERDICT

| STATE OF INDIANA
s

, The Cook County State's attorney’s office =
CGU.NTY QF LAKE

has reope%’ its investigation of the abor ;
tion-relatedsdeath of a Hammond woman be
cause of information provided by The Sun
Times and Belter Governmenl Assn

The woman, 26-year-old Sherry Emry.
died Jan. 2 after undergoing an abortion at
the Water Tower Reproductive Center, 840
N. Michigan. First Assistant State’s Atty
Barry Gross said, “Based on information we

1, DR. ALBERT T, WILLARDO, Coroner of said Cousnly, on the 9th day of Mareh

T1978 .0 Cruwn Puint - County of Lok, Stae of Indiana, beldwan

inquent £X ec ngquiry 1 1s wguire inlo the mannee of dexih‘of: Sherry Fary

aE who was found 2% 5433 Hobman Avenue  lammand, Indiana : I‘E‘CE'iVEd from you abPUt the practices at that
’ e A ARy N gy A A clinic, we are pursuing the [Emry] case”
‘ ’ \ ’ ‘ In another development, The Sun-Times

learned that James T. Walker, a lawyer re-.
presenting Emry's estate, will go into U.5
District Court in Hammond Friday to file a
35 miilion medical malpractice suit against
Water Tower Reproductive. The suit will
charge that the abortion was performed in a
“grossly negligent and utterly unskillful
manner,” '

VERDICT: An. inquest into the death of Sherry Emry, 5434 llohman Avenue, lammond,
Ingiana revealed that she was certified desd at 8:05 p.m. by Lake County Deputy
Coroner David Ruzich. Investigation by Deputy fluzich revealed that the dec-
‘eased had under gone an abortion at the Wacter Tower Reproductive Clinic in
Chicago, 11linois on Decemher 2B, 1977. The decedent was released to her
-Tesidence,

C ‘ AN INDIANA CORONER blamed an in-
» complete abortion at Water Tower Repro-
ductive late last year for Emry’s death. The
clinic is one of four Michigan Av. abortion
mills named in The Sun-Times' series on
abortion profiteers.

Although the coroner repeatedly asked
State’'s Atty. Bernard Carey for help in in-
vestigating Emry's death, he claimed his re-
guesls were {gnored.

Gross said, however, that another assis-
tant state’s attorney, Charles Hartman, had
reviewed the coroner’s complaint and decid-
ed there was no basis for criminal action
against the clinic.

Only after The Sun-Times and the BGA in-

finding of the inquest herein is that the death ol Sherry Emry resulted from
the-incomplele abortion performed by unknown parties at the above-mentioned
abertion clinic in Chicago, Illinois. The findings of this inquest have
been forwarded to the Cook County criminat authorilies, for examination of
Cpossible criminal liability on behall eof the abortion clinie,

CAUSE OF DEATH: Accidental - Incompletk abortion causing spontaneous rupture
. of the corpusl”portion-of~the uterus,
*

- —

. — .
. . JUHS R EOURIS -
- Attaorney
Lake County Coroner's Orfice

REPORT Ey caraner af Loke County, Indiang, in the death ol Sherry Emry: Turn to Page 27

.

RRY EMRY in photo taken three days
before fotol obortion on Dec. 28, 1977.

S - Pair runs abort’on hot lines for cold cash; Page 21 She died five doys affer the operation

- SHE
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and Pamela Warrick
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They are identical twins with identical
cons.

They. bill themselves as “counselors.” But
their business is sales, and they use every
trick in the book to peddle abortions to con-
fused and frightened women.

Victoria Sanders and Valerie McCullough
operate competing abortion referral services
out of fancy sultes and between them adver-
tise half a dozen “abortion hot lines” in four
states.

From balconies at rock concerts, they drop
balloons emblazoned with “the number to
call.,” They hand out *hot line” matchbooks
at ball parks and flea markets. One twin
even pays a “Dr. 'Cadillac” to promote
“Abortion Hot Line” from™ his soundtruck.

According to a five-month investigation
by The Sun-Times and Better Government
Assn,, the twine are among the most suc-
cessful—and wmost deceptive—referral
agents in the Chicago abortmn business to-
day.

Working undercover as '“counselors” for
the twins, our Investigators documented
how, with bait-and-switch and sleight-of-
hand, the flamboyant sisters swindle women
who come to them for help.

ACCORDING TO OUR investigations, the
twins: :

9 Pay commissions for every abortion their
“counselors” sell,

o Charge women £45 to §150 for as little as
five minutes of information freely available
elsewhere,

® Give misleading Information, including fells
ing women more than 12 weeks pregnant
that they must go out of state for abortions.

s Qversee such haphazard pregnancy tests
that even male urine can show positive signs
of pregnancy,

“Hello,” purrs the soft, sultty voice. "How
may I help you?"

It could be any one of many phone calis
from women seekIng Information about
abortions or one of the “ifree” pregnancy
tests offered in hot-line ads. _

The calls come in on different lines, {rom
women responding to diiferent ads, some of

‘Get rich quick’

Copyright, 1978, The Chicage Sun-Timas

Victoria Sanders, 35, the older twin by a
few minutes, hag & bewlldering array ol
plinses and a covey of corporate names,

By age 26, she was one of the first black
woman stockbrokers on La Salle Street-—
and a media darling who told anyone who
would listen about her plans to “make a mil-
lion dolars before I'm 30 years old.” )

Even the New York Times wrote “that if
Victoria Sanders doesn't prosper, it won't be
for lack of trying.”

By age 27, she had convinced a Chicago fi-
nanecial columnist that her income was prob-
ably “the highest of any black woman in the
country outside the entertainment field,”

SHE SHOWED HORSES, raced sporis cars,
and traveled to exotic lands to barter crude
pil during the energy crisis. Between tace-
tracks ond airports, and tiring of “making
rich people richer," she teamed up with her
twin to open an aportion hot line in 1976,

While still ‘boasting of the socialites who
want to share thelr milllons with her and the

rich doctors who are golng to help her build .

her own abortion clinic, Sanders filed for

‘Having a baby
is a $410,000
question,” a hot
line caller was
told. ‘Do you have

that kind of money
THE ABORTIQN 1o raise a kid?'
PROFITEERS

Si{xth in a series

them deceptively officlal in" name. Both
women use the name Cook County in their
ads to lend their services an air of govern-
mental respectability.

But the phone Is always answered with
the same quiet offer of assistance.

What- those who call the hot lines don't
know .is that behind the soft wvoice are
“counselors” hired off the street, women
schooled more in sales than In the subtletles
of abortion counsellng-—counselors whe
must sell to be paid.

BGA Investigator Julia Rockler was hired
as a eounselor for McCullough's hot line. In-
vestigator Mindy Trossman wasshired as a
counselor for Sanders' hot line.

TO EARN HER BASE pay of §110 a week,
Trossman had to sign up at least eight wom-
en a week who went through with abor-
tions. Rockler had to sign up 12 to earn her
$124 weekly pay.

For each extra first-trimester (up to I2
weeks pregnant) abortion her counselors
sell, McCullough pays a $10 bonus. At Sand-
ers' bot line, counselors get a $2 bonus for
every additional abortlon sold,

Dut there are more incentives for hot-line
counselors to sell, At both hot lines, for ex-
ample, “long cases” (the more costly abor-
tiong for women more than 12 weeks preg-
nant) are worth $5 for the first one sold, $10
for the second and §15 for the third sold in
the same week.

Second-trimester abortions can be legally
performed in hospitals, and 10 Chicago-area
hospitals do them, But the twins never tell
patients that,

. They prefer to send them to a dilapidated
Detrolt hospital .where abortions may be

bankruptcy in May of this year.

From her suite at One IBM Plaza, she stiil
runs 10 corporations, using & host of differ-
ent aliases, For her First Women's Corpora-
tion, for example, o company she formed to
promote women in business, Sanders is the
elegant "Juliana J. Romanoff.” For her abor-
tion hot line, she is “your friend Pat”—or
Pat Caln, a version of her former married
name,

VALERIE, ON THE other hand, ls still
learning. Most of the time she is simply Vai-
erie McCullough, the former pharmacist who
got into the abortion hot-line business with
her sister two years ago and recently left to
start her own competing hot line, which op-
erates out of her Outer Drive East condomin-

“ium or her office at 27 E. Monroe,

. While in business together, the sisters’ re-
ferral service was one of several abortion
operations named in a 1976 Sun-Times series
on baby selling.

The sisters apparently started their coun-
seling service without much research. The
Sun-Times received many complaints aboul
their service f(rom women who said fhe

VICTORIA SANDERS

Copyrlghi. 1978, The Chicage Sun-Times; Sun-Times Photo by Richard Derk

abortion referrals,

VALERIE McCULLOUGH

£ Making up to $5,000 per week According to her tfesting meth-
on

ods, even men can be pregnant.

cheaper but conditions are &0 bad that health
authorities are trying to close It down.

In her first week, however, Trossman
found she wasn't sefling enough abortions to
even earn her base pay.

“You've pot to get your patients to come
in,” Sanders told our investigator. “The oth-
er counselor had a verv pood week, There's
no reason why vou can't make $200 a week
il you try.”

ROCKLER WASN'T doing much better at
the McCullough hot line.

“We are in the business of selling abor-
tions,” McCullough scolded. “When you are
talking to these people, it's Important to use
the positive approach. It's not ‘Do you want
a termination?’ but *When do you want a ter-
minatlon?’ Put the question to them as a sure

“sale. Limit their cholces.”

Another former hot-line counselor said
McCullough wanted her to change her tefe-

phone vaice. “She wanted me to sound sug-

ary and spicy hecause she said we had to

twins sent them to places that did not per-
form abortions. .

At the trial of a chiropractor convicted for
performing an illegal abortion, McCuilough
testified she had wxeferred a 16-year-old
there, unaware the “doctor” could not jegal-
ty perform abortions.

The girl McCullough referred suffered a
perforated uterus and was so badly damaged
by the abortion, she had to undergo a total
hysterectomy.

Since Valerie split with her sister, she hax
learned the ropes quickly. Like Victoria, she
is careful ahout where she sends her custom-
ars, Now the twins only refer women to
doctors and clinies who pay them kickbacks
or who allow them to take fees for referring
cash patients.

in her hot-line office, Valerie surrounds
herself with “get-rich-quick” books and
writes hersell memos on how (o succeed in
business withoul really lying.

"My sister will tell people anything,” says
Victoria. According to those who've worked
for the twins, both of them will

Pamela Zekman and Pamela Warrick

sound inviting, Our phone work was |
most important. She wanted us to get th
in there, no matter what, because o
;they re In, she fHgures she's got them sol¢

Hot-line customers usually hear from t
soft saccharine voice again, after their abg
Ions. But that’s not because the hot line
concerned about the patient’s health. it's b
Fause the hot-line employe has to be sure tl
patient went through with the abortion -
garn her commission,

MANY OF THE callers to the twins® h
lineg also are given the impression~—Inter
tlonally so—that the number they've reache
13 a real abortlon clinic or maybe a hospita

Even Trossman on her first day at the hi
line was told by Sanders, “We are a fully |
censed hospital. We can perform any type ¢
outpatient surgery you can think of: aho
tions, vasectomies, face-llfts “vaglnt
reconstructions,”

Not a few hot-line customers are shocke
to find out that the hot line Is really no mor
than a hot line. “When I walked in, I wa

-really surprised,” said a woman who ha
been snared by one of Sanders' “Chicag
Women's Center” ads. I expected to se
people in white gowns and nurses, I thougt
it was going to be a clinic.”

Most hot-line customers pget their fir
iook at the “'hot-line hospital” when they ar
rive for their “free” pregnoncy tests.

Besides the fact that the teats are rarel
free, hot-line pregnancy tests are notorious!
unreliable. Even the ¢linics to whom the he
lines sell patients redo the tests when the pr
tients arrive for their abortions:

One woman who had a positive pregnanc
test at the Sanders’ clinic found out tw
weeks later she was not pregnant at. all.,

“It makes me wonder,” she said, “whethe
this ‘hot line’ just tells evervbody they'r
pregnant to get their money."

We wondered the same thing when th
hot lines diagnosed three out of four sample
of male urine as “positively pregnant.”

According to the twins' method of detet
mining pregnancy, Sun-Times reporter M
chael Flannery is pregnant, BGA investlgato
David Protess is pregnant, and so is Sun
Times reporter Michelle Stevens' husband,

TROSSMAN ONCE saw Sanders play Rus
sian roulette with five women waiting t
find oul if they were pregnant. |

The oflice wag crowded and Sanders wa

Pers to Page X
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Continued from Page 21

angry about the time her staff was taking on
urine tests. It takes at least two minutes for
the tests to show definite results, but Sand-
ers decided not to wait.

She took one look at five urine samples
and, without knowing which sample be-
longed to which woman, Sanders strode into
the reception room and pronounced the still
unconfirmed resulis.

“There are five tests,” she told the anx-
fous women, “and all but one are positive.
So you re pregnant yuu're pregnant, and
you're pregnant. . ..

“How do you keep them straight?" asked

“one of the “pregnant” women, herself a lab
technician. Sanders assured her she had.
Even 50, Trossman later discovered that at
lesst two of those five women were not
pregnant after all.

ON OTHER OCCASIONS, Trossman
watched Sanders send customers to abortion
clinics even before the pregnancy tests had
been run. “I knew they all were positive,”
Sanders told Trossman later.

Even on those rare occasiois when hot-
line pregnancy tests do turn up negative, the
customers don't get away easily.

When Sanders told an mvesngator that
her sample of male urine had “somehow"
turned -up negative, the investigator got a
call back from Sanders’ hot ling advising her
to come back for.a more reliable, and more
expensive, pregnancy test, a test for which
Sanders pockets $10.

5 [ e o

Note to readers

Reliable abortion counseling should be
obtainable from family physicians. Oth-
er organizations that are prepared to re-
spond to women’s health questions are:

e Planned Parenthood Assn., 35 E, Jack-
son, 322-4240.

¢ Health Evaluation Referral Service,
2757 N. Seminary, 248-0166.

‘ By Pamela Zekman
~ and Karen Koshner -

- IHinois Atty. Gen. William J. Scott issued
subpenas Thursday for the records of two
abortion referral ser-
vices in an investiga-
tion of possible con-
sumer fraud.
Meanwhile, a Cir-
cuit Court judge
paved the way for
the closing of the
Water Tower Repro-

PHOFITEERS ductive Center Ltd.,-

840 N. Michilgan,

ﬁeaciwn owned by Dr. Arnold
Hekham.

Scott announced his move w:thm hours of

he Sun-Times disclosure that the referral
wvices are routinély swindling women by
ving them little'or no counseling in addis
on to haphazard pregnancy tests.

‘MORE THAN 51X MONTHS ago, the Le-
1! Assistance Foundation contacted Scott's
fice with at least three complaints from
omen who gave hot lines 575 to $275 to
ike medical arrangements for secomnd-tri-
ster aboxtmns, which .can legally be per-

EELE BRI

‘She -spent
about five minutes
with .me, maybe
not even that long.

But $150 for five
THE ABORT!ON minutes?*

PROFITEERS

At the twins’ hot lines, counselors are paid
for selling. And that's what women who cali
the hot lines get: a sales pitch.

“Counseling?” sald a former hot-line
worker. “There was none. What we were
doing there is selling abortions. We got no
training except in what not to say. How not
to use words liice ‘fetus’ or ‘kill’ that might
scare the customers away. Don't mention
complications.”

Within minutes of being hired at McCul-
lough's hot line, Rockler was told to start
“counseling.” When she asked for help in
explaining the abortion procedure to a pa-
tient, she was told to sum it up like this:

“A tube about the size of a pencil is insert-
ed into the uterus and the vacuum aspirator
is turned on and removes all the liquid.
There is no scraping or cutting. Now do you
have any questions?”

If there were questions, counselor§ were
left 10 their own devices to answer them.
“But McCullough's policy,” said a former
worker, “was to tell people as little as
possible.”

AT BOTH HOT LINES, women intention-
ally are told what will sell them on abortion.
When patients complained of the cost of
abortiens at the Sanders hot line, Trossman
heard counselors remind callers of the cost
of not having an abortion.

“Having a baby is a $410,000 question,” a
hot line caller was told. “Do you have that
kind of money to raise a kid?"

When another [rightened woman asked
Sanders what pain she might expect from
her abortion, Sanders lied. “It's nothing, hon.
Logk .at me. 1 just had one yesterday!”

jormed only in hospitals. In all three cases,
the women were directed t¢ doctors who
knew nothing of the arrangements and re-
fused to perform the procedure.

The women .never received refunds and
wound up having babies.

Victoria Lynn Sanders and Valerie McCul-
lough, the two hot-line operators, were or-
dered to appear before Scott with their re-
cords. Also named in 8 subpena was Pat

" Cain, which is an alias for Sanders.

Circuit Court Judge Joseph M. Waosik
granted a procedural motion, filed by the at-
torney general’s office, reviving a 2-year old
case that seeks to close the Water Tower
clinic because it5 license was revoked.

THIS NEW ACTION cleared the way for
the state to shut down the clinic as early as
Friday.

During the hearing, Judge Wosik chastised
the assistant attorney general for not gcting
sooner to close the climic.

“What you should say to me, if you were
candid, is that because of the newspapers
your office [inally woke up,” said Wosik.

In other developments resulting from The
Sun-Times and Better Government Assn. in-
vestigation that uncovered medical abuses

and dangercus medical practlces m fnur

abortion clinics: - .- iy
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nery's urine sample was tested
under the name of Glorio Ma-
lone at Volerie McCullaugh's
abortion referrol service Be-
side UCG, the nome of the
test the hot line circled “'posi-
tive’’ on Flannery-Molone’s re-
sult card In onother test, the
Bettetr Government Assn.'s
Dovid Pratess alse wos faund
to be 1n o tomily woy

Neither of the hot lines tells their callers
that even women in their second trimester of
pregnancy can pet abortions in Chicago hos-
pitals. Instead, they sell them a $475 to $575
abortion at Plymouth General Hospital in
Detroit, now {ighting the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health to stay in business.

One woman who knew abortions were
available at Cock County Hospital and asked

e Gov. Thompson appeinted Dan K. Webb, a
former U.S. attorney, as a special assistant in
the Illinois Department of Registration and
Education to co-ordinate an interagency task
force investigating abortion clinic operations.

Webb was assigned to look intg the qual-
ity of medical care and cases of Medicaid
fraud, with an emphasis on the operations of
abortion clinics and physicians named in the
series,

o During a imeeting of the task force in

Springlield, the Department of Public Aid

said it would reopen several cases involving
Medicaid fraud.

Public Aid also will be looking for evi-
dence of doctors sigping vouchers for sur-
gery performed by other physicians, as dis-
closed in the series. -

e The Summit Medical Center, 850 W. 103d,
also owned by Bickham, was served with a
temporary restraining order banning abor-
tions for 10 days. The clinic, which had been
operating without a license, Thursday again
refused to admit inspectors from the Depart-
ment of Public Health.

@ The state filed suit against Summit, asking
the clinic to show cause why it should not

-be held in contempt of court for blocking-the

to go there was quickly dissuaded by
Sanders.

“Hon," Sanders said, “Cook County ex-
periments. They take 210 girls a weel, but
they only do abortions on 7 of them. If you
want to take the chance of those odds, that's

Turn to Page 23

inspectors. A lawyer for the clinic said
Wednesday that inspectors would be
admitted. ' ’

« Representatives of six women's groups
commended The Sun-Times abortion series,
but expressed concern that the reports of
medical abuses in Chicago clinics would add
fuel to the arguments of the anti-abortion
moveinent.

The groups demanded that Thompson ap-
point- members of the Health Evaluation and
Referral Service, which does abortion clinic
referrals, to his new task force. They also
recommended the expansion of publicly
funded abortions, birth control centers, pre-
and post-natal services, and both child-care
and health-care facilities.

o Ald. Edward M. Burke (14th) said he will
renew his drive for strict regulation of abor-
tion clinics as soon as he senses “some kind
of show of public support.”

Burke has introduced an ordinance that
would require that clinics inform prospective
abortion clients of agencies ready to help her
through a pregnancy and in placement of a
child for adoption and tell her “that it is the
policy of the City of Chicago to encourage
the woman to carry her unborn child to
ferm.” - <




' State revives 2- year-old case

By Karen Koshner . -
and Sarah Snyder

The Water Tower Reproductive Cenier
Ltd 840 N. Michigan, an abortion clinic that
has been operating
without a license, ap-
parently shut down
Friday, according to
the state attorney
general's office.

Meanwhile, Dr.
Ming K. Hah, who
has already lost his
medical license in
Michigan, is expected

THE ABORTION to have his Iltinois li-
PROFITEERS ccnse revoked ‘on

. Monday.
Reaction

Terry Troy, assis-
tant attorney general,
said he believes that
the Water Tower clinic has clesed in fear of
violating an order Thursday by Circuit Court
Judge Joseph M. Wosik that revived a two-
year-old case to close the clinic.

State inspectors from the Departments of

Registration and Education and Publie
Health stood vigil at the door of the clinic to
ensure that no patients entered.
_ Although the Water Tower cenler. owned
by Dr. Arnold Bickham, has battled the state
" for almost two years over the issue of the
Department of Public Health’s right to regu-
late abortion clinics, the Water Tower clinic
apparently stopped performing abortions on
its own accord., .

Bickham's other Chicago aborlion clinic.
the Summit Medical Center, 8§50 W. 103d.
-was prohibited from periorming abortions
~Wednesday after a U.S. District Courl judge
‘refused to extend a temporary restraining
order that had prevented the state from clos-
ing the clinic because it did oot have a

license.

Troy also said the state will appear in Cir-
cuit Court. on Monday to ask that Hah's
niedical license be revoked after a 21-month
battle” Although Hah has lost each of the

Continued from Page 22

up to vou. But most of our patients come
jrom Cook County.”

@ 9 [

- Help from the ‘hot lincs comes at a high
price.

While they do their best to hide it, McCul-
fough and Sanders charge anywhere from
$40 to 5150 for -information and referrals.

One afternoon, Sanders, in Tloor-length
red pauze, swept out of her office und
twirled round -and round the room. She was
glowing. She had just gotten word from the
-Chicago Loop Mediclinic that they already
had done abortions on B3 of her referrals.
And it was still only Friday.

-Sanders was ecstatle. By Saturday, she
wouid have 113 abortions credited to her
from the Loop clinic. At §45 to $60 per pa-
tienl, that added up to weli over $5,000 for u.
single week's worth of referrals.

IN NEW YORK, profit-making referral
services were hanned the [first vear alter
abertions were legalized there hecause too
many of them operated the way the iwins
- do.
- Just weeks after abortion was legalized in
Ilinois, New York heaith authorities were
warning of the profiteering relerral agents
“ready to leap into” tlie Chicago abortion
trade.

In ils decision banning referral agencies
like the twins' from New York, a court ex-
. Plained ils actions with these words:

“The law. which soughl te emaneipute

court decisions during that time,
has been enjoined from revoking his license
during the appeal process.

The Sun-Times and Betler Government
Assn. uncovered dangerous medical care dur-
ing a five-month investigation of four Chica-

go abortion clinics, including the Water

Tower center,

Meanwhile, state Rep. Eugenia S. Chap-
man (D-Arlington Heights) said she will in-
troduce on Nov. 27 several pleces of legisla-
tion designed to help the public health
department to enforce exisling repulations
concerning abortion clinics.

The. bills would:

s [ncrease the minimum oumber of public
health department inspections from one (o
four a year.

e Create an annual licensing fee of $150 to
offset the cost of regulation. )
o-Prohibit Public Aid payments to unlicensed
elinfes.

® Require financial and ownership disclosure
of all clinics.

° Mandate that clinic and personnel licenses
be posted as well as notices ol suspensions.

¢ Remove the veto authority of a state board
that must approve a!l rule changes proposed
by the public health department. (The com-
miftee has been virtually inactive for the last
two years because Gov. Thompson has not
filled vacancles created by the changing of
administrations,)

© Increase the penaities for violating the Am-

bulatory Surgical Treatment Act, which reg- -

ulates abortion clinics.
Chapnian, chairman of the House Human

Resources Committee, has also asked state

Rep. Michael S. Holewinski (D-Chicago),
head of the Health Care subcommittee, to
hold public hearings to find out why the
medical abuses documented in The Sun-
Times Abortion Profiteers series were al-

“lowed to happen.

The hearings will be held on Dec. 4 at the

State of Illinois Building, 160 N. La Sﬂ”E
and on Dec. 5 in Springlield.

women from servilude as unwilling breed-
ers, did not intend to deliver them as help-
less victims of commercial operators for the
exploitation of their misery.”

fn Chicago, Planned Parenthood and the
Health Evaluation Referral Service (HERS)
offer free abortion information and free re-
ferrals to. clinics whose quality they con-

. Stantly monitor.

McCullough and Sapders charge [or that
service but don't monitor clinies for quality.
They only refer patients to the Chicago Loop
Mediclinic, 316 N. Micligan; the Michigan

Avenue Medica) Center, 30 S. Michigan, or’

two other small clinics with which they
have financial arrangements.

BUT THE WOMEN who call the twing

hot lines don’t know that. And most of them
don’t even know thev are paying counseling
[ees.

For cash patients, the twins' tactic is to
quote an “abortion price” that includes their
own $G0 fee. They give the balance back to
the patient in a sealed envelope. Unaware
any of her money has been removed, the pa-
lient presents the envelope to the clinic as
payment Tor her abortion.

One patient said she learned she had paid
a counseling fee only when she was being
readied for her abortion. The nurse at Chica-
g0 Loop Mediclinic asked il she'd come from
the hot line, and shook her head when she
learned the patient had.

“At the hot line, they charge vou $60 for
sending you over here,” the palient was told,

o {'adioun numhers is right there in the: news-

the state _
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* Chapman said the heads of the appropriate
state agencies would be invited to testily as
well as former patients and other persons
who have information ahout abortion clinics.
She added that she hoped *'reputable” clinics
Avould appear to explain “the right way to
do it."”

Other public hearings arranged by a gtate
Senate subcommittee on abortion will be
held Nov. 20 at the State of Illinois Building.
The subcommittee, headed by state Sen. Le-
Roy Lemke (D-Chicago), was created to in-
vestigate profiteering by abortion ‘clinics,

In another action, the estaie of Sherry
Emry, a Hammond woman who died Jan, 2,
five days after she had an abortion at the
Water Tower clinic, filed a $5 million medi-

cal malpractice suit against the clinic in U.S.

District Court'in Hammend.

The suit, liled by attorney James T. Walk-
er, charges that the abortion was performed
“in such a grossly negligent and utterly un-
skiliful manner that the decedent’s pregnan-
cy was not in fact terminated.”

Also on Friday, the Chicago Medical Soci-
ety named a special committee to look into
how the medical community can curb medi-
cal abuses in abortion clinics.

Appointed to serve on the committee were
Dr. John P. Harrod Jr., chairman of the ob-
stetrics/pynecology department at South
Chicago Community Hospital; Dr. Antonio
Scommegna, chairman of the ohstetrics/pyn-
ecology department at Michael Reese Hospi-
tal; Dr. Robert A..Dolehide, a pulmonary dis-
edse specialist; Dr. James Bryant, a
pathologist at Edgewater Hospital, and Bar-
bara A, Van Winkle, a second-year medical
student.

The president of the medical society, Dr.
Clifton L. Reeder, and Dr. Lawrence L.
Hirsch, president-etect, will serve as ex-offi-
cio members,

Meanwhile, the president of the Natmnal
Abortion Federation said her group is doing
its best to set up a system to certily and
monitor abortion clinics so women can e
assured of safe, competent service.

paper next to theirs.”
"I think that's a real rip-off. It's decep-

"

tive, said the patient.

WITH SECOND-TRIMESTER ahortions,
hot-line counselors are instructed to do noth-
ing for the customer until they get her
money,

“The [irst step,”” McCullough told our in-
vestigator, “is to get their money, Tell them
they need to put down a $100 deposit. 1
don't want to fool around if these girls aren’t
serious.”

Women who don't have the money are
sent to see Charles 1.
West._Suburban Loan Company, 507 §. Qak

Park, Qak Park, who will pive them loans at .
30 per cent interest—the highest rate al-

lowed in Ilinois.

Women who change their minds about
their abortions learn later that what- they
paid as an “abortion deposit” is in reality a
counseling fee. And, of course, the twins'
counseling fees are non-refundable.

Few hot-line customers who talked to The:

Sun-Times were happy customers. But the
twins don’t core. They're still making
money.

And as McCuliough said after a call from
one irate customer. “Sure she's angry. But
they get over il. They have to; thev’re still
pregnant.” -

That, ol course, is Hw secret of the twins'
success. Their customers, 8aitf fanev former

Parelli, owner. of the-

PRAISING Sun-Times - staries on_abortiol
elinic abuses, Judith Widdicombe, presiden
of the Notionol Abortian Federation, say:
her group will help women distinguish ber
tween good and bad proctices in the abor.
tion field. (Sun-Times Photo by Jim Frost)

At a press conference at the Marriot H
tel, Judith Widdicombe said a booklet calle
“How to Choose a Clinic,” which lists que
tions women should get answers to befo
choosing a clinic, will be widely distributec

“We just want the safest possible cond
tions for the consumer,” Widdicombe saic

At another press conference, in the head
quarters of Friends for Life Inc., executi
director Joseph M. Scheidler said that b
running the phone number of Planned Par
enthood in its abortion abuse exposes, Th
Sun-Times ignored information supplied b,
the pro-life group about dangerous proc
dures af clinics recommended by P]nnne‘
Parenthood, &

Scheidler lauded The Sun-Times for dis
continuing the ads for abortion referral clin
ics, but explained that for pro-life groups
“The only good abortmn clinic is a closec
abortion clinic."”

employe, “are all in such a predicament they
aren't going to argue about the price. She
takes their money, but basically, gwes lhem
nothing for it."

More than one hot line customer ‘com-
plained about the high-priced “counseling”
they received. For one out-of-town referral,
McCullough took a-$150 “deposit’ and then
refused to refund it when the patient
changed her mind. .

“She spent about five mmutes with me,"
said the woman, “maybe not even that long..
But 5150 for five minutes? That's ridicu-
lous!”

Two! woimnen who tangled with the twm':_
last vear complained to every consumer
group and law enforcement agency they
could think of, but got no-relief. L

In fact, for her effort:., one ol the women
got arrested,

IT ALL STARTED ‘when" the ‘wonien dm-
covered the hot line was going to keep $65
as o referral fee, They reasoned.that was
“crazy" since the clinic the hot line referred
them to had refused: to take them. .

The hot line receptionist called a security
guard. The women called the police. But
when the police arrived, a hot-line receptmn-
ist charged one of the women thh stealing
money from the .twins’ hot line, -

in fact, the woman had been v1ct1m|zed by
the het line. But nobody at the hot line pot
arrested. The -woman dxd on chdrges of
theft.

, NEXT: The . deadly. prnctwe of. - cunmg
tnl’ﬂ{’]"w
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Al least 12 women have died following legal abortions in
-Illinois walk-in abortion clinics.

Althouph state health officials knew of not a single clinic
death just a week ago, The Sun-Times and Better Govern-
ment Assn. have learned of a dozen women who suffered fa-
tal infections or bled to death after undergoing abortion pro-
cedures in state-reguiated clinics:

e Evelyn Dudley, 38, of Benton Harbor, Mich. She died of
a hemorrhage on March 16, 1973, after an abortion at the
now-defunct Friendship Medical Center, 850 W. 103rd St.

.o Julia Rogers, 20, of Gary, Ind. She died March 28, 1973,
also from a hemorrhage, a week after her Friendship abor-
tion. '

o Dorothy Muzarow, a registered nurse who, federal
sources say, apparently underwent two incomplete abortions
at the Women's Aid clinic in Lincolnwood. She died of a
hemorrhage on Aug. 23, 1974.

© Linda Fondeen, who died Jan. 20, 1974, of a massive in-
ternal infection after an abortion at Pre-Birth Inc. The clinic
has since gone out of business.

@ Dorothy Brown, who bled to death on Aug. 16, 1974,
after an abortion at the Friendship clinic.

‘e Another woman, known to federal health authorities
only as Ms, Floyd, who died March 28, 1975, three days after
her abortion at the Associated Concerr clinic. The elinic was

‘Twelve women
suffered fatal infec-
tions or bled to death
¢ after undergoing
‘ abortion procedures

THE ABORTION in state-regulated

closed down July 1 of that year by the Illinols Department of
Public Health. ’

e Sandra Lynn Chmiel, a 35-year-old mother of four from
the suburbs, who died of massive bleeding from a punctured
uterus on June 3, 1975, just hours after her abortion at Bio-
genetics Ltd., 520 N. Michigan. According to testimony at a
coroner's inquest, Chmiel was over 12 weeks pregnant when
a Biogenetics doctor agreed to perforin her abortion for
$600. The clinic has insisted its doctor only “repaired”- the
damage the woman did by trying to abort herself, but the
clinic settled the case for $75,000 a few weelts ago.

o Another woman identified by federal sources died in
1975 of a blood cldt five days after an abortion in a Spring-
field clinic. Federal health olficers believe the death was
“probably not preventable.”

» Yet another woman known to federal authorities died ol

Turn to Page 25

SANDRA LYNN CHMIEL, 35-yeor-old mother of four, died
of massive bleeding June 3, 1975, after her abortion at Bio-
genetics Lid. She is shown with two of her children.
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By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick
1978, The Chicaga Sun-Times

Many women survive the consequences of
inaccurate iaboratory reports. In Agnes
Glasper’s case, the fefus survived as well.

That, in itself, pearly killed both mother
and baby.

Glasper had an abortion at a now-defunct
Chicago clinic on Nov. 28, 1975, A laborato-
ry reported the abortion was successful. Sev-
en and a half months later, Glasper gave
birth.

In what is believed to he the first “wrong-
ful birth” case ever filed in this state,
Glasper is seeking $100,000 from the clinic,
the. laboratory and the doctor who per-
formed her “abortion.”

Capyright,

Glasper, 30, already had two children and

was studying to be a nurse when she found
out she was pregnant. It was all she could do
to feed two children and herself on the $260

check she got each month from the Illinoisr

Department of Public Aid.

To understate the situation, hers was an
unwanted pregnancy. “I felt awful about be-
ing pregnant again. 1 didn’t want any more
kids and I could not financially handle an-
other,” said Glasper.

SHE WENT TO the Iilinois Reproductive
Health Center at 209 N. Michigan for an
ahortion. She and about 75 other women had
abortions there that day.

She didn't care about waiting seven hours
for her abortion and she didn’t care that
there was ho recovery room, only a straight-
back chair to sit in after the abortion.

“1 just felt happy that it was over with,”
she said. *1 was so relieved. 1 did not want
another child.”

The tissue removed from her womb was
sent to the now-defunct General Medical
Laboratories Ltd. for analysis. A report
signed by a lab pathologist said “products of
contception” were found in Glasper's aborted
tissue, indicating the abortion apparently
was successful.

Bui that report, claims Glasper's attorney,

Continued from Pape 24

a rare inflamation of the heart in 1975, three
days after an abortion at a Champaign clinic.

¢ Diane Smith, whose death Sept. 11, 1976,
_is still under investigation by federa! offi-
cials, She apparently told doctors at the hos-
pital where she died she had just undergone
an ahortion at a Chicago area clinic.

* A woman state public health authorities
are still trying to identify who died in 1977
‘of a perforated uterus following an abortion
in a Granite City (Il.) clinic.

In addition to these, is the death of Sherry
Emry. She died Jan. 2, 1978, of a ruptured
ectopic pregnancy which, an Indiana coroner
ruled, resulted from an incomplete abortion
at the Water Tower Reproductive Center
Lid., 840 N. Michigan,

AS A RESULT OF INFORMATION turned
over to the Cook County state’s attorney of-
fice by The Sun-Times and Better Govern-
ment Assn., State’s Atty. Bernard Carey has
reopened the investigation of Emry's death.
And members of her family have filed a $5
million lawsuit against the ‘Water Tower
clinic for medical malpractice,

The Water Tower clinic is owned by Dr.
Arnold Bickham, named in The Sun-Times as
one of the city's biggest abortion profiteers,
.He was working at the Fnendshlp chmc
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‘I was so de-
pressed. | thought
about killing the
baby—in fact, | al-

, b4 most did.’
THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

Merwin Auslander, was based on “carelessly

and negligently performed” pathological
tests. .

WHEN SHE STILL had not menstruated
two months after the abortion, Glasper went
to her family doctor to find out why. He told
her she was still pregnant-—by then, about
four months pregnant.

That was much “too pregnant” for an-
other clinic ahortion, afd all the haspitals
she called for help turned her down. She
didn't have the money to fly to New York
for an abortion.

“f couldn’t believe this was really happen-
ing. I don't think I believed it until 1 started
showing. . .. For the next five months, 1
thought T was carrying a deformed baby.

The doctor, Glasper assumed, surely must
have damaged the baby during the attempted
abortion. “1 couldn’t sleep at night. [ thought
a lot about killing myself.”

On July 18, 1976, Glasper gave birth to a
healthy, six-pound girl. She named her Tiffa-
ny.

CLASPER THOUGHT seriously about
abandoning the baby at the hospital, but,
afraid it might be neglected she took the in-
fant home.

“1 was so depressed,” Glasper said, “I
thought about killing the baby—in fact, 1 al-
most did.

“The baby cried a lot and one night, very

lale, she was crying again and I found my-
self standing over her erib holding a pillow
over her head. I was standing there, 1 don't

AT LEASY one Michigan Avenue ochortion

mill, Water Tower Reproductive Center,

doesn't empty ofter each patient’s abortion

bottles contoining aborted tissue, meaning
there con be no accurote loboratory test to
determine whether the fetus was removed,

:

D T LI I T I e L T

Copyrighl, 1978, The Chi;:agu Sun-Tlmes; Sun- Times Phote by Kevin Horan
IT TOOK time and intense psychiotric care, but Agnes Glusper has learned 1o love her
daughter, Tiffany, a daughter she thought she had oborted during a visit to o now-defunct
abortion clinc in 1975. She is suing the operotors of the clinic—in what is believed to be the

first “wrongfu! birth” case in Minois.

know how long, when I came to my senses,”

By then, Glasper was a very sick woman.
Tiffany’s birth had made her psychotic,
Glasper's psychiatrist said. She suffered de-
Tusions. Her mind created crazy explanations
for how this child had survived an abortion.

“I thought the baby had come from the
devil, that is was evil. One time it was rain-
ing out real hard. I pot scared. I got it in my
head somehow that if I sprinkled her with
rain water it might, .. like purify her 1 car-
ried her out in the rain in my nightclothes
and J got some water and sprinkled it on the
bahy."

when at least three Friendship patients died.

It is not known whether Bickham, who
sells the cheapest abortions in Chicago, per-
sonally performed Emry's abortion.

But, had it not been for the corners he
cuts in health care at his clinic, Sherry Emry
might be alive today.

A five-month investigation of the city's
abortion trade by The Sun-Times and Better
Government Assn, discovered women may
pay dearly for Bickham's discounts.

AT HIS WATER TOWER Reproductive
Center Ltd., 840 N. Michigan, our undercov-
er investipator documented how Bickham
saves money on laboratory fees by tossing
the tissue out when the law says it must be
sent to pathologists for analysis.

That economy alone could be saving Bick-
ham as much as $50,000 o year.

It may have cost Sherry Emry her life.

Working inside the Water Tower clinic
seven months after Emry's death, BGA in-
vestigator Mindy Trossman did not see any
aborted tissue sent to pathologists.

1If pathologists find no fetal parts, or other
signs of pregnancy in the tissue sample, the
doctor must conclude one of three things:

o The patient was not pregnant in the first
place, and has undergone an unnecessary
operation.

=The abdrtmn was mcomplete and fetal

NOW, THANKS TO intensive psychial
care, Glasper no Jonger has those feeli;
about her baby. Now, she says, *1 k
her. .. my doctor helped me do that.”

But for her and her child's suffering, A
lander is seeking $100,000 from the ope
tors of the clinic and lahoratory who caus
Tiffany's “wrongful birth."

Auslander says he s treading on new leg
ground in this case. Never before, he sa
has a suit been filed in Illinois- chargi
“wrongful birth.” But Auslander took t
case, he said, because “a lot of damage h
heen done to this woman.”

—

Seventh in a series

e

parts are beginning to rot in the _patient
womb.

» The patient is suffering a life-threafenin
ectopic pregnancy.

An ectopic pregnancy, which occurs whe
the embryo etnplants itsell in the Fallopia
tubes instead of the womb, can be fatal
undetected. As the embryo grows, it burs
the tube and fills the woman's abdomin
area with blood.

Victims of such abnormal pregnancies ca
quickly bleed- to death. :

° e °

;0ur investigator got her first hint. thi
thHere were no pathological reports hein
done for patients of ‘the Water Tower clini
when, working as a medjcal assistant, st
was told by her supervisor to empty opera
ing-room bottles full of "“products of conce;
tion" from several patients.

The supervisor explained:

“If we had to empty the bottles after eac
patient, we'd only be able to do 20 [abo
tions] a day."

AS IT 1S, THE CLINIC does two to thre
times that many abortions in a day. Tros!

-man saw one aide wrap up a mass of blood;

Turn to Page 2
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aborted tissue and throw it in the lrash can.

“Bickham wants us to take the bottles to the washroom to
dump it, but you get too busy to do that,” said the aide. “I
just throw it in the garbage.” -

The aide later was reprimanded by the -supervisor. "It
starts to smell if you leave it in the parbage in the steriliza-
tion room,” she said. “‘Throw it down the toilet,

“Bickham says we pay $10,000 a month rent hére so the
toiléts should be able to handle it. If they get clogged, the
building should take care of it."

_ It was to’Bickham's Water Tower clinic that Sherry Emry
went for her abortion *

" According to Lake County (Indmna) Coraner Albert Wil-
lardo Ir., Emry died of a ruptured ectopic pregnancy result-
{ng irqm her incomplete abortion at the Water Tower clinic.

The story. of her death was pieted together by The Sun-
Times and BGA ‘and the findings were turned over to Cook
‘County- State's Attorney Bernard Carey's office. As a result
of the information, Curey opened an investigation into
I:mry s death.

* She-was. only - 26 years old when she died.

A strong individual, said the coroner, the way she endured
the pain of those last days.

She always was a strong person, said her mother. And in-
dependent She ran  her own business—a leather-erafts shop’
in Hammond, Ind.

Separated from her husband, Sherry was making it alone
For the {irst time in five years, her business was in the
black Her divorce was nearly final; 1978 would be her year.

. But in the last weelts of 1977, Sherry found out she was
pregnant

" She thought she knew what she had to do. Abortion, she
confided to a friend, was her only option.

*She picked up a copy of the Chicago Reader and scanned
the ads.-It didn't take long for her to settle on an abortion
clinjc. Water Tower Reproductive—it had one of the brggest
ads on the page.

With the Water Tower name and the Michigan Av. ad-
dress, it sounded classy. Certainly, it would be safe, Stiil, she
was scared,

On the morning of Dec. 28, Sherry Emry went to the Wa-
ter Tower clinic and had what seemed to be a routihe abor-
tion—at least, it’'was what doctors would call “uneventful.”

She was back at a fnend 5 Chicago apartment in time to
catch the noon' news.

Three days later, the pain started. The clinic had given her
its standard sheet of instructions for postoperative care, Yes,
it said, expect some cramps.

It's OK, she told her friends. Just cramps; mayhe a touch

- of flu. It was New Year's Eve but she went to bed early,

*qer,

By Jan. 2, Sherry couldn’t get out of bed. Friends took
turns sitting with her, trying to persuade her to see a doctor.

" No, she said, it was probably just flu. She'd feel better.

But she slept fitfully. Sweating one minute, shivering the
next. Her knees ached, her stomach ached, every part of her
hurt. And she*was so pale—deathly pale, one might say.
* On that second-day of 1978, Sherry died, probably during
the afternoon because when they found Sherry in her bed
after dark, the -body was already cold and stiff,

L L] a
Sherry Emry’s life, was in the words of Lhe Indiana coro-

“salvageable.” She should still be alive today, he says.
But because of an incomplete abortion at the Water Tower

. clinic, ruled Willardo, she is dead.

Had Emry’s doctor at the Water Tower clinic carefully ex-

~ amined her and had he received a reliable lab report on the

tissue removed during her abortiom, “the chance s very
~slim” that Emry’'s ectopic condition would have been missed,
- said, Willardo.

To find out how a healthy woman.like Sherry Emry could
die of an ectopic pregnancy just days after seeing a doctor,
.the Indiana coroner subpenaed the clinic's records on Emry.

Bickham ignored the subpenas and is now fighting new
subpenas for those and other patient records igsued by the
Cook County state’s attorney.
 What the Indiana coroner wants to know is whether Bick-

- A note to our readers

Reliable abortion counseling should be obtmnable
from family physicians. Other organizations that are
“prepared to respgnd to women's health questions are:

" o'Planned Parenthood Assn., 55 E. Jacksony 322-4240.

~ ® Health Evuluntlon Referral Service, 2757 N, Semi-
hary, 248-0166.

<@ The Women's Sw:tchboard of the Midwest Womens
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Sherry Emry’s life,
the coroner said, was
‘salvageable.’ She
should be alive today.

THREE DAYS before undergo-
ing on incomplete obortion ot
the Woter Tower Reproduc-
tive Center ltd., Sherry Emry
wos ot home in Hammend
opening Chrisimos  presents.
Five doys after the operation,
she died, occording to . the
Loke County (Ind.) coroner, of
a ruptured ectopic pregnancy.
Her mother, Cleo Higgason,
osked: “Why didn't they know
before? Why did | hove to
lose a daughter?”

ham's clinic -discovered Emry's life-threatening condition,
and- if not, why not.

“That's all 1 ever wanted,” said Emry’s mother, Cleo Hig-
gason. I just can't believe all these things I have been read-
ing in The Sun-Trmes can go on and on .and no one knows
about it.

“Why didn't they know before? Why did I have 10 lose a
daughter?” .
L [ ] o

According to our investigations, the Chicago Loop Medi-
clinic at 316 N. Michigan and the Biogenetics Ltd. clinic at
520 N. Michigan usually don’t’ trash tissue samples from
their abortions.

But we found that the Loop Medrchnrc handles specrmens

50 carelessly that the reports it g,ets back may be meaning-
less.

And neither the Mediclinic nor Biogenetics can be depend-.

ed upon to share the findinps of pathological reports with iis
Jpatients, even when the reports may call for emergency
medical attention.

In addition, the laboratory the clinics use—La Salle Scien-
tific Laboratories Ltd,, 914 W, Diversey—may be issuing
dangerously unreliable reports, according to expert patholo-
pists consulted during our investigation.

WRHILE WORKING undercover filing pathology reports at
the Loop Mediclinic, BGA investigator Julia Rockler discov-
ered two La Salle laboratory reports with opposite findings
for the same Mediclinic abortion patient:

One says fetal parts were found in the tissue sample, indi-
cating that the patient was definitely pregnant. The other
says no signs of pregnancy were detected: the patient was
either not pregnant or the doctor left the fetus inside.

Daniel Miltman, owner of La Salle Laboratories, said if
clinics don't properly label the containers as products of the
.same abortion, the. lab»may mistakenly issue two reports:

q2 ub ol 513 jup nEdl uedct”

And those reports could give opposite results becaus
conlainer may have all the evidence of pregnancy whi.
other may contain only blood.

" But, according to the clinic file on the public aid p:
with the conflicting reports, tissue from her abortion ;
even got to the lab. Scrawled at the bottom of the fi
“Specimen accidentally thrown away by Linda.”

Any number of La Salle laboratory reports on Medit
and Biogenetics patients claimed pathologists had ident
with the naked eye conclusive signs of .pregnancy.

“A microscopic exam is essential,” said Dr. Paul B. Sz

. Chicago’s dean of pathology and director of Cook Co
Hospital's pathology division. “Even with a microscop
happens over and over again that we cannot see {the
signs of pregnancy]. * | -

Dr. Willard Cates Jr., who oversees abortion surveill:
for the National Center for Disease Contro! in Atlanta,
lieves pathological reports are 30 important that no c
should allow a patient to leave the premises without ¢

“You can’t let a woman walk out of an abortion cl
without an immediate review of the specimen,” Cates s

Without that [ab analysis, he said, “You can’t be cert
that the woman was pregnant, or that you got all the fi
remains, or whether she had an ectopic pregnancy.”

In a survey of almost 200 patients at the Mediclinic, B
investipator Rockler found that, with few exceptions, put
aid patients got microscopic exams. Cash patients did n
" The laboratory bills Medicaid separately for tests on w
fare patients. Millman said Iilinois Department of Public £
requires microscopic exams.

Last year, La Salle billed Medicaid for $735,000 worth
worl. By July of this year, the laboratory already had bill
Medicaid another $597,000. That makes La Salle one of i
top three laboratories on the state’s Medicaid payment iis

THE LAB'S USE of preprinted reports also disturbe
Szanto, who inspects hospitals for the College of America
Pathology. On such forms, the findings of tissue analysis a1
preprinted and blapks are lgft only for pathologlsts to fill i
dimensions of blood clots Temoved.

But Rockler found dozens of La Salle reports on whlch
pathologist, Dr. Arnold Mass, had not even filled in th
blanks,

Millman said Mass had only substituted for a vacationing
pathologist and had not followed lab policy.

“That's our fault,” Millman conceded after reviewing
some of the reports. “The work [analysis] was definitel
done, il just wasn't done as professionally as it should haw
been.”

Millman said the lab does accurate tests and does not issue
phony, reports.

THAT IS disputed by James Trainor, former head of the
Illinois Department of Public Aid. After leaving his state of-
fice Trainor accepted an offer to become a director of La
Salle Labs, but lasted only four days because he felt the lab
was not operating properly.

' But even on occasions when clinics do pet “reasonable re-
suits” from the lab, doctors at both Bmgenetu.s and the Loop
Mediclinic may ignore them. :

fn July, for instance, the Loop Mediclinic received a report
from the laboratory indicating an abortion on a 25-year-old
tape victim was either incomplete or unnecessary. ]

The pathologist reported {inding no signs of preguancy in
the tissue removed during the abortion but the patient said
the clinic never told her this.

fn August, “my own doctor told me 1 was still pregnant.
He said I was three months pregnant. 1 couldn't believe it,”
the woman said. "He told me to go back to'the clinic that did
the abortion.” ]

She returned to the Loop Mediclinic, where she said the
docior who had performed her abortion told her that the pa-
thology report indicated that the first abortion was- com-
plete.

But a copy of the pathology report seen by our investiga-
tor showed the doctor had not removed the products of con-
ception. But the clinic doclor went on to explain to his con-
fused patlent that once in-.a while *“we get a mrssed
abortion.”

“The doctor said | was the one in a thousand,” the patrent

- recalled.

Lpiieg nps enerlaedy

Qur medical experts said they would nol tolerate such de-
lays. A pathological report that shows o evidence of preg-
nancy must be treated as a medical emergency, pur experts
sdy. The patient must be tracked down.

As Dr. Wendy Recant, director of surgical pathology at
Michaei Reese, putl it: “This patient must be watched be-
cause in all likelthood she has an ectopic pregnancy. .. -

“It would be the grossest kind of malpractice to miss unt
eclopie pregn.mm and one woman went home and bled to
death.

Sherry Emrv did.

“NEXT: Padding profits 'with tax dollars
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"Chicago’s abortion profiteers are padding
their profits with Medicaid funds illegally
obtained through kickbacks and fraudulent
billing schemes.

*During a five-month investigation of some
abortion clinics and referral apencies, The
Sun-Times and Better Government Assn.
have documented massive abuse of the Med-
icaid propram and flagrant violations of fed-
eral law. )

In the last week, we have exposed some
of the dangerous medical practices in clinics
on the Magnificent Mile.

Working undercover in clinics and referral
services, we also found apparently illegal fis-
cal practices and watched how:

e A doctor banned from the Medicaid pro-"

pram still collects for welfare abortions.

& One clinic uses illepal kickbacks to buy
public aid patients from doctors and referral
services in several siates.

e Medicaid is billed more for services to wel-
fare recipients than cash customers pay for
the same services.

‘Although the patient already had
paid [cash] for all the services she
requested, the clinic was charging
Medicaid _another $150 for her
abortion.

e An abortion referral agent encourages
women to commit Medicaid fraud and
coaches them on not getting caught.

LAST YEAR, the llinois Department of
Public Aid paid out more than $3.1 million in
state and federal Medicaid funds for 21,663
Illinois abortions, or about one-third of all
abortions performed in the state in 1977,

Much of the money went te Chicago abor-
tion clinics, where most of the state’s abor-
tions are performed.

The ongoing court battles over the consti-
tutionality of using federa! funds to pay for
welfare abortions stopped Medicaid from
paying for thousands of abortions in the last
months of 1977 and first month of 1978. But
by July of this year, a Public Aid spokesman
sitid, Hlinois had authorized $751,072 worth
of payments for 5,161 Medicaid abortions.

‘If the clinic has
fo come up with
[a kickback] for
each patient, they
have to cut back

-somewhere else
THE ABORTION to cover the cost.’

PROFITEERS

Don’t let fraud beget fraud—an editorial
on Page 31.

BGA investigators working undercover as
“counselors” for Chicapo’s twin referral
agents—Victoria Sanders and Valerie McCul-
lough—were sent more than once to collect
envelopes from the Chicago Loop Mediclinic,
316 N. Michigan,

They didn’t know it at the time, but our
counseiors were couriers of illegal kickbacks
from the clinic to the twins.

Federal law prohibits any person from
giving or receiving kickbacks for Medicaid
services. Those convicted of breaking that
law face fines of up to $25,000 and prison
terms of up to five years.

There is no specific law in 1llinols barring
kiickbacks for patients who pay cash for
their abortions. But the philosophy behind
the federal prohibition, a state Medicaid in-
vestigator told us, is to protect all patients
from exploitation.

Kickbacks give doctors and referral agents
an incentive to provide patients, the state at-
torney said, whether patients need the clin.
ic’s services or not. And, he said, “If the clin-
ic has to come up with money for each
patient they get, then they have to cut back
somewhere eise to cover the costs. Frequent-
ly, it means cutting care.”

IN APPARENT violation of federal law,
Loop Mediclinic pays the twins kickbacks of
$45 to $60 for every pubhc-axd patient who
buys an abortion.

Working undercover in the twins' hof
lines, we documented how, in one week,
Sanders pot more than $1,500 in kickbacks
for sending 37 public-aid patients to the
Loop Mediclinic. During another weel,
McCullough apparently collected more than
51,000 for 21 public-aid patients.

Although the twins bill the clinic for
"counseling services,” we have shown in
previous stories how their brief encounters

After Sun-Times disclosure

Copyrlghl, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times: Sun-Times Phetos by Perry C. Riddie

THE CHICAGO Loop Medlchmc. 316 N Mlchrgun, run by John Sepluk (left) pays 545 to
375 illegol kickbacks for public aid patients
Michigan Avenue Medical Center, 30 5. Michigan, owned by Dr. Regaolodo S. Flarendo, bills

Medicaid far work performed by @ physician who wos booted out-of the Medicaid progrom
iwo yeors oga,

with clients consist of little more than sales
pltches. false pregnancy tests and deceptive
promises.

The primary Chlcago clinic the twins refer
patients to is the Chicago Loop Mediclinic,
3186 N. Michigan, where administrator John
Seplak pays kickbacks to the twins and oth-
er referral agents and doctors.

Seplak took control of the clinic's day-to-
day operations in 1976. At that time, the
clinic was an outpatient surgical center, six
Tigures in debt and starving for patients.

“To keep from going broke,” recalled one
of the clinic’s original investors, the Loop fa-
cility went into the abortion business. And
with Seplak's help, the clinic prospered.

Continued from Page 20

formed Carey's aides of the Emry case last
week did Carey's office subpena Emry's
medical file, as well as other records from
Water Tower Reproductive.

ASSISTANT STATE'S ATTY. Thomas
Burnham said lawyers for Water Tower Re-
productive owner Dr. Arnold Bicltham have
filed a motion to quash the subpenas. The
motion is to be heard Tuesday in Crlmmal
Court.

Emry, who owned a leather-crafts shop in
Hammond, died Jan. 2, 1978—just five days
after undergoing an abortion at Water
Tower Reproductive.

In- March, Lake County (Indiana) Coroner
Albert Willardo Jr. ruled Emry had died of a
ruptured fallopian tube “resulting from [an]
incomplete abortion"” at Water Tower
Reproductive.”

EMRY SUFFERED an ectoplc pregnancy,
in which the embryo is implanted in the
woman’'s fallopian tubes instead of her
womb.-As the embryo grows, it bursts the
tuba and nus the woman's abdominal area

with blood. .

Because an ectopic pregnancy almost al-
ways can be detected by a careful physical
examination, Willardo said, Emry “should
still be alive today."” He thinks Bickham or
other physicians at Water Tower Reproduc-
tive should have discovered the abnormal
pregnancy.

To find out why Sherry Emry died, Wil-
lardo, whose investigative authority stops at
the state line, turned to Il'inois lawmen.

On March 21, Willardo wrote to Carey ad-
vising him of Emry's death. “Several impor-
tant questions need to be answered pertain-
ing to this case,” Willardo told Carey.

THE CORONER SAID he asked Carey to
help him determine what steps Chicago
abortion clinics take to prevent deaths such
as Emry's.

But Willardo's letter went unanswered.
On March 31, Willardo wrote Carey again,
posing the same questions. And again, Wil-
lardo says, he received no response.

On April 21, Willardo wrote yet another
letter to Carey reminding bim.of the pre-

vious letters and noting, “To date, I have not -

received an answer. ... would appreciate
your response and co-operation at your earli-
est convenience.”

By July 17, Willardo said, he still had not
heard from Carey’s office. *“It will shortly be
four months since we first requested your

_investigation of this matter,” Willardo wrote

Carey in July, “and to date, {we] have not
received a reply of any sort.”

IN THE INTERIM, Willardo had issued his
own subpenas for Bickham's records on the
Emry case. But Bickham jgnored those sub-
penas and Willardo had no power to enforce
them out-of-state,

Bickham, named In this hewspaper as one
of the city's bipgest abortion profiteers,
owns three abortion clinics in two states. In
addition to Water Tower Reproductive, the
41-year-old South Side physician owns the
Summit Medical Center, 850 W. 103d, and
an abortion clinic in Indianapolis. He has op-
erated all three clinics without state llcenses.

In the last week, The Sun-Times has docu-
mented how Bickham offers the cheapest

,.abortions in town but cuts corne[s Qn patient.

care to do so.

to ot least six obortion referral agents. The

AND OUR INVESTIGATION show
how. From receipts we saw while worki
undercover in the Loop Mediclinic, we d
covered that Seplak pays kickbacks for pt
lic aid patients from at least these refen
agents:

o Victoria Sanders’ hot lines-at One 1B
Plaza.

s Valerie McCulloughs hot lines at 400
Randolph and 27 E. Monroe.

o American Family Planning at 149 Lew
Havertown, Pa,, which fields calls from C|
cago women on a toll-free hot line.

e American Women's Center at 6770 N. Lj
coln, Lincolnwood,

a Asgsociated Physicians at 2516 W. &3d.

o Family Counseling Service at 4747 '
Peterson.

WORKING UNDERCOVER In the Lo
Mediclinic, BGA investigator Julia Rockl
saw a schedule of “referral fees” taped to
wall in the accounting office.

According to the schedule, a public-aid E
tient who undergoes a $165 abortion

worth a $50 kickback to whomever referr
her.

A public-rid patient who underpoes |
more expensive, $195 abortlon with genel
anesthesia is worth a $60 kickback.

A Medicaid patlent who does not
through with an abortion put has t
cheaper menstrual extraction is worth a §
kickback.

Rockler saw receipts for Loop Mediclin
kickbacks totaling more than $400 for tv
weeks' worth of public-aid referrals fro
the American Women's Center.

LATER, WHEN WE called the center a
asked for the owner, a man who would n
give his name refused to answer questlc
about fees the center gets from clinics |
referring public-aid patients,

When asked if the ceater took money f
any of ifs referrals, the man sald, “Y

________ A A A v g
&
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wouldn't do anything for nothing, would
you? We need to make a living too.”

. A spokesman for Associated Physicians
. said patients are referred to only one abor-
tion clinic: the Chicago Loop Mediclinic.

“If they're not doing the job,” he said, “I
go down there and give them hell. I even go
down and scrub once in a while to check it

- out,”

The spokesman denied that Associated
Physicinrs gets any kickbacks from the clin-
¢, claiming the group's fees are paid by pa-
tients and cover exammatlons and pregnancy
tests.

EVEN 50, WE SAW receipts from April to
September of this yeoar showing Loop Med!-
clinic had paid kickbacks of up to $75 to As-
sociated Physicinns for patient referrals, in-
cluding a $45 kickback for a public-aid

" patient. -

But when asked about this, the spokesman -

said, “No way! We do charge. patients for
our servlces." he seid, “[but] there is no {i-
nancial hanky-paoky.”

At Americon Family Planning in Haver-
town, Pa., 8 man who would identify himself
only as "Alan, a spokesman,” denied that the
group has ever taken money for referring
patients to the Chicago Loop Mediclinic,

But we saw recelpts totaling almost $800
for Loop Mediclinlc payments to American
Family Planning for just 10 days' worth of
patient referrals includmg pubhc -aid
recipients.

At the Famlly Counsellng Service, a man
who identified himself as the administrator,
Mike Colé, denied that the service tskes re.
ferral fees for public-aid patients. However,
Loop records indicate the clinic paid kick.
backs to the counseling service.

- -] -] [}

In addition to the Loop Mediclinic, our in-
vestigators documiented apparent federal of-
-fenses at Water Tower Reproductive Center,
840 N. Michigan, and La Salle Sclentifi¢ Lab-

oratorles Ltd, 914 W. Diversey,

* Both give cash customers bargains the
government doesn't get. -

The laboratory, which does work for at
least five abortlon clinics, sells postabortion
pathology reporis to some customers for less
than $4 each, according to records shown teo
The Sun-Times by the lab owner. But the
owner, Daniel Millman, said La Salle charges
Medicaid $8 for each of the.same reports,

Miliman justified the practice as good
busmess “Business {s business,”” he sald,

“and the way you bring In business is to
give good prices.”

Last year the La Salle lab billed Pubhc Aid
-for $735,000 worth of work and was pald
$606,000. In the 11 months of this yedr, It

has been paid $605,000, making it the second.
highest paid laboratory on the state's Medic--

aid payment list. .

A5 FOR WATER TOWER Reproductive,
owner Dr. Arnold Bickham offers the chea-
pest abortions, In town—but not to the
.government.

He charges cash pattents £125 an abortion
three days & week and $110 every Wednes-
fiay, Bickham's Bargain Day. But Bickham
“bills the government $200 for each abortion.

L While Medicaid never-pays more than $150

Note to readers

Safe and compassionate abortion care
is obtainable in the Chicago area. Rell-
able abortion counseling should be
sought from family physicians. Other
organizations that are prepared (o re-
spond to women'’s health questions are:

e Planned Parenthood Assn., 55 E. Jack-
_son, 322-4240.

® Health Evamation, Referral
2757, N, Seminary, 248-0166.

# The Women s Swltchboard of the Mid-
Vel Wome'n's' ‘Center, 800-972-5404.
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"Rockler
watched McCul-
lough coach cii-
ents on how to
cheat Medicaid
THE ABORTION g’fgm not  get
PROFITEERS ’

Eighth in a series

for an abortion on a public-aid patient. it
could pay less.

And at the Michigan Avenue Medical Cen-
ter, 30 5. Michigan, thé government may be
billed for services already charged to the
patient.

Working undercover there, investigator
Julianne Felkner overheard patients belng
told that Medicaid would not pay for their
abortions If they got general, instead of the
cheaper local, anesthetics.

While it is true that Medicaid will not pay
the additional cost of a general anesthetle,
Medfcald does pay for the abortion.

IN MANY OTHER clinics, public-aid pa-
tients who want general anesthetics pay the
extra £50 or §73 out of their own pockets.
- But at least one patient at the Michigan
Avenue Medical Center paid for the whole
thing out of her own pocket—8175 for the
abortion and anesthetic. Later, Felkner found
a bill addressed to Public Ald for this same
patient. Although the pattent already had
paid for all the services she requested, the
clinic was charging Medicaid another $150
for her abortlon.

And after all that, the patient told us, the
general anesthetic didn’t help much.

I thought I would be put out cold,” she
said, "And the anestliesiologist sald, ‘Yeah,
you're not going to feel a thing.' But I felt
everything. 1 was moaning ond I was erylng.
I pulled my leg down off the stirrup, it hurt

50 bad. "
] ] ]

The Michigan Avenue Medical Center is
owned by Dr. Regalado S. Florendo. It has
been more than two years since The Chlengo
Daliy News exposed what appeared. to be
ntassive welfare ripoffs. at Florendo's South
Side Medicatd milf, the Hilitop Medical Cen-
ter, 1321 W, 87th

After public-atd officlals Investigated Flor-
endo's part In the miition-dollar Hilltop scan-
dal, they uncovered evidence of billing Irre-
gularities including bills for abortions ou
women who were not pregnant, Last June,
they told Florendo they planned to suspend
him from the Medicaid. program.

Florendo, who olready has recelved more
than §170,000 from Medicaid this yéar, con-

tested the state’s charges in hearings coin- .

pleted this month.

BUT IT SEEMS THAT while Florendo
fights public-aid authorities on that front, he
was Jicensed by the Ilinois Department of
Public Health to open his new clinic and Is
devlsing new ways to defraud the system,

While working undercover at Florendo's
Michigan Avenue Medical Center, we discov-
ered that the clinic apparently bills Medlcaid
for work performed by a physician who was
kicked off the Medicaid program two years
ago.

gDr Norberto Agustin was barred from
Medicaid in -early 1976 for "not providing
adequate care to public-aid patlents,” accord-
ing to state documents. The charges against
Agustin arose from a state review of his
“welfare practice” at the Kenwood Mudlcul
Center, 954 E. 43d.

The reviewing officer found that Agustin
was ordering dozens of laboratory tests and
drugs for patients who, according to his re-
cords, 1may not have been physically
examined.

AFTER THE PUBLIC-AID “investigation
begam,-Agustin- was caught-altering his-re-
cords to indicate he had diagnosed the pa-

_ revlew in July,

Cupyrighl 1978, The Chlcoge Sun-Timey; Sun-Times Phote by Jim Fray

A SOUND TRUCK, one of many methods employed by abortion referral agent Victorla
Sanders 1o advertise her services, cruises oround the Soldier Field parking lot during o Bears
game. Sanders’ sister, Valerie McCullough, advises women to borrow Medicaid cards from
friends or relatives. She then collects a kickback from the clinic fo whom she has referred such

wome.

tients’ ailments alter all, The state cited as
an “ominous example” a patient file that In
March Indicated “no angina." By the second
the notation had been
changed t¢ “angina.'"

Based on such flndings, a state Medicaid

“commlttee decided that Apgustin “was defi-

nitely engaged In poor medical practice,”
and suspended him from the Medicaid
program.

After he was dropped from the program,
Agustin made an illegal $5,000 contribution

‘The anesthesiologist said,
"Yeah, you're not going to feel a
thing.”” But | -felt everything. | was
moaning and | was crying. | pulled
my leg down off the stirrup, it hurt
s0bad’

to then«Gov. Dan Walker's 1976 primary
campalgn. The donatlon was part of the
585,000 in contributions made through the
Aslan American Alliance, an organization
whose principal fund-raiser also received fg.
vored treatment on large contracts from the
Walker admlinistration.

Agustin {llegally made the donation in an.
other person’s name, but was not prosecuted
because he co-operated In a state’s attorney's
investigation of the allinnce that resulted in
the conviclion of a man who solicited the
contributions.

But at Florendo’s sbortion c¢linic, records
are doctored to allow Agustin to continue
seeing Medicaid patients.

WHILE WORKING undercover in the clin-
ic, investigator Felkner saw dozens of medi-
cal reports indicating that Agustin was oper-
ating on public-ald patients.

Although Medicaid bills are not public re-
cord once they reach the Public Aid office In
Springfield, Felkner saw a bill on a desk in
Michigan Avenue Medical Center that substi-
tuted Dr. Ming K. Hal's name for that of the
real operating physiclan—Agustin.

. Felkner also saw Agustin performing
abortions and routine examinations on Med-
icaid patients. '

An attornevy who prosecutes Medicaid ol-

fenders said Agustin’s continued work
public-aid patients apd the use of anotl
doctor’s name on bills for that work cou

- lead to Indictments against Apgustin for co.

spiracy and against the other doctor f
fraud.
-] -] Q

The government only pays fof abortiot
on public-aid recipients wlth valid Medlcat
cards. But some of Chicago’s abortion prof
teers don't care that the Medicald cards p:
tients present aren’t their own. As one profi
teer put it, “We still get paid.” .

"While working undercover at Valeti
McCuillough’s abortlon hot line, investigato
Rockler heard McCullough advise womaen ¢
borrow Medicaid cords from friends or rels
tlves. And Rockler watched McCulloug
coach clients on how to cheat Medicald an
not get caught.

McCULLOUGH HELD the borrowed Med
leald card in front of her and guizzed th
woman planning to use it about her allag

When the girl made a blunder, McCul
lough sald: “You won't think this is so funn;
next week when you still haven’t taken car
of your pregnancy. You' ve got to know |
cold.”

For fees of up to $75, McCullough no
only coaches fraud, but also sends wome!
using borrowed Medicaid cards to a prlvat
photo studio at 162 N. State for new photo
for “their” Medicald ldentification cards.

Rockler once took a call from a woma
who wanted to use a friend’s Medlcaid car
to pay for an abortion. Rockler aske
McCullough what to tell the caller.

“Don't tell her anything on the phone,
warned McCullough. “it might be someon
from Public Ald calling. Tell her to come i
and we'll work something out. ™ .

LATER, WHEN Rockler was working un
dercover at the Chicago Loop Medicllnic, sh
caught a few women using borrowed Medic
aid cards. She cailed this to the attention o
clinic administrator John Seplak.

“It's not our problem,” he snid. "There.
no way we .can play detective.”

“So we're just supposed to send ther
through?” Rockler asked.

“Yep, somebody is sending them over
They’re going to get their tit in the ringer.

NEXT: The Detroit connection.
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‘She was sick,
real sick. And this
dog, this dog was
sniffing her, roam-.
ing around, Iicking

blood off "the
THE ABOHTION floor.’
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I

By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick
1978, The Chicaga Sun- Times

The young man looked into the operating
room where his fiancee lay bleeding. He saw
a scantily clad nurse working on her. He
saw a dog sniffing her.

“She was lying there on the table with her
feet up in the stirrups;” he said. “She. whs
sick, real sick. And this dog, this dog was
sniffing her, roaming around, licking the
blood off the floor...."”

The young man was horrified. He stared
but did not speak. He was afraid his fiancee
was dying. He waited until the doctor had
stopped the bleeding. The young man could
control his rage no longer.

“'Dactor!” he blurted. “Doctor, is it stan-
dard procedure to have a dog in a room
where surgery is done?”’

“The dog,” snarled the doctor, “is prob-
ably cleaner than you.”

Copyright,

It happened in the Rucker Memaorial Medi-
cal Center, the little brick building in Detroit
where at least two Chicago referral agencies
send women more than 12 weeks pregnant
for cheap, fast abortions, The center is
owned by Dr. Joseph W. Rucker, who per-
forms abertions there with his wife—and on
at least one occasion, his dog—assisting him.
Buring a five-month investigation of the Chij-
cago abortion business by The Sun-Times
and the Better Government Assn., we heard
fram a number of women who were sent to
Rucker’s clinic by these referral agencies—
women with tales as ghastly as that of the
Joliet couple who saw the dog in the operat-
- ing room.

And thanks to the American Women's
Center at 6770 N. Lincoln, Lincolnwaod, and
the Family Counseling abortion service at

‘Iin the middle of the abortion,
Rucker began to swear. He said
part of the (fetal) skull was stuck. |
felt like | had been jabbed with a
knife.’

4747 W. Peterson, Rucker's out-of-town
abortion trade has continued for the last four
years. i

IN .LAWSUITS BY former patients, the
-5B-year-old Rucker has been charged with
such grisly acts as leaving fetal heads behind
during abortions, slicing the insides of
wombs and tearing a piece of scalp from a
fetus that was later born alive.

But for fees of 350 to 5100, the two refer-
ral agencies have continued to send Chicago-
- area women to Rucker despite his alarming
record as an abortionist:

"o In early 1974, Rucker was enjoined by a

federa! court from practicing medicine in
Texas without a state license. He was flying
to Texas on weekends to do abortions in a
clinic state health authorities described as
“unbelievably unsanitary.”

@ Later in 1974, a Rucker abortion clinic in
Detroit was exposed by the Detroit Free
Press as one of the city’s “unsafe and unre-
gulated abortion mills.”

® In_ 1975, one of Rucker’s clinic employes,

rodvearny Jaard T AL

IN LAWSUITS by {ormer patients, Dr. Joseph
W. Rucker, 58, hos been chorged with such
octs as leaving feta! heads behind during
obertians, slicing the insides- of wombs ond
tearing o piece of scalp from a fetus that was
loter born olive. For fees of $50 to $100,

‘however, two Chicago-orea obortion referrol

agencies still refer wamen to his clinic, some
for the more complicated second-trimester
obortion, which is not allowed in lllinais ex-
cept ot hospitals. Even for the second-trimes-
ter operation, Rucker uses typical first-trimes-
ter methods—once an a 14-year-old patient
who was later found 1o be seven manths
pregnont ofter Rucker aborted her abortian.
The young patient eventually gave birth ta an
apparently normal infant—except for a hale
in its scalp.

an ex-convict known as “Dr, Mike,” was in-
dicted for practicing medicine without a li-

cense, At the trial, Rucker testified on
“Mike's” behalf and the charges were
dismissed.

¢ In 1976, Rucker was charged by the Michi-
gan Department of Licensing and Repulation

with using unsafe abortion techniques on

four women who all developed serious com-
plications.

e In 1977, Rucker was indicted for perform-
ing an abortion in his Detroit clinic on a 14-
year-old gir] more than six months pregnant.
The case. was dismissed twice because of
technical defects in the wording of the
indictment, according to the prosecutor.

Since 1976, when Rucker [irst was
charged with violating the Medical Practices
Act, the Michigan attorney general's oifice
has been investigating and accumulating
complaints against the doctor.

There have been repeated delays and con-
tinuances requested by both sides in the pro-
ceedings. The span of complaints against
Ruocker now stretches over four years and
covers his treatment of seven women, in-
cluding two from INinois, between January,

1973, and February, 1977.

ALL BUT TWO of the women suffered in-
complete abortions at Rucler's hands, the
siate charged. Two of them had perforated
uteri, and one suffered a lacerated cervix

Rucker, a graduate of the University of
Michigan Medical - School, also is charged
with [ailing to have qualified personnel
administer general anesthesia, monitor pa-
tients' conditions and provide abortion coun-
seling and with -permitting unlicensed medi-
cal personnel to . perform abortmns and
internal examinations.

Since this fall, Rucker has been in Detroit

.courts trying to stall hearings on the com-

plaints.

While the nature of his relationship with
the two referral agencies here is unclear,
Rucker was, as recently as 1978, a director
of the American Women's Center. It was
named in a 1976 Sun-Times series on baby-
selling, which revealed the operator of the
referral service, Leonard Nelson, was send-
ing women who did not want abortions to a
baby-buying New York lawyer. Last year, in
a 300-pape indictment, that lawyer was

~charged with “selling” more than 20 babies.

AS RECENTLY AS LAST May, two
schoolteachers had a run-in with Nelson at
the American Women’s Center.

According to one of them, who was help-
ing her pregnant friend, the pair was sent
first to a medical ciinic acrgss the-hall from
Nelson's center. They paid $50 for that re-
ferral, although the clinic doctor decided she
was more than 12 weeks pregnant and re-
fused to do the abortion. They returned to

Wy bi oaiwy 2 1paeva sl tpmdn 14

 abortions, “‘counselors”
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Nelson, who charged them another §50 for a
referral to Rucker's Detroit clinic.

The friend quoted Nelson as assuring them
that Rucker was “a wonderful man and a
real good doctor., who has dope a lot of
these [late abortions]. You')l have no trou-
ble.” Then, the woman said, Nelson started
talking about Detroit and its proximity to
Windsor, in Canada. “He told us we really
should see Windsor,"” the woman said. *' ‘It’s

. .50 close by and .so beautiful.’ It sounded like

a tourism office for Windsor. ... Here's a

girt scared to death about what’s happening .

fo her, and Nelson is talking about sight-see-
ing in Windsor,”

Both American Women's Center and Fam-
ily Counseling heavily advertise their “ahor-
tion information” services in Chicago news-
papers. And, because of a slight difference in
the abortion laws of Michigan and lllinois,
these services are ahble to sell women with
“borderline” pregnancles a guick trip to
Rucker. Minois law requires all abartions on
women more than 12 weeks pregnant to be
performed in hospitals. In Michigan, women
up to 14 weelts pregnant can get abortions in
clinics.

At least 10 Chicago area hospitals perform
the later, second-trimester abortions. But
women who call one of the referral agencies
we investigated are not told that, And even
those who know they can get abortions in
hospitals here might not want to wait the
time it takes to get a hospital appointment or
pay the kind of fees hospitals demand.

WHILE HOSPITALS MAY charge as much
5800 to 81,500 for these second-trimester
at American Wom-
en’s Center and Family Counseling can offer
women bargain rates of §150 to $350 for.
ahortions at Rucker’'s Detroit clinic.

A spokesman for American Women's Cen-
ter refused to comment on whether he sends
patients to Rucker. At Family Counseling, a

Note to readers

Safe and compassionate abortion care
is obtainable in the Chicago area. Reli-
able abortion counseling should bhe
sought from famlly physicians. Other
organizations that are prepared to re-
spond to women's health questions are:

@ Planned Parenthood Assﬁ., 55 E. Jack-
son, 322-4240.

e Health Evaluation Referral
2757 N. Seminary, 248-0166.

@ The Women's Switchboard of the Mid-

Service,

west Women's Center, 800-972-5404.

caped banrgat owre o wt e dini ool Fyo

man who identified himself as “admin
tor Mike Cole” denied ever knowingly
ing sent any. woman more than 14 v
pregnant-to Rucker for an abortion.
Cole also contended that his service
stopped referrals to Rucker a few mu

. ago “because we pot bad reports about |

Although the investigation of Rucker's i
tion clinic has been widely publicized sir
began two years apgo,. Cole satd he onh
cently had learned of the 1976 chs
apainst Rucker by the Michigan Me
Practices Board.

But when BGA jnvestigator Barbara I
posed as a would-be customer at Fa
Counseling, “Ed Cole, social worker,” ,
her the names of two clinics to go to—
was Rucker’s,

KLEIN ASKED COLE why he wante
send her to Michigan for a second-trime
abortion, ‘‘These  places [includ

" Rucker's],” said Cole, “are the places
- are the cheapest and easiest to get i

That’s what people who come in here 5
to want." .

What the referral services don't tell w
en about are the dargers involved in ha
a second-trimester abortion in a clinic
stead of a hospital. The inside of the we
in women more lhan 12 weeks pregnan
“as soft as butter” and very easily torn
the suction and scraping taols used for m
clinic abortions, our experts say.

For second-trimester ahortions, hospi
rarely use the clinic method of suction-a
curettage. Instead they inject a saline st
tion through the abdomen, into the uter
The fetus is later expelled by contractions
the womb brought on by the salty injecti

Rucker’'s abortions can pose a spec
threat to women not only because he, de
them in a clinic but also because he w

‘The woman on the phone {0
me there are hospitals in Chicag
that do abortions, but she said tf
hospitals are booked -up - and
would have to go to Detroit.’

typical first-trimester clinic methads for t!
more risky second-trimester abortions.

Many of the woman in the complaint file
by the Michigan attorney general's offic
suffered serious complications from abortio
techniques that many experts consider t
dangerous for second-trimester pregnancie!
And, although Rucker has denied performin
abortions on women more than 15 week
pregnant, many of the women who claim t
have suffered serious injury at his hand
were diagnosed as far more than 14 week
pregnant.

THE CASE OF RUCKER’S 14-year-old pa
tient may be one of the most poignant. Sh
was 14, but. still only in sixth grade, whe
her mother took her in January, 1977, %
Rucker's clinic. According to attorneys wh
prosecuted the case, Rucker already had be
gun his usual suctioning of the womb whm
the girl began to hemorrhage.

Rucker stopped the abortion and sent hi
young patient by car to a nearby hospita
where another doctor decided she was no
14 weeks, but a full seven months, pregnant
Because she was so far along, the girl wa
released from the hospital a few days later
Within two days, however, she was bac]
again—this time in labor.

On- Feb. 1, 1977, Rucker’s patient gay
birth to a baby girl—apparently normal ex
cept the infant was missing a piece of scal)
about the size of a 50-cent piece. ‘

A woman front Elgin, who still has a sui
pending agajnst Rucker, was 20 years ol
and couldn't afford a baby when she wa
sent, to Rucker for an abortion.,

The woman told The Sun-Times that she
was drawn to the Family Counseling servic
by a nevl paper ad. When she lenrned shi
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was 20 to 22 weeks pregnunt, she was told

by the service she “would have to go out of
town for an abortion.” For a $75 feg, a
“counselor” at the service told her she could
get an abortion for $250 from a Detroit doc-
tor “who, does these borderline cases.”’

“The counseling service never suggested a
Chicago hospital,” the woman said. “Had I
known, I-would have gone-to a hospital. T
thougiit I was going to a real medical cen-
fer.,” When she arrived in Detroit, she found
Rucker's miedical center was just a doctor's
- ‘office, and she discovered the abortion was
going to cost §325. She had to borrow the
extra $75.

SHE R.ECALLED HER first meeting with
Rucker: “He wallked into the examining
room, put his hand on my stomach and said
‘15 weeks' and that was it."-

' In the middie of the abortion, Rucker be-
gan t& swear, the woman recalled, adding,
“*He snid part of the [fetal] skull was stuck.
I felt like I had been jabbed with a knife.

“When I woke up in the hospital, this oth-
er doctor told me he had repaired the hole
[in her womb] and he said he had tied my
[tubes. He said Dr. Rucker had told him that I
wanted [to be sterilized]. I had never said
any such thing. I wanted to have Chlldl‘El’l

eventually.
* “Then this doctor told me he had also tak-
en my appendix out, I called Dr. Rucker
. from the hospital to complain. He told me [
‘was fortunate because I got all this done and
got my money back, too. He said I should bs
happy! ",

Chicage’s twin . hof-line agents, Valerie
McCullough and Victoria Sanders, also refer
women 1o Detroit—ito ‘broken-down Plym-
outh General Hospital, now operating under
a provisional license after state.inspectors
found numerous code violations.

The hot lines charge patients 3100 to be
referred to Plymouth General for $375 sec-

* ond-trimester abortions. But some patients
complained to undercover-BGA investigators
“that they were not told they could obtain
second-trimester abortions at Illinois hospi-
tals as well.

® o o

THiS SUMMER, a-27-year-old Joliet secre-
tary called a toll-free number in a Kankakee
newspaper advertising referrals for women
with “problem pregnancies.” The voice at
the end of the toli-free line sent her to 4747
W, Peterson, the address of Family Counsel-

By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick
Copyright, 1978, The Chicaga Sun-Times

Women sent to Detroit for second-trimes-
ter abortions don't ail end up at the Rucker
clinic. They may end up at a broken-down
hospital operating under 8 prov;smnal state

- license.

Chicago’s twin hot-line agents—Valerie
McCullough and Victoria Sanders—steer
women more than 12 weeks pregnant to
Plymouth General Hospital.

The aging hospital was given a provisional
operating license in September, 1977, after
promising state officials it would correct its
structural deficiencies. But by July, Michigan
public health inspectors still found code vio-
lations at the hospltal

They found food was not being stored at
temperatures requirkd to prevent bacterial
growth; they found improper ventilation and

-inadequate storage——specifically, they found
" 50 fetuses stored on the floor of the hospital
‘morgue. Inspectors also cited the hospital for
‘not having sinks in patient reoms-and using
“small electric heaters to warm patient bath-
rooms, The hespltal s still fighting for its li-

‘Then the doc-
for comes in. He's
not even wsaring
a white coat. Just
a shirt and jeans. |
thought they were

THE ABORTION trying fo kit ma.’
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.ing. The voice told her to take $75 with her
for the people at that address to set up an
out-of-town abortion,

“The woman on the phone told me there
are hospitals in Chicago that do abortions,”
recalled- the secretary, “but she said the hos-
pitals are booked. up and I would have to go
to Detroit.”

At the Family Counseling office, she sa:d
she talked to 2 man who called Detroit and

set up an appointinent for her with Rucker. .

“He really didn’t explain the procedure,” the
woman said. “He just said don’t eat before it.
He talked to me for less than half an hour,
There was no counseling. I asked him what
the $75 was for. He said it was the fee for
their time."”

HER FIANCE AND a friend accompanied
her to Detroit. Her appointment was for
10:30 a.m., but Rucker didn't arrive until 5
p.m. In the interim, she was examined by

- another doctor who told her she was “about

18 weeks pregnant. They had told me I was
only [4 weels in Chicago.”

M1 told them I didn't want an abortion-if I
was 18 weeks pregnant,” she said. The doc-
tor told' her Rucker would double-check
when he arrived.

But when Ruclker arrived, the. secretary
and her fiance were not relieved. “The doc-
tor's eyes were swollen, with big circles
around them,” said the fiance. “And he had
these fingernails that were a half-inch long!"

She was sent to a procedure room, and
Rucker walked in without a word and began
to examine her, and she recalled, “He was so
rough. He made me so scared I could hardly
talk. He didn't say ‘you are 14 weeks' or
‘vou are 18 weeks—do you want an abor-
tion?* He didn’t say anything. He just told his
aide, 'Knock 'em down.'™

WHEN SHE AWOKE, she was in a recov- .

ery room and bleeding heavily. She said, “It
was colning out like water... .My boy
friend came in and they moved me bacik into
the procedure room and onto the table.

“cense and the twins are still sending patients

there.

THE McCULLOUGH and Sanders hot lines
charge patients $100 to be referred to Plym-

- outh General for $375 second-frimester abor—

tions.

But they generaily take their “counselmg
fees"” by sleight of hand. Undercover investi-
gator Julla Rockler got a first-hand look at
how,a McCullough hot-line worker did it.

“The girl was told she needed $475 for the
abortion in Detroit. Actually, the fee is only
$373, with $100 tacked on for the hot line.
The girl handed the hot-line worker $475 in
signed travelers checks,” Rockler said.

“The hot-line worker took the checks
from the patient, casually slipping one $100
check out and putting it into her portfolio.
Then she took the rest of the money and

* slipped it into a sealed envelope with the ap-

pointment card and asked the pirl to slgn a
receipt showing she had received her money
[for the abortion] back.

“As usual,” Rockler reported, “the patient
didn't look at the receipt, which shows she
only got $375 back in the envelope, Of
course, no one peints it out to her or tells
her the 5100 she's unknowmgly paid the hot
line ‘is- not refundable.”

- THE }iBORTIG‘\a stomach. i

DR, JOSEPH W. RUCKER’S clinic in Det'rc?t, where obortion referral agents send-Chicago's

“horderline’” cases. (AP Phota)

“This lady comes in. She's wearing a
halter top and shorts, and she starts sticking
me in the arm, trying to get some biood.”

The fiance and the friend identified the
scantily clad nurse as Rucker's wife, Serena.
“Then the doctor comes in,” the patient re-
called. “'He's not even wearing a white coat.
Just a shirt and jeans. I thought they were
trying to kill me. Then [ hear my fiance say

"something about this dog running around.”

When her fiance complained about the
dog, Rucker told him: “That dog lives here.
This is my house, and that is my dog. That
dog can po anywhere in this clinic that he

- damn well pleases. The dog is probably

cleaner than you."
“f don't think so,” murmured the fiance.
ALTHOUGH BOTH the Joliet couple and
their friend have signed affidavits supporting
what they- saw and heard that day in
Rucker’s clinic, Rucker and his wife have

denied a dog ever entered the operating
room.

‘All they told
me was that |
would get an injec-
tion. She didn’t
explain it would ba
directly info vour
was

PROFITEERS homffed._

A 34-YEAR-OLD GARY woman who was
sent{ to Detroit this summer and found out
about the referral lee, complained the hot
line was a ripoff and the hospital “a sleazy
place.” She said she had to share a hospital
room with five other girls and, because of a
broken toilet, had to share a bathroom with
14 other patients for a part of her Plymouth
stay.

Another hot-line customer said Sanders
not only failed to tell her she could get a sec-
ond-trimester abortion in a Chicago hospital
but also put her on a bus to Detroit with the
wrong amount of money.

“When I got to Plymouth Hospital,” the
woman said, “they teld me I didn't have an

“This is such bullshit,” screamed M
Rucker, when a reporter asked her husba
about the dog incident. “This happens to
a medical clinic, not an animal shelter!”

Rucker said, “I have a medical degree, ar
[a dog] is not something you would find in
mnedical clinic. Anyone would have to be
fool to have a dog in the operating oo
That {charge] is a low blow.”

But when asked if he owned a dog
Rucker replied, "I don't think that's you
goddamn business. We don't have anythin
in this clinie [but] people. Some of the peo
ple that come from Chicage 1 refer-to a
dogs.”

“Why do you say
reporter.,

“If you saw them,” said Rucker, “you's
know what I mean.”

that?” asked th

NEXT: "Abortion operations on nonpreg
nant women,

appointment after all. And, they told me,
was $100 short! 1 was so. embarrassed an
upset. Here the hospital already had thi
tube in my arm for the abortion, and the;
discover I'm short money.

“I guess the hospital people felt sorry fo
me because they did the abortion and agree
to bill me. I didn't even have cab money t
get back to the bus station after the opera
tion. .. .If I'd only known, I woild hav
gone to a Chicago hospital, but the hot lin
told me Detroit was the closest place I couh
go L1

"ANOTHER THING the hot lines donit tel
their Detroit customers is what to expect a
Plymouth. Unlike the clinics, which do suc
tion-and-scraping abortions, the hospital use
the saline method of abortlon—a surgice
procedure in which a salty solution is inject
ed through the abdomen into the womb ti
induce expulsion of the fetus.

“I really wasn't prepared for that,” sal
one patient. *All they told me at the hot lin
was that I would get an injection. She didn’
explain it would be directly in your stomach
I was horrified. [Sanders] told me, ‘Don’
worry, it's nothing’ Well, believe me, it'
really something!”
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You don’t need 20—20 vision o see the
need to crack down on fraud by some abor-
tion referral and
counseling services.
Ripoffs of women
seeking abortions, re-
ported by this news-
paper, are <o flagrant
they smack wyou in
the face. But watch
closely lest proposed
‘'reforms’  deny

THE ABORTION
women a choice on  PRARITEERS
abortions.

Sun-Times repnrters Pamela Zekman and
Pamela Warrick and the Better Government
Assn., in a {ive-month examination of abuses
at four Michigan Av.-abortion clinics, turned
up a referral-counseling service that zold

abortions, charged up to $150 for informa- .

tion available free elsewhere, engaged in fee-
splitting and even callously advised abortions
{or nonpregnant women.

That ‘has led to understandable cries for-

tougher action 1o stop the outrapges, and
some legal tools may need to be honed. But
sharp tools do exist, including these:
@-Criminal law provisions against deception
ond. making false statements.

o Classic anti-fraud torts in civil law. _
© The Medical Practices Act, which forbids
such things as false records and solicitation
of patronage.

The Sun-Times and BGA found so-called
counselors violating both the letter and the
spirit of such safeguards. Yet, fully enforeed,
existing measures seem able to curb most
hard-sell abortion practices.

“There Is no doubting the need for better
enforcement. Safe abortion clinics and reli-
able referral and counseling services needn't -
fear laws aimed at fast-buck abortion opera-
ters who endanger women's health and lives
ihrough shoddy, painful malpractices.

There is also no doubting thal many of
those calling for legislation care less about
protecting women {rom abortion profiteers
than about imposing their own anti-abortion
ofinions on the rest of soclety.

That’s openly the aim of legislators seelt-
ing a constitutional convention to ban abor-
tions nationwide. Others, whatever the in-
tention, risk closing down trustworthy
clinics and counselors with vague proposals.

illinois rules might need (o be more specif-
ic on, say, the size of clinic recovery rooms,
but legislation being revived in the General
Assembly by Sen. Richard .M. Daley (D-Chi-
cago) to require that all counselors be li-
censed by the state worries reliable groups
like Planned Parenthood. The reasonable-
sounding idea could hurt groups that use vol-
unfeer—but trained—counselors. High li-
cense fees could wipe out some agencies.

Gov. Thompson, to his credit, has ordered
stepped-up Inspections of clinies. That's one
sound way to force violators to comply with
present rules.

In another important move, Thompson set
up an investigative task force to look into
the matier of abuses in some clinics. Its find-
Ings could he the basis of any appropriate
legislative action. If it fails to provide needed
guidance, some counselor frauds could spur
other frauds—"reforms” that deny a choice
on legal abortions.

- r'. Kilidare
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By Karen Koshner
and Dolores McCahill

After almost two years of delays, a Circuit
Court judge Monday revoked the Illinois
medical license of Dr.
Ming HKow Hah, =&
Michigan Avenue
abortionist who

ations to Chicago
after his license was
revoked in Michigan.

in a iwo-minute

. ; hearing, Judge Ar-
- A€ - thur L. Dunne lifted
THE ABORTION the stay ne issued
PROFITEERS 1wo years ago, which

ad prevented lllinois

H&&Cﬁﬂ'ﬂ from revoking the

license.

The alitorney gen-
eral's office. had asked that the stay be lifted
after the Appellate Court ruled it never
should have _been issued in the first place.

PR. HAH, 43, a 1964 gradeate of the
Taiwan University College of Medicine, was
profiled last Wednesday in The Sun-Times as
Chicago’s “physician of pain,” whose pa-
tienis gasp in agony during 2- to 5-minute
abortions performed before anesthetics tale
effect.

In. one abortion he didn't give any anes-
thetic at all.- )

Since Hah came to Illinois, Medicaid re-

cords show, a total of $776,636 has been
paid in his name to clinics that use hls
services.
. He worked most recenlly al two chmcs
exposed in The Sun-Times' Abortion Profi-
teers series: The Michigan Av. Medical Cen-
ter, 30 5. Michigan, and the Chicago Loop
Mediclinic, 320 N. Michigan.

Hah's license was revoked in Michigan on
Dec. 3, 1975, on the basls of complaints that
he gave out 384 prescriptions in four months
for a rarely used and dangerously addictive

transfcrred oper-

”C;Jpvrlght. 1970, The Chicage Sun- -Tlmes; Sun-Times Phole by Perry £. Riddle
BEFORE losing his license in Illinois, Dr. Ming Kow Hoh, shown here walking cllong Michigan
Avenue, hod his license revoked in Michigan.

drug called Dilaudid, according to the MlChl-

. gan attorney general’s office.

Ag of Monday, Assistant Illinojs Atty. Gen.
Rick White said, Hah no lonper can practice
medicine in lllinois. i he does, it should he
broupght to our attention, because he will be
in contempt of the court order, and we will
take appropriate action,” White sald. -

ON ANOTHER TFRONT, U.S. District
Court Judge John Powers Crowiey Monday
declined to. order the reopening of Water
Tower Reproductive Center Ltd,, 840 N,

Michigan. The clinic was ordered shut
Thursday by Circuit Court Judge Joseph M.
Woaik because it had been operatmg without
a valid license.

Judge Crowley told Water Tower operator

- Dr. Arnoid Bickham he would abstain from

issuing any federal order because of pending
litigation in state courts on the constitutional
right of the Illinois Department of Public
Health to inspect and repulate abortion
clinics.

“1I T had*my personal druthers,” Crowiley
said, "“I'd like io hear this case. It's a fz5ci-

nating case.”

Waier Tower’s license was revoked aftes
Bickham refused to let state inspeciors info
his clinic.

MEANWHILE, LgIS J. LIPTON, a stal
attorney from the Ilinols “division of the
American Civil Liberties Union, told the Iili-
nois Senate’s special subcommiitee on abor-
tion that the “disarray” In the current law
has encouraged unethical practitioners to
“take advantage” of women  seeking abor-
tions while causing other. physicians to hesi-
tate before performing necessary ones,

Lipton told the subcommittee, chaired by
Sen. LeRoy W. Lemke (D-Chicago), ‘'Publics
health agencies and enforcement agencie§
can barely keep track of what regulations
can lawfully be enforcéd.”

The subcommittee’s hearing.was spa'rked
by The Sun-Times’ series, which has expeggtt
lhazardous medical sbuses in some area abore
tion' clinics.

Dr. Patricia Nolan, Public Health Depart-
ment associate director, testified that SI'\K
registered nurses conduct-all inspections ‘of
abortion procedures at the state's 22 ambula-
lory-abortion clinies and 265 hospitals,
Walk-in clinics normally received one in-
spection each year, she said. '

NOLAN SAID SHE has urged inspections
be increased to four or six times a year but
said her department would need more money
to conduct them, :

Cynthia thtle, executwe director . of the
National Abortion Rights League of 1llinois,
told the subcommittee, “I am shocked to see
that four of the flve members of the subcom-
mittee are well-known opponents of abor-
tion, as well as sex education and the exten-
sion of contracepnve mformatmn and
supplies.”

State Sen. Richard Guidice (D- Cmcago) re-
plied, “Our voting records on the issue of
abortion have nothing to do with what we

are discussing today. The [U.S.] Supreme

Court has decided [that abortions should be
legal], and we will live with that," )
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‘[Bickham]
doesn't ever want

find out pregnan-
cy-test results. He
does [abortions
on] everybody.’

THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick
Copyright, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times

~ Nine out of 10 times, a simple urine Lest
accurately diagnoses pregnancy. And, uniess
there is other proof of pregnancy, medical
_experts say, women with negative tests are
not candidates for abortions.

But working undercover at the Water
Tower Reproductive Center, 840 N. Michi-
gan, BGA investigator -Mindy Trossman
counted 81 abortion procedures performed
on worien with, negative pregnancy tests.
That was 12 per cent of ail the women who
received abortions during the two months
Trossman worked there.

- “Those numbers are very incriminating,”
said Dr. Louis Keith, professor of gynecology
at Northwestern University Medical School
and a practicing physician. “If that was my

« clinic and 1 had 81 women come in with
' negative pregnancy tests, then BI women
would have gone home.”

AT BIOGENETICS LTD,, 520 N. chhlgan,
we "also found that women with negative
urine tests were sold abortion procedures.

During a’ five-month investigation of Chi-
‘cago's abortion business by The .Sun-Times
and the Better Government Assn., we wit-
nessed some of these painfully needless abor-
‘tions and saw the aftermath. Women intio-
.cently underwent abortions they didn't need
and, as a result, suffered massive infections,

bruises, wrenching cramps, severe bleeding.

Not only does Water Tower Reproductive
owner Dr. Arnold-Bickham pay scant atten-
"tion to pregnancy- tests before abortions, but
he also seems uninterested in finding out if
the women he sold abortions needed them.

- As disclosed Sunday in this newspaper,

Blckham 5 clinic does not send the tissue re-

moved during abortions to a laboratory for
analysis. Instead, it may be flushed down a
toilet. Such analysis is needed to determing
whether the patient who underwent the
abortion was pregnant, and if she was,
whether the abortion was complete. )
“But you know,” a clinic worker ‘whis-
pered to Trossman, “Dr. Bickham does abor-
tions on women who aren't pregnant. Once
they get back there [to the examining
- rooms},” confided another, “he’ll do them.
He doesn't ever want the patients to find out
the results. of their test....You'll find out
soon that he does [ﬂbOl’thﬂS on] everybody "
S0 it seemed.

TROSSMAN WATCHED once as Bickham
turned what was supposed to be a simple ex-
arnination into ‘a fast abortion on a woman
with no apparent signs of pregnancy.

.+ Trossman looked at the patient’s chart and
saw that a test of her urine showed she’ was
not pregnant.

Note to readers

Safe and compassionate abortion care
is obtainable in the Chicago area. Reli-
able abortion counseling should be
sought from family physicians. Other
organizations that are prepared to re-
spond to women's health questions are:

e Planned Parenthood Assn., 55 E. Jack-
son, 322-4240,

o Health Evaluation Referral Service,
2757 N. Seminary, 248-0166. :

*'= The Women’s Switchboard of the Mid-
-west Women's Center, 800-972-5404.
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the patients to

“Am’l pregnant?” the patient asked.

Bickham ignored her question.
examine you,” he said. After a brief exami-
nation, Bickham turned on the suction ma-
chine and started the abortion.

Only then did he answer.” “Yes,” said
Bickham, “definitely pregnant. Definitely
pregnant. . . .But not any more.”

Many doctors wouldn't think of beglnning
an abortion on a woman who didn't know
whether she was pregnant. "“The most im-
portant thing,” one doctor said, “is the ques-
tion of whether the -procedure is necessary.
The patient must know her . test results."

We interviewed- four other Water Tower
Reproductive patients, like the woman
Trossman accompanied through the surprise

-abortion, who were never told if they were

pregnant before- doctors began emptymg
their wombs.

“I wanted to be tested first to make sure,’
one patient said. “But they never told me the
results ol the test. [ figured if 1 was let in to
see the doctor, [ must have been pregnant. If
they would have told me it was too early to
tell [which in her case, it was], [ would not
have gone through with it.”

ANOTHER PATIENT, who had a negative
test but never knew it, said: “If the pregnan-
cy test had been negative, naturally I would
not have had the abortion.”

"How do we know if we are pregnant or
not if the doctors don't tell us?" asked the
fourth patient. “How do we know if they
aren't just doing this for the money?”

Some of Bickham's workers try to save

patients  from needless abortions. But one

counselor who sent away o patient with a -

negative pregnancy test suffered for her ef-
fort. “Word filtered back that a negative pa-
tient was told to go home,” Trossman re-
called. “And the staff gave the counselor the

‘cold shoulder for the rest of the day.”

A few days later, that counselor was
asked Dy five of her patients whether they
were pregnant. She found that three of them
had negative tests.

“I don’t know what to do," she told Tross-

“Tet me.

9righl, 1978, The Chicagn Sun-Times; Sun-Times Photo by Perry C. Rlddle

AT BIOGENETICS LTD., 520 N. Michigon, potients may be
-sold_painful menstrval extractions by medical director Dr.
Carlos Boldoceda {inset, obove) instead of abortions when
their pregnancy tests turn up negative. Pathalogical reports
on five women from one doy's operations at Biogenefics re-
vealed none was pregnant. At Water Towsr Reproductive
Center, 8B40 N. Michigan, owned by Dr. Arnold Bickham
(left), BGA wvndercover investigator Mindy Trossman found
that 81-—or 12 per cent—of the obortions during the two
months she worked thero were performed on women whoss
pregnancy tests were negative. ’

Readers' reaetion to The Abortion Profi-
teers—-Pape 48,

man. *I already sent one home before. How
can I send three home now?"

At both Water Tower Reproductive and
Biogenetics, apparently non-pregnant women
often are also sold a menstrual extraction.
Except for the fact that it costs less, a men-
strual extraction is essentially the same as
an early abortion but is not as thorough or
as effective in ending pregnancy.

And because such extractions usually are
done on_women whose periods are only a

-week or two late, the embryo is so tiny that

it may be missed by the suction device. But
the risks and discomfort of suctioning men-
strual blood from the womb are as great as
with an abortion, the experts say.

MOST WOMEN WHO undergo extractions

“aren’t pregnant in the first place. Unless pa-

tients are carefully screened, as many as 80
per cent of the women who.undergo the ex-
tractions do so needlessly, said Dr Antonio
Scommegna, professor of obstetrics and gy-

" necology at the University of Chicago.

“Usually,”" he said, “you are doing a pro-
cedure that is not necessary Studies have
shown that you may be charting 80 per cent
of these women for a procedure that they
don't need.”

Many doctors consulted by The Sun-Times
said they would not even consider perform-
ing a menstrual extraction on a woman with
a negative pregnancy test. Yet, at the Water
Tower and Biogenetics clinics, it's the wom-
en with negative tests who are most often
sold the extractions.

At Biogenetics, medical director Dr. Carlos
Baldoceda may simply substitute a menstrual
extraction for an abortion when the patient's
pregnancy test turns up negative.

“Since the test was negative, the doctor
said there would be a menstrual extraction
instead of an abortion,” a Baldoceda patient
recalled. Within a week, she had “these ter-
rible pains. They were so bad | couldnt

Tenth in a series

walk. [ got scared and went to a hosp
The doctor there said 1 had a severe infec
and sent me back to the clinic that had
this to me.” The patient still doesn’t knoy
she really was pregnant.

ANOTHER PATIENT with a nega
pregnancy test sald a nurse tried to save
from the procedure.

"“The nurse in the room sugpested th;
get a blood test to make sure that I 3
pregnant and to wait another week,
the patient sald, “the doctor hushed her

He said, ‘No, let's pet this over with now
A pathological report on matter remo
from her womb indicated the patient had .
been pregnant.

On one day, Biogenetics doctors- |
formed at least five operations on worr
who apparently didn't need them. Patholo
cal reports on the tissue removed from thi
‘women’s wombs that day indicated none
them was pregnant.

At Biogenetics, investigator Miche
Young discovered women may not even
able to rely on their laborntory test resul
let alone their doctors.

One morning, she heard the lab technici
who runs pregnancy tests complain of
hangover. "1 was at a gas of a party la
night,"” he told Young. I was drinking wii
and smoking dope and didn't have a chamn
to eat. I've never felt so bad in my life.

The mistakes he made in his stupor ma¢
at least two patients feel even worse.

THERE WAS A GREAT commotion ou
side the recovery room. Young went to i
vestigate. “He [the lab technician] is screw
ing up atl the pregnancy tests,”” a counselg
said. “They are all turning out positive.”

Young looked into the recovery room an
was surprised to see Dr. David Aberma
bending over a patient still groggy Irom he
operation. Such attention was unusual fo
most patients, but this-woman was a frien
of Aberman’s boss, Clifford Josefik.

“f'm sorry,” the doctor said. “It could hap
pen to anyone.”

“How could you do sometbing like this?
the patient murmured. “I thought I was for
tunate having Cliff as a friend so I could ge:
this taken care of. Now I find out [ dldnt
need anything taken care of.”

“Well," said Aberman, who is still com
pleting his residency at Cook County Hospi-
tal, *‘your pregnancy test was positive, and |
didn't know that you weren't pregnant.”

THE MEDICAL EXPERTS we consulte
said such “mistakes"” should not happen &
experienced doctors. “*There is no excuse for
abortions being performed on women whc
are not pregnant if pelvic exams and preg-
nancy tests are done,” said Dr. David
Zbaraz, who works in Michael Reese Hospi-
tal’s pregnancy termination unit.

“Doctors should not be doing [unneces:
sary abortions],” Zbaraz said. “If the test iz
negative, a good doctor will tell the patient
{o come back in two weeks and see if she’
really pregnant or not” -

Josefik denied that the clinic does abor.

. tions on women who are not pregnant.

But Josefik's friend wasn't the only wom-
an who had an abortion by “mistake” at Bio:
genetics that day

ANOTHER PATIENT, a 30-year-old moth
‘er and psychology student, also gut an apol
ogy after her abortion

*1 thought Biogenetics would be pood,
the woman said "“But they told me they hac
found a mistake I had an abortion and 1 wa'
not pregnant!

“The abortion was vervy painful. I hac
tears running down my cheeks. All of thi
and he says that he is sorry.

#If T was younger, this would've left a ter
rible emotional scar. It could ruin a woman"
future relationships. It could damage her fo
the rest of her life. But what can a womar
do when she’s on the [operating] table?”

NEXT: Greed before counseling.”
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‘Your pocket-
book gives you
the incentive to do
what you can io
sell abortions.’

3

THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick :
Copyright, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times

Not all women who go to abortion clinics
are sure they want abortlons. Some arrive
confused and frightened, not at all sure they
want to be there.

Some have been dragged into clinics by
relatives; others pressured into abortion by
husbands or boy friends, A few don't even
understand how they got pregnant, let alone
how doctors will make them “unpregnant.”

Illinois lawmalkers recognized this when
they incorporated counseling into the list of
services abortion clinics must provide.

 DURING A five-month investigation of
{he Chicago abortion business, The Sun-
Tinmes and Better Government Assn. discov-
ered that in some Michipan Av. abortion
mills, women who are hired to counsel
don't—they're paid to sell.

“Counseling is bull - « - -,” a clinic admin-
istrator told BGA investigator Julia Rockler.

The administrator, John Seplak, had just
hired Rockler as a counselor at his Chicago
Loop Mediclinic, 316 N. Michigan. But he put
her to work as a filing clerk,

“This is 1978, not 1973, said Seplak.
“Back in those days, the purpose of counsel-
ing was to assure {women] that they were
In a reputable place and everything would be
all right. We don't need it now.”

But according to our investigation, which

revealed dangerous medical practices in {our
Michigan Av. clinics, women may need
counseling now as much as ever,

L] -] ]

If clinic owners such as Seplak train coun-
selors at all, they train them best at turning
patients into profits. At the Loop Mediclinic,
for example, all members of the staff, in-
cluding Rockler, were paid $5 bonuses for
-every abortion they sold over the telephone.

“You're told to do everything you can to
have the patients come in,” Rockler said.
“Your pocketbook gives you the incentive to
do what you can to sell abortions.”

‘If such incentives don't violate the letter
of the law prohibiting coercion of patients,
said a state health officlal, they violate the
spirit of it. But ambiguities in Iinois’ abor-
tion-counseling statutes have left it to the
conscience of clinic operators to give pa-

Note to readers

Safe and compassionate abortion care
is obtainable in the Chicago area. Reli-
able abortion counseling should he
sought from family physicians. Other
organizations tbat are prepared to re-
spond to women’s health questions are:

@ Planned Parenthood Assn.; 55 E. Jack-
son, 322-4240.

e [leaith Evaluatton Referral Service,
2737 N. Seminary, 248-0166.

- The Women’'s Switchboard of the Mid-
west Women's Center, 800-972-5404.

e
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MICHELLE YOUNG, BGA investigatar werking undercover ot Biogenetics Ltd., leorned she
wos many things to mony people while working on the clinic’s abertion hot line. Depending on
which number the coller hoppened fo dial, she was Biogenetics, Women's Lid. or Abertion Hot-
line, The clinic odvertised under o voriety of names to lure women 1o the same decision—ob-

ioin their obortion ot Biogenetics.

Eleventh in a series

tients thoughtful, unbiased counseling.

AT CLINICS WITH a conscience, counsel-
ors discuss alternatives to abortion, offer re-
ferrals to adoption agencies and furn away
women they decide are “‘not’ ready” for
ahortions. At least one Chicago clinic even
demands a 24-hour “think-it-over” intérval
between the counseling and an abortion,

In some Michigan Av. abortion clinics,
conscience is clouded by greed.

One August morning, Rockler was cor-
nered by an assistant administrator at the
Loop Mediclinic and told to spend more time
on the telephones. "We have to corral the
patients,” the woman told her. “We really
have to sit on the phones back there and
malce appointments. Qur fiscal year ends in

September and we have to boost the figures.

S0 go the extra mile,”

Ongce the patients were in, Rockler had or-
ders not to let them out. [f, for example, a
patient scheduled for a general anesthetic
had already eaten and couldn't be put to
sleep that day, Rockler was instructed not to
reschedule the patient or turn her away.
“We'll try to do them under a local [anes-
thetic] the same day,” Rockler’s supervisor
said.

For months, the Chicago Loop Mediclinic
had no staff counselor. Although Rockler
was hired as one, she was catled upon only
once in nine weeks to counsel a patient. In
that case, Rockler discovered the patient was
on a methadone maintenance program and
was lerrilied of having an abortion. Rockler
asked her boss, Seplal, if she could accom.
pany the patient through the abortion. Se-
plak said flatly, “We do nnt hold hands
here.”

LATER A MEDICAL assistant at the clinic
complained to Roclkler about the lack of
counseling. Some employes, she said, were
lelling patients the abortion wouldn't hurt
and thut a nurse would hold their hands.

“I've got scars on the back of my hand
from the patients that scratched me when [
turned away,” the aide said. “They ask me,
"How come you're not holding my hand¥

I

“i told one of them, ‘Look, you'ra 27 years
old, you've got five kids and you don't need
me to hold your hand.' "

The lack of counseling takes its toll on
some Loop Mediclinic patients. A woman
who received no counseling tried to get some
basic information from a nurse outslde the
operating room. She complained to Rockler
and Seplak about what happened:

“Can ¥ ask vou something?* she sald to
the nurse. “How long is the abortion going
to talee?”

“Look,” the nurse replied. “This isn't a-

zoo and you're not supposed to be wandering
around. Just go and sit down!"

“T only asked you a guestion,” said the pa-
tient. “You don’t have to treat me liks an
animal.""

The nurse looked at her coldly. “You can

“get dressed,” she said. “Your ahortjon Is can-

celed.”
-] a L]

To entice women Lo get an abortion, many
Michigan Av. clinics use elegant brochures
to cover up their assembly line methods.
Pamphlets for Biogenetics Ltd, 520 N.
Michigan, for example, promise a lot for
“the woman with a problem pregnancy:"

From admission to recovery, patient ease
and comfort cre Jirst considerations. She is
encouraged to ash questions, share feelings
or misgivings,

On her first day as.a counselor at Biogene-

‘tics, BGA investigalor Michelle Young was

trained to counsel by her supervisor. These
were her instructions:

» Don't tell patient the abortion will hupt.

e Don’t discuss procedure or the instruments
to be used in any detail, '

¢ Don'L answer too many gquestions.

s Don'{ try to talk ahout hirth control.
"“We don't want to tell them it hurts,” the
supervisor told Young, "“and we don't want
to tell them too much. Because if we do, the
patients get too nervous and afraid, and next
thing you know, they will be out the door.”

ONE PATIENT RECALLED asking repeat-
edly, “How do vou do the ahortion?”

"They just told me that it would not be
long and not to worry about it, [ asked them

how they did it, but they never wou
swer me,"” sald the patient.

Biogenetics is owned and operated .
businessmen, Clifford Josefik and Kt
Yellin. For them, abortion is a busin

“As horrible as this may sound,” I
told a staff gathering, *we are in the
ness of abortions. Our only contact wil
public is through our phones. We have |
swer them properly, We have to sell
tions over these phones, Now, we don't
to do anything unethical here, but we
fo use all the tactics we can because
like my other businesses, we
_competition.”

To compete, Biogenetics advertises
and, through its brochures, gells patien
services the clinic raraly dellvers. For e,
ple, pamphlets offer prospective patients
vate counseling. But investigator Yi
found she was counseling groups of 10
patients at a time~—many of whom were
prepared for abortions.

A typlca! counseling group at the clink:
cluded women like these:

e A 16-year-old married girl who di
want babies while she was still in !}
schoo! but said she never thought ahout b
control. She was given a stack of fornm
sign, which she did withont reading th
and lined up for her abortion.

o An 18-year-old who wanted an abort
because her f{ather, mother and boy fris
wanted her {o have one. But did she want
abortion? She didn't really know.

2 A middle-aged woman who tried to fill 1
‘forms between bouts of morning sickne
She Dield up the progress of the group w
her frequent trips Lo the bathroom. She &
missed most of the meager explanation
the procedure.

s A 20-year-old woman who responded
‘Young's counseling with a blank stare. Fint
ty, Young asked if she understood what w
happening. ‘“Yes,” the woman finally sal
“Pm very nervous.” “Do you read?” Your
asiced. “A little bit,” the patient said as st
signed the forms. -

¢ A gangly 14-year-old who did not kno
why her aunt brought her to the clini
Young asked the aunt to read the forms an
help the girl fill out the right sections.

In the middle of her counseling, Youn
was paged to the postoperative lounge t
deal with the crush of patients.

One patient, who said she underwent :
horribly painful abortion at Biogenetics, re
called she had many questions to ask he
counselor. “But { was afraid to ask ther
with all those people around. Maybe it wa
best T didn't know anyway." .

Another Biogenetics patient told The Sun
Times she might not have gone through wit
her abortion had someone taker the time t
counsel her.

“I wasn't counseled at all,” she said. “Th
nurse just took my name down and filled ou
the application. She gave a quick explanatios
of the procedure, but that's not counseling.
wasn't sure 1 wanted an abortlon. I reait
wanted to talk to somebody about it.”

WHEN YOUNG TRIED to give individus
counseling to patients, she was reprimandec

One day she took time to talk privatel
with a distressed patient, a. 36-year-ol
mother of seven. The woman, already
grandmother, had never had an abortion, Sh
was scared for herself, and nervous abou
the 4-year-old she had {0 leave unattended a
home to come to the elinic.

Young puiled her out of the group an
into an empty lounge, She asked Young, I
ahortion safe?"

Most counselors at Biogenetics are no
trained to discuss the dangers of abortion o
answer other questions that frequently aris
about Dbirth coatrol or sterilization. -Bu
Young, who had been properly trained us

Tum to Page ¥
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Continued from Page 33

counselor at another Chicago clinic, was prepared to discuss
her patient's fears.- .

Their dialog had just begun when Young's supervisor
burst into” the room.

“Michelle,” she scolded. “We are really busy. There are
some .ladies waiting for you in registration.”

“I'm sorry," sald Young. “But this lady seems very upset
I wanted to speak ‘with her alone.”

“We don't have time for that,” Young was told. “We're

much too busy.”

Copyright, 1973, The Chicage Sun-Tfmes; Sun-Times Photo by Jim Klepllsﬁﬁ

UNDERCOVER BGA investi-
gator Julio Rockler, hired to
work as an chorfian counselor
at the Chicoge Loop Medi-
clinic, was colled wpen only
ance in nine weeks to counsel
o patient. Even with that pa-
" tient, whe was on a metha-
done maintenance pragram
and terrified, Rockler was told
she could not accompany her
through the abortion, “We
don't hold hands. here,” the
“administrator said.

AT THE MICHIGAN Avenie Medical Center, 30 §. Michi-
gan, investigator Julianne Felkner found the same group
counseling techniques.

She was taking the medical history of one patient who
had completed “counseling,” when the patient burst into
tears, Fellner asked her il she was sure she wanted the
abortion. Sobbing, the young woman said, “I think so.”

Felkner was quickly reprimanded by a supervisor. “Don’t
ever ask them if they're sure, because they wouldn't be here
if they didn't want it, We aren't supposed to ask them if

- By Pamela Zekman

and Pamela Warrick

Copyright, 1978, The Chicage Sun-Times

It was Michelie."Young's [irst day of tele-
phone training at the Biogenetics abortion
clinic. The phone rang. Young, a BGA inves-
tigator, answered.

“Biogenetics,” she said.

“Ng, no, no,” her instructor said. “Never,
never answer Biogenetics."

THE ABORTION the phone.’

‘The phones
sell our abortions.
That's what we're
here for. We have
to keep our good
sales people on

'Why?" Young . asked. “This is Biogene- PROFITEERS
tics.” Co ‘
As far -as the phones are concerned, Bio- recommendation?

genetics is many things. It is Women’s Ltd.,
Abortion Hotline and the Biogenetics center.

Depending on what the caller wants, it
may be a referral service, a guidance center

Answer: "We're only recommending Bio-
genetics. at this time. Would vou like an
appointment®"

AT THE MICHIGAN Avenue Medical Cen-

“The phones are the most important thing.

they're sure.”

Birth-control counseling is stressed at many elinics
make sure patients don't come back with auother unwant
pregnancy. But at some of the Michigan Av. abortion mil
such counseling is rare and many patients do come bac

According to a recent study by the Population Council
New York, repeat abortions nationwide have doubled
three years. In Illinois, of every 1,000 women of childbeari
age in 1974, 14 who had abortions resorted to them agai
Last year, the number zoomed to 22.7,

ABORTIONS WOULD NOT be necessary if couples pra
ticed sound birth-control methods. But they won't get a
help on that count from two of the Michigan Av. abortio
mills.

At Biogenetics, a nurse told Young, “*We aren't in the bus,
ness of birth control. Our function is to perform abortion:
This is a business and we have to run it like a business if w
want to make a profit. Just give them some pamphlets [o
contraception] or something because you are going to be rea
busy making appointments.” .

At the Chicago Loop Mediclinic, investigator Rockler was
told by the clinic administrator not to “waste time” on birth.
controt counseling. But Rockler found scores of women
from age 16 to 46, who had been back for second abertions
at the clinic this year. She found records indicating that a
least four more women. had received three abortions at the
clinic during the first eight months of this year.

Even so, Seplak told her, “They [patients] den’t want to
hear about it, so they won't pay attention anyway.” Birth-
control information, he added, “just goes in ane ear and out
the other.”

NEXT: Tenderness, patience and helpful advice: How the
good clinics work.

Capyright, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times; Sun-Times Pholo by Dvane R. Hail

BIOGEMETICS LTD. employes are reminded every time they answer the phone that if they
don’t sell patients abortions, someane else will,

nurse, “The phones sell our abortions. That's

or an abortion clinic. But all the phones ring
in the same place, the reception room of the
clinic at 520 N. Michigan, where all the lines
are answered by clinfc workers,

* During a [five-month Investigation, The
Sun-Times and Better Government Assn.
Iound that some abortion profiteers advertise
under a number of deceptive names to entice
women into their Michigan Avenue clinics.

In those clinics, telephone sales techniques
are monitored more carefully than a doctor's
operating techniques. New counselors or
nursing assistants learn quickly that the tele-
phone is the clinic’s most important
instrument. . ’

WITH THE PROFUSION' of names the
clinic uses to lure customers, answering
phones without giving the game away takes
some training. That's why clinic counselors
like Young are instructed to answer all calls
with the same ambiguous, *May I help you?”

But after that, the only thing Young was
trained to do was how to sell Biogenetics
sbortions: :

The caller wants to know where to get an
ibortion? :

Answer: “We have gotten good feedback
'rom a place called Biogenetics.”

The caller wants anothér

ter, 30 5. Michigan, investigator Julianne.

Felkner got phone training from the clinic
owner himself, Dr. Regalado S. Florendo.

The phones are a bit more complicated
there. There are at least four numbers adver-
tised under different names. One number is
advertised as that of Family Guidance; an-
other as Abortion Directline; another as Hili-
top Center, and yet another as the Michigan
Avenue Medicai Center.

Two of the lines, Felkner was told, are to
be answered with the phrase, “Health ser-
vices."” The others are to be answered with
“Medical centert’

If a woman calls the Hilitop Center num-

ber and asks for an abortion, Florende told

Felkner, “Either say we are a division of
Hilitop or pretend you are Hilltop and tel]
themm we perform all our abortions at the
Michigan Av. [Medical Center] address.”
FELKNER ASKED WHAT to do if a caller
recognized her voice from one of the other
lines and saw through the . masquerade.
“Act as though this is a totally different’
referral service,” said Florendo. If the caller
asks for another recommendation, the doctor
added, “Tell them we are a counseling ser-
vice and we are referring all our patients to
Michigan Avenue Medical Center.

R PR - . S e - - . .

JIf there's a patient waiting, give them a

smile, but take the call first because thal’s
wlere our meoney comes from.”

a L] 2
Neither Felkner nor Young received train-
ing in how to deal with the many calls they
took from people who were not seeking
abortions but calling for birth-contre! advice
or other medical information.
Felkner got one call from a woman won-

dering if it was possible to get pregnant’

*while standing up.”

Both got calls with questions ranging from
how to spot venereal disease to where to go
for legal help.

YOUNG TOOK ONE call on her hot-line
number from a woman calling to complain
about receiving “a botched abortion” at Bio-
genetics. Unaware that the hot line was Bio-
penetics, she wanted to warn the hot line
not te refer other women to the clinic.

Young spent three weeks answering the
phones at Biogenetics, She sat in front of a
seven-line console with a note attached to
keep her on her toes: “The call we miss, our
competitors get."

Young didn’t want to sell Biogenetics
abortions, but when she asked for a job
away from the telephones, she was told by a

what we're here for, We have to keep our
good sales peoplc on the phone.

One early July night, Young took a hot-
line call from a woman lookidg for a good
abertion clinic. As instructed, she said: "We
get good feedback from Biogenetics.”

The caller thanked Young for the informa-
tion and said she’d call Biogenetics right
away. In the time it takes to dial seven num-
bers, the Biogenetics line rang. Young an-
swered with the same “May I help you?”

It was the woman she'd just talked to on
the other line. *I'd like to make an appoint-
ment at Biogenetics,” she said.

YOUNG KNEW the answer to her next
question but, as instructed, asked it anyway:
Y“And who referred you to us?”

“The hot line did,” said the caller.

QOccasionally, callers did recognize
Young's voice, especially women who were
*shopping” for abortions by calling every ad
in the paper.

“Is this the hot line?" asked one alert
shopper. '

“Yes," said Young. .

“Is this the abortion clinic?”

"Yes," sald Young.-

“Haven't I talked to vou before?"’

“Yes,” said Young.
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The patients weren't screaming and the
staff wasn't scowling. In the operating room,
nurses wiped patients’ brows and held their
hands. The recovery room looked like a
slumber party.

That's how it can be in abortion clinics.
And in.three Chicago clinies, that’s what tn-

" vestigators found.

The clinics’ names may not sound famillar.
They don't promote themselves much. They
ali find advertising as “distasteful” as buying
patients with kiclkbacks and selling abortions
or any othér procedure to wormen who don't
need them.

During a five-month investigation by The
Sun-Times and Better Government Assn,, re-
porters and researchers worked undercover
in six of the city’s 13 clinics. In four of those
clinics—the Michigan .Av. abortion mills—
we have documented how women's lives are
endangered by people who care more for
profits than patients.

But working undercover in two other clin-
Ics; and working in co-operation with a
third, we found that abortion doesn't have to
be an assembly-line operation. We found
that in clinics like these, women may find
safe and compassionate medical care:

¢ Midwest Population Center, 100 E. Ohio.

& Park Medicql Center, 2814 W, Peterson.

® Concord Medical Center Inc., 17 W. Grand.
e o e

BGA investigator Michelle Young, who
witnessed poor medical care and deceptive
counseling at Biogenetics Ltd., 520 N. Michi-

* gan, also worked undercover at the Midwaest
Population Center. Her experiences at both
clinics made for some striking comparisons.

On her first day. as counselor at Biogene-
tics, Young was instructed not to tell the pa-
tient the abortion -would hurt, not to discuss
the procedure in any detnil and not to waste
time talking about birth control.

“We don't want to tell them it hurts and
we don't want to tell them too much,”
Young's supervisor told her, “because the

. patients get too.nervous and afraid and will
be out-the door.”
At -the Midwest Population Center,
Young’s supervisor urged her. to show some
patients to the door. “Don’t ever hesitato to
turn someocne -away, because some people
just aren't ready for the procedure,” sald
Young's supervisor. "“If they really want it,
_ they'll be back.”

 But, the supervisor added, “We don't want
repeaters here.” Young was told to stress the
importance of birth control to her patients.

. THE PHILOSOPHY at the Midwest center,
Young was told, is that 2 woman who wants
an aborticn should be able to have one. But
abortion must not bo used as a method of
birth control,

While Young had to counsel patients in
big groups,at Biogenetics, and was scolded
for trying to counsel them individually, she
and other counselors at Midwest had the
luxury of at feast 20 minutes alone with
each patient.

-And at the Mldwest clinic; counselors may
" accompany their patients through the abor-
tions, Young followed one of her patients

into the operating room. There, she found '

not the cold, guick and often excruciating
treatment women may get at Biogenetics,
but a doctor who talked gently to the patient

THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

out in pain.’

“The -atmosphere was quite relaxed.
Patients chat among themselves and
everyone seemed. fo be in a good
mood. | never once heard a patient cry

P
right, 1978,

"Sun-Times; Sun-Times Phota by Perry G. Riddie

PARK MEDICAL CENTER, owned by Eileen Adams, co-operated with The Sun-Times and
the BGA in ihe abortian-mill investigation by allowing us to abserve first-hand how o proper

elinic should be operated.

What do you need to know about a clinic
before making an appomtment for nn abor-
tion?

Tn a bookiet called, “How to Choose an
Abortion Facility,” the MNational Abortion
Federation, 110 E, 58tk St., New York, sug-
gests a lnondry list of questions a woman
may want to ask before selecting a clinic.

Some of the most important questmnc
include:

e What pregnancy tests are done?

# Does the clinic give Rhogam injections,
if a patient has RH-negative blood, to pre-
vent problems with future pregnancies?

¢ What are the qualifications of counsel-
lors? Does the clinie offer Individval: or
group counseling? :

& Who is the doctor? What are his qualifl-

vortion clinic

catlons? How much -experience has he-had
performing abortions?

e Can you get local or general anesthetic?

e Is 'the recovery room equipped with-

beds, cots, or reclining chairs? How long can
you stay in the recovery room?

¢ s there a 24-hour phone nimber you
can call in case of emergencies?

o How much does the ahortion cost, and
what are the added costs for Rhogam, gener-
al anesthetic or other pain-killers?,

o Does the facility provide birth control

.counseling and services?

Whenever possible it is suggested prospec-
tive patienta talk with other women who
have had an abortlon there to get their Im-
pression of the facility.

throughout the operation.

Unlike some of the doctors on the abortlon
assembly lines, doctors at Midwest apparent-
ly take time to open the mouth of the uterus
slowly and wait for anesthetics to take ef-
fect before the actual abortion begins,

THE DOCTOR YOUNG ohserved spent
several minutes talking to the patient, and
nearly 10 minutes on the physical procedure
that some Biogenetics doctors do in three

minutes,

“The [Midwest] doctor explalned each
step as he went along,” Young said. “He
warned the patlent when it was going to

~ hurt, how it would feel, how long the pain

would last. And all the while, the nurse held
the patient’s hand or stroked her hair.”
At one Micligan Av. sbortion mill, we
saw a doctor rush from abortion to abortion
without washing his hands or donning sterile

Twelfth in a serles

gloves. At another clinic, we saw a docl
perform abortions in street clothes witho
scrubbing.

But at the Midwest clinic, sterile cond
tions are diligently guarded. When a nun
accidentally touched. the doctor’s hand do
ing an abertion, Young saw the doctor rus
from the room, scrub his hands and put
new sterile gloves before proceeding.

AT ONE CLINIC where we worked wr
dercover, the Michigan Avenue Medical Cer
ter, 30 S. Michigan, sterile conditions wer
so -haphazardly maintalned that operatin
rooms were only casuvally cleaned betwee
some abortions and bloody sheets were no
changed on recovery room beds.

Because there is no rush at Midwest—th
clinic only does !5 abortions a day—ther
was no hurry to speed patients in and out o
the recovery room, Young said.

In the Midwest recovery room, Young
saw patients resting at least an hour. “The

_atmosphere was quite rclaxed. Patients cha

among themselves and.éveryone seemed t¢
be in a good mood.-"

- At Biogenetics, where as many as 90 pa-
tlents may get abortions in a single day, the
recovery room was orowded and women of-
ten were crying. There, patients are pushed
out of the recovery room after 15 minutes,
After that, Young found, the beds are neede
for the next group. -

During the month Young wurked at the
Midwest center, she said, “I never once
heard a patlent cry ont in pain. At Biogene-
tics, 1 heard it all the time)

The Concord Medical Center may be the
buslest abortion clinic in Chicago. Yet, un-
like some of their Michigan Av, competitors,
Concord’s owners do not advertise and do
not pay doctors or referral ngents for send-

. Ing them patients.

Some Concord patients come from
Planned Parenthood or the Health Evaluation
Referral Service (HERS), two of the city's
most respected referral ageneles. Neither of
them charge for their referrals, but send
women only to clinicgs whose operations they
know and monitor. Other Concord patients
are sent by private physmlans Still others
walk In off the street.’ .

What women find inside are frlendly re-
ceptionists, thoughtful counselors and =a
qualified medical staff: o

THE CONCORD CLINIC performs more
than 150 abertions a week., And while even
ihe staff occasionally objects to the volume,
the quality of care is apparently not dimin-
ished by the numbers of patlents.

Dr. Nader Bozorgi, part-owner and medi-
cal director of the clinic, sald he tries to limit
the number of abortions he and his doctors
perform each day. He trles to ensure néne
of his doctors does more than 15 abortions a
day. “If we do more than that, doctors get
tired,” he said, “‘and we risk mistakes.”

“I'm responsible for ail Concord patients,”
Bozorgi added. "I make sure that'every one
of my doctors knows what he is doing.”

The Concord staff also malkes sure the pa-
tient knows' what she is doing before she
consents to an:abortion. She is not given an
abortion on the same day she finds out she {5

- pregnant. She must thinikc about what she's

doing at least overnight.
As Sun-Times reporter Kay Rutherford

Turn to Page 37

"'The_y charge nothing for independent abortion-clinic recommendations;
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‘Like all anti-
abortion groups,
the church’s chief

~goal is a human
life amendment
outlawing abortion
THE ABQRT}ON for all times in all
PROFITEERS circumstances.’

| By Ellen Warren

_ Sun-Times Bureov

WASHINGTON—The nationwide battle
over abortion has become a giant business.

Organizations on both sides of the contro-
versial question sperd millions of dollars and
incalculable hours to clect candidates, defeat
others, influence legislation and stir the na-
tional conscience with their points of view.

It is a battle that promises to get bigger,
more sophisticated-—and more expensive—as
fledgling groups as well as the entrenched
veterans become more adept at fund-raising
and hardball politics in forums ranging from
city councils to the Congress of the United
States.-

From Massachusetts to Oregon and at
many points in between the battle lines have
been drawn and, in the words of one of the
more strident abortion [oes, a zealot named
Nellie Gray, “We're fighting a warl”

PUTTING ASIDE THE HIGH emotions
and moral controversy in the question of
abortion—a question on which both sides
say there is little room for compromise—this
is the story of the polities of abortion today
in America.

It is a warm fall evening in Washington,
1978, and Nellie Gray is at work in the
crowded space that formerly was a base-
ment apartment in the pink brick town
house she owns near Capitol Hill, A retired
civil service employe and ex- Army corporal,
she cranks away at the duplicating machine
next to an old mahogany dining room table
that serves as work space.

It is a critical time for her as she prepares
final mailings for the sixth annual “March
for Life,” an annual show of force she con-
ceived and leads down Pennsylvania Av. in
Washington every Jan. 22—the anniversary
of the historic 1973 Supreme Court decision
that legalized abortion.

Last year, more than 100,000 anti-abortion
troops streamed down the wide boulevard of
the nation's capital, then fanned out through
House and Senate office buildings delivering
thousands of California-grown long-stemmed
red roses to legislators, a symbol of their
pro-life cause.

ON THE FOURTH FLOOR of a bank
building a few blocks from the White House,
in a warren of bright and crowded offices,
the wonien of the National Abortions Rights
Action League are now beginning to assess
the outcome of the 95th Congress and its ef-
fects on the country’s.abortion posture,

"Our successes?” said chief lobbyist, Carol
Werner. “Thig year, zlp.”

Never before, she asserted, has Congress
chipped away at the Supreme Court decision

Thirteenth in a series
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| Safe and compassionate abortion care
i is obtalnable in the Chicage area. Reli-
' able abortion .counseling should be
sought from family physicians. Other
organizations that are prepared to te-
spond to women’s health questions are:

-@ Planned Parenthood Assn., 55 E. Jack-
son, 322-4240.

o Health Evaluation Referral Service,
2757 N. nginnry, 248-}]166.\ .

¢ The Women's Switchboard of the Mid-
~ west Women's Center, 800-972-5404;

as it did this year, curbing federal spending
for abortions not only for poor women
through a near tofal cutoff of Medicaid abor-
tion funds, but for Peace Corps volunteers,
and U.S. military personnet and their depen-
dants as well.

Werner's job is to try to prevent this type
of legislation by lobbying legislators, espe-
cially in the House where, unlike the Senate,
anti-abortion congressmen are a clear
majority.

SHE TELLS THE STORY of a high-rank-
ing Illinois congressman who told her that,
though he votes anti-abortion, he supports
the pro-choice position of the rights league.

“T agree with you totally. My wife agrees
with you,” he told Werner. “But, there are
more Roman Catholic churches in my dis-
trict than any other district in Illinois. I don't
want to spend the rest of my political career
going around trying to justify my position to
every Holy Name Society in my district.”

“I understand,” said Werner. *“The prob-
lem is that we understand., We're at the
point where we cannot afford to understand
any longer.”

Abortion certainly is not only a Roman
Catholic issue. But, it remains true that the
church is staunchly oppoesed to abortion and
spends jarge sums at local, state and national
levels to fight abortion and its proponents.

Like all anti-abortion groups, the church's
chief goal is to obtaln passage of an amend-

ment to the U.S, Constitution, a human life

amendment, that would outlaw abortion for
all times in all circumstances.

WILLIAM J. COX, a 3l-year-old Notre
Dame graduate, heads the Catholic anti-abor-
tion effort as executive director of the Na-
tional Committee for a Human Life Amend-
ment, the lay lobbying arm of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops. The lobby-
ing group is almost entirely funded by con-
tributions from dioceses and archdioceses
across the country for a total budget of
about $300,000 a year,

(In its four-year history, the Chicago
Archdiocese has contributed about $65,000
tp the group, Cox says. In 1977 and 1978 to
date, the amount totals $15,000).

“We haven’t gotten everything we want,”
said ‘Cox, assessing the group's successes in

Conlroversy
still rages

Although the U.S. Supreme
Court legolized abortion in
1973, the coniroversy still
rages, with both sides pouring
money info political action
groups which aim to either
preserve  or  overihrow the
court’s decision. Both pro-
choice and anti-abartion
groups claim morally uncom-
promising positions, symbal-
ized in public protests by such
placards at left. (UPI, Sun-
Times Photos)

the latest congressional session. But, "It ap-
pears that we've been able to cut the public-
funded abortion from 300,000 a year to
4,800."

There are four major thrusts of the anti-
abortion battle: clections at all levels; cutoffs
of state and federal funds for abortions; state
legislative calls for a national constitutional
convention, and congressional efforts to pass
a human life amendnient.

Although many professional pollsters in-
sist that candidates' stands on abortion will
not win or lose the election for them, the in-
tensity and visibiity of proponents on both
sides have made most politicians take the is-
sue seriously.

WITHIN THE PAST YEAR or so, both
sides, hampered by f{ederal laws that prohib-
ited them from attempting to influence elec-
tions and sensing the growing importance of
the ballot box if they are to prevail, have set
up national political action committees to
channel money to sympathetic candidates for
the U.5. House and Senate.

In the first test of their clout, in the 1978
elections, both the rights league committee
on the pro-choice side (which spent about

$75,000, the majority going to 57 U.S. House.

and Senate candidates in 25 states) and the
antj-abortion Life Political Action Committee
(%20,000 to 23 candidates in 16 states) are
claiming victories.

The most talked about win on either side
this year is the defeat, with a major assist
from the anti-abortion groups, of liberal Sen.
Dick Clark (D-lowa). Pro-lifers also take
credit for the primary defeat of another lib-
eral Senate aspirant, Democratic Rep. Don-
old M. Fraser, who was knocked out of the
race in an upset in Minnesota. In both races,
hundreds of thousands of brochures, some
paid for by the Lile Political Action Commit-
tee, were distributed—sometimes outside
churches on Sunday morning—outlining Fra-
ser and Clark's pro-choice 'views.

Anti-abortion forces also cheered the de-
feat of Republican Edward W. Brooke in
Massachusetts, the Senate's eloquent pro-
choice spokesman. The over-all defeat of five
liperal senators early this month and the

general centrist movement of the Congress

also may lead to more restrictive federal
abortion legislation in the future,

IN ADDITION to the small sums they dis-
tributed, both nationa} action committees can

get on phones with anti-abortion or pro-
choice groups in every state and bring out
volunteers to work for or against the candi-
dates they target.

There also is a growing awareness that
the abortion fight may be won not in Wash-
ington but at the grass-roots level.

“Fifty-six, 57 per cent of the people who
finally get to Congress come from the state
legislatures,” said Joe Barrett, a politically
savvy Maryland suburbanite who is vice
chairman and political director of Washing-
ton-based Life committee, which spent more
than $100,000 this year working only for
statehouse candidates.

Increasing the number of statehouse pro-
lifers, Barrett points out, will eventually in-
crease the nwmber of anti-abortion congress-
men. Furthermore, state legislators, can and
do influence national abortion policy. For ex-
ample, 13 state legislatures (Illinois is not
among them) have called for a constitutional
convention to consider adding a human life
amendment to the Constitution. Twenty-one
more staltes are needed.

Most anti-abortion groups concede that if
such an amendment is eventually enacted-’it
will not be by way of the constititional con-
vention route, But they see these statehouse
calls for a convention as one more way to
pressure the U.5. Congress to vote out an
amendment. As of last January there had
been 65 separate efforts in the U.S. House
and Senate to enact the amendment, but ali
remained stalled in subcommittees headed by
pro-cholce Sen. Birch Bayh (D-Ind.) and Rep.
Don Edwards {(D-Calif.}. Edwards and Bayh
rank high on the anti-abortion groups’ politi-
cat hit list.

FOR THE PRO-CHOICE people, Illinois
Republican Rep. Henry J. Hyde is one of the
chief foes. It is his name that is attached to
the first successful congressional effort to
weaken the 1973 Supreme Court abortion
decision, and the expression “Hyde Amend-
ment” has become the shorthand reference
for most of the recent anti-abortion legisla-
tion passed by Congress.

In 1976, Hyde was successful-—much to
his own surprise—in attaching an amend-
ment to the Labor-Health, Education and
Welfare Department budgets that prohibits.
use of any federal Medicaid money for abor-
tions “except where the life of the mother

Turn to Page 38
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It began on a campus in 1973, the summer
" after the U1.S. Supreme Court lepalized abor-
tion. Two women enrolled in a health-care
seminar undertook a study of Chicago's new
legal abortion business.

By the time they completed their academic
survey, one of the women said, “We discov-
ered we knew more about these places than
the heatth agencies.”

The two women, Ann Wright and Miriam
Desmond, decided to share the information
they'd gathered and continue monitoring the
city’s abortion clinics, They founded the
Health Evaluation and Referral Service
(HERS) and began one of the city’s first non-
profit abortion referral agencies.

HERS, ALONG WITH the Chicago
Planned Parenthood Assn., are two places
wherg womien can turn for help with un-
wanted pregnancies, The Sun-Times and Bet-
ter Government Assn. found. Since the Sun-
Times has been carrying their telephone
numbers with this series, both groups have
reported dramatic increases in calls.

Neither charges for referrals or counsel-
ing. Both offer recommendations of clinics
hased on their own careful inspections of
abortion clinics and on the information col-
lected from women who have been patients
at these clinics.

HERS members describe their operation as
a *nonprofit health consumer group.” With-
out any government suppart, the service sur-
vives on donations and monthly pledges.
TERS pays 530 a month rent to share space
in a homey flat at 2757 N, Seminary. The
group has only one full-time staffer, and
boasts dozens of volunteers who help an-
swer telephones and refer calters.

AND DESPITE ITS pgrass-roots approach
to abortion surveillance, HERS investigates
and rates clinics with professional dilipence.
Their exposure of the Women's Medical Fa-
cility several years age led to closure of the
clinic, which since has reopened as Diogene-

~ ‘Abortion
heavy
thing- to go
through without
having to- go

THE ABOET!ON ”l‘rough it in a bad
PROFITEERS O'N
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tics Ltd., 520 N. Michigan.

Discoveries by HERS also led to the in-
dictment of clinic owner Kenneth Yellin on
three counts of criminal abortion and for
practicing medicine without a license, Al-
though Yellin was not convicted on the
criminal charges, he agreed to a court order
to quit charading as “Dr. York™ and stop ex-
amining unsuspecting woren.’

*“The health authorities are so scatiered in
the state and city,'” said Wright, “that no one
agency seems to have enough clout to get to
the clinics that are doing things illegal or un-
gthical. T think the only people who have
done things to close [such clinics] down are
HERS and the newspapers;”

ONCE A YEAR, HERS members evaluate
Chicago’s abortion clinics. They -inspect the
clinics, interview the administrator and
medical director and try to sit in on counsel-
ing sessions and watch ahottions.

But because clinics are likely, said Wright,,
"to put their best foot forward during our
inspections, the HERS review teams also
rely heavily on what patients tell thern about
clinics. Only after this research does HERS
publish its annual evaluation sheet rating
clinics as recommended, acceptable or not
recommended.

The sheet tells prospective patients the
cost of abortions at the various clinics, the
services available and whether the clinic ad-
vertises under different names and numbers.
It also gives women a sampling of what pa-
lients have said about the clinics.

HERS does not recommend clinics that

_enough-
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HERS VOLUNTEER Jane Pedersen consults files ta cid caller.

deny them admittance—such as Chicago
Loop Mediclinic, 316 N. Michigan, and' Wa-
ter Tower .Reproductive Center, 820. N.
Michigan.

HERS does not recommend Biogenetics ei-
ther because of Yellin’s onpoing association
with the facility and complaints from pa-
tients' there, including one describing her
treatment at the chmc as “a dehumamzmg,
{raumatic experience.”

HERS makes about 2,000 referrals a year
and asks all its callers to let it know about
their experiences at the clinic.

“Women are in a vulnerable posmon

when they are trying to decide which ‘clinic

to po to,” said one HERS worker. “Abortion
is a heavy enough thing to go through with-
out having to go through it in o bad clinic,”
sald another.

-] o o

Planned Parenthood also inspects and
evaluates Chicapo’s abortion clinics, But un-
like HERS, they only evaluate the clinics
that asle them to.

Last year, the agency, at 33 E. Jackson,
fielded more than 8,500 pregnancy-related
inquiries—mote than a third of them from
women asking advice on where to po - for
safe abortions.

Although Planned Parenthood members do
not inspect clinics that do not request their
endorsement, officers of the apency said
they have given negative evaluations to some
clinics that invited them in. Such clinics are
excluded from the referral list. In addition to
abortion referrals, Planned Parenthood also
offers referrals to adoption agencies and

live-in facilities to women who decrde
against abortion.

THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT of Fubhc
Health, which regulates abortion clinics,
sends inspectors to Chicago clinics abou
once a year. The inspectors are, all nurses
and normally visit the clinics alone.

Planned Parenthood sends professional
teams of inspectors to clinics that invite
them. Each team inctudes a licensed obstetri-
cian-pynecologist, a registered npurse, a
Planned Parenthood administrator, a certi-
fied soclal worker and a trained counselor.
The first visit is by appointment. But the
second is a surprise visit every six months.

“We found the ideal way to evaluate a
clinic is to follow women through from one
phase to the next. This way you get to see
the way a woman feels thoughout the entire
process,” said Anita Jones, Planned Parent-
hood’s pregnancy counseling co-ordinator.

The state inspectors look at clinic records
to evaluate patient care. But “looking at re-
cords is not as meaningful as measuring im-
portant things—Ilike feelings,” Jones said.
And like HERS, Planned Porenthood refer-

~ rals are heavily weighted by the reactions of

patients to the clinics. The agency asks ev-
ery woman they refer to a clinic to complete
a two-page report on her experiences. .
One woman who ignored Planned Parent-
hood's recommendations and went to the
Chicago Loop Mediclinic for an abortion re-
turned to the agency te warn other women:
Her abortion at the clinic was so painful, she
said, that she planned to undergo *steriliza-
tion” to avoid ever repeating the experience.

Continued from Page 35

discovered while working undercover ‘as a
Concord counselor-in-training, patient coun-
seling can be so intensive it may drive pa-
tients away. ) ]

Rutherford saw the clinic bring in a Polish

interpreter for one patient whe was eager to

sign abortion forms she did not understand.
She also watched counselors probe women’s
motives for seeking abortions and guiz them
on ‘their answers.

" ONE DAY, Rutherford overheard parts of
‘a 'two-hour counseling session with a 17-
year-old wheo had agreed to an abortion only
because her mother had threatened to throw
‘her out if she had the bahy.

I think abortion is murder,” the girl told
her- counselor. “But what can T do?”

‘Had .the girl been in one. of the Michigan
Av.mills, she prohably would have been sold

an abortion anyway. At Concord, she was -

soid -on childbirth. The counselor gave the
zirl the names of several facilities where
unwed mothers can live until their habies
are-born and referred her for further coun-
seling . on adoption. )

Another teen-ager who, the counselor dis-
tovered, had been pressured inte having an
ihortion by her boy friend and relatives also
vas referred to adoption agencies, as well as

to the Illinois Department of Public Aid for
financial dssistance during her pregnancy.

Rutherford also saw several women
turned away because their ‘“‘pregnancies”
were oo early to be confirmed by physi-

_cians. At some of the Michigan ‘Av. clinics,

such women are sold menstrual extrac-
tions—early abortions that cost less but
which studies show often are unnecessary.
At Concord, such procedures are not done,

SOME COUNSELORS complained to Ruth-
erford that they felt rushed by the volume of
patients. But, said Rutherford, “They .still
manage to take whatever time’ s needed with
their patients.”

“We want to be sure our p:ments ‘have
really thought it out,” said Concord’s admin-
istrator, Sherry Walker. “[Abortion] is an ir-
reversible decision. We don't want them to
make that kind of decisien with their backs
against the wall.”

According to Bozorgi, counseling is as im-
portant to the patient’s medical well-being as
it Is to her emotional health, *[ will refuse to
do an abortion on a woman who has not
been counseled,” he said. Unless he knows
his patient has been counseled, he added, he
cannot “proceed with confidence.”

Rutherford watched counselors explain

every aspect of the abortion in careful de-

Note to readers

Safe and compassionate abortion care
is obtainable in the Chicago area. Reli-
able abortion counseling should be
sought from family physicians. Other
organizations that are prepared to re-
spond to women's health questions are:

o Planned Parenthood Assn., 55 L, Jack-
son, 322-4240.

aHealth Evaluation Referral Service,
2757 N. Seminary, 248-0166.

» The Women's Switchboard of the Mid-
west Women's Center, 800-972-5404.

tail—including the instruments to be used
and "the feelings to expect. Patients were
warned about everything from the “cold and
sticky antiseptic” before the abortion to the
mental depression that may fdllow days lat-
er.

NURSES WEAR stethoscopes around their

necks and seem to measure patients’ vital

signs religiously, Rutherford said. After their
abortions, patients in the recovery room are

carefully monitored by nurses and nurses
zudes 3

Bul with women snacking and sometimes
laughing among themselves while they rest,
the atmosphere. of the recovery room on
some days seems more social than méd:ca]

Even so, Rutherford said, doctors do visit
the recovery room to check on their patients’
progress. And, accordmg to'a recent paper
published by Bozorgi in a professional medi-
cal journal, most patients progress well. The
doctor reported that his patient records
showed a lower-than- -average incidence of
post-abortion comphcatmns ’

The Park Medical Center i is a newcomer to

'Chxcagos abortion business. In the year it

has been open, it has kept a low-profile and,
ils owners believe, has suffered rmancmlly
as a result.

Far from the fancy addresses of‘the abor-
tion 1nills we investigated on the Magnificent
Mile, Park Medical Center operates & smail
and unpretentious clinic on the city's North-
west Side.

Although the Park clinic performs rela-

: lwely few "abortions—no more than 15 a

day—our survey five months ago of the
city’s abortion tl&de _Showed Park Medlcal )

by
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would be endangered if the fetus were carried to term
Late in 1977, and apain in 1978, a Senate-House compro-
mise on the existing Hyde language resulted In a prohibition

on federal spendmg for* Medicaid abortion except when the

mother’s life is-endangered or “for the victims of rape or ine
cest, where such rape or incest has been reported promptly
to a law enforcement agency or public health service” and in
those instances where “severe and long-lasting physlcal
health damage to the mother would result if the pregnancy
were. carried to term when so determined by two physﬂ-
c:ans" That is the law today.

The District of Columbia and six states {Alaska, Colorado,
Hawaii, Michigan, Morth Carolina and Washington), in reac-
tion to'the Hyde amendment, agree now to¢ pick up the entire
tab for all Medicaid abortions. Previously, federal and state
governments shared the cost of those abortions on.a complex
formula wlnch resulted ina state paying 10 to 50 per cent of
the cost.

- All other states-—mcludmg 1ilinois which is underea court
order to do so—fund certain Medicaid abortions under cer-
tain circumstances. Ilinois ond eight other states, for exame-

-ple, pay for the full cost of Medicaid abortions deemed by a
doctor to be medically necessary.

STATISTICS GATHERED by HEW and analyzed by
Planned Parenthood’s research arm, the Alan Guttmacher In-
stitute, show that Medicaid abortions have declined by 96.8
to 89.2 per cent in 22 states with restrictive laws simllnr to
the 1976 or 1977 Hyde amendments.

This offers considerable encouragement to antl-nbortion

groups such as the National Right to Life Committee based

in Washington, the larpest non-secular anti-abortlon group,
which clalms 11 million members &nd an annual budget of
about $500,000. That is slightly less than the $624,486 In re-
ceipts tallled by the pro-choice rights league in the first nine
months of this year. League membership has increased more
than eight fold in the past year, from under 9,000 dues-pay-
ing members to 50,000,

The growth of the opposition worries both sides, Including
the Religlous Coalition for Abortion Rights, a group of 27 re-
ligious organizations (including Catholics for a Free Cholce)
of 13 denominations, based in Washington. *Things are po-
ing to get worse before they get betfer,” said Patricia A. Ga-
vett, national director of the coalition, whicl spends about
$250,000 a year lobbymg. education and prass-roots
orpanizing.

In addition to congressional action Lhis year in revising the
Hyde amendment affecting Medicaid abortions, Congress
adopted those same Hyde standards for the Defense Depart-
ment budget, thereby limiting abortion. funds for military
women and military dependants. There were 26,000 of these

. abortions in the last fiscal! year.

: (Other measures to restrict abortions approved by Congress

- this year include the Pregnancy Disability Bill requiring pri-
vate emnployers to include coverage of pregnancy and related
conditions in their health insurance plans but not requiring
them to include abortion coverage.

FINALLY, THERE WAS a threat 1o vote the U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights out of business unless congressmen ap-
_proved an amendment that prohibits the commission from
studying or pathering {acts about U.5. abortion pohcy They
approved the restriction.
I feel lousy,” concluded Gavett of the Rehglous Coahtlon,
a project of the United Methodist Church. "I don’t think
“we've had any national successes.”
Gavett's remarks came, however, before pro-choice propo-

nents challed up one victory this election season when vot-
ers In Oregon rejected a ballof proposition—the first tiine
the question has ever been on a state ballot—which would
have cut off state funds “for abortions ... or programs or
services that promote abortion.” '
Undaunted by the Oregon defeat, Judie Brown, director of
public relations for the Natlonal Right to Life Committee,
cites the Illinois pro-life network as one example of why the

anti-abortion position will prevail and Congress will pass ¢
human-life amendment—by. 1981, she predicts

The Illincis Federation for Right to Life, affiliated witl
the nationai, mc]udes 162 anti-abortion groups-in that state
alone.

"We ve gol what it takes,” said Brown, “and we re gomg
W]n -«

NEXT: Inside an anti-abortion group.
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Nationwide struggle

Chicago aclivists en both sides of the obortion fssue have set
up picket lines from the Holy Name Cathedra! (left) in Chica-
go to Washingion (below), where anti-abortionists gother an+
-nuully in an emotional demanstration {obaye) ogainst the
1973 Supreme Court decision legalizing abortien. (AP, Sun.
Times Photos)

: .Cﬁntinued from nge 37

- enjoyed a reputation as a facmby that cared more for pa-
tienis than profits,

1t was out ‘of their concern .tver the abortion assembly
“lines in other parts of the city—a concern they had publicly
expressed—that Park Medical owners opened their own clin-

Cicin 1977, . .

“As novices 10 the abortion trade ourselves, we asked them
o' co-operate with us in our investigation of clinics. Al
though we did not work undercover in the Park Medical
Center, reporters and researchers spent many hours there
observing its operation. )

With permission from Park Medical's patients, we sat in
on counseling sessions, watched nurses and doctors scrub be-
fore abortions and scrubbed ourselves to observe how abor-
tions were performed. We watched not-so-routine abortions.
We watched nurses hold patients’ hands, wipe their brows
and spothe their nerves.

ABORTIONS WE SAW lasted 15 to 20 wminutes. Usually,

‘sthey were relatively painleés procedures. The déctor \v‘o’x;kle‘ji / L ot
y 2

T s 02 1wl

deliberately and spolze softely to the patient, often repeating
her name. Afterward, we saw women being helped into their
recovery-roomn beds, where smiling nurses measured their
blood pressure and fetched them punch and cookies.”
Unlike other clinics, where women appeared ashen and

. weak after their abortions, the women at Park Medical

seemed to recover quickly, the color returning to their
cheeks within a quarter of an hour.

We looked al the pathology reports returned to the clinic
on the tissue removed {rom Park Medical patients’ wombs.
The reports are back in the doctor's hands within 48 hours.
Patients are called immediately when reports show no con-
ception material was found. Such reports are treated as
medical emergencies—which, experts say, they may well be,
particularly in cases of ectopic (outside of the uterus) or tu-
bal pregnancies.

When the clinic first opened, it used a laboratory that, a
doctor and part-pwner believed, was issuing improbable re-
ports.

The doclor was certain be had removed all the tissue from
the uterus in a number of cases where the lab insisted he had

not. .Thelpnr]nts Meﬁ P";”"d bﬂch ;0? e, clinig and:FesgRams ;herg.bepquse they know .theylliget good caredy » 4<%

ined. In every case, the examination showed their abortious
were complete; the Iahoratory reports were not,

“That was il for the lab,” said owner Eileen Adams. "We
fired them.”

ADAMS ALSO TOLD us how they were offered patients’

in exchange for kickbacks when she and her partner flrst
opened Park Medical.

“One guy called us and said they'd provide counsehng if
we'd provide tlie cash,” recalled one of Park's owners,
“They told us we were naive if we thought we could run g
clinic and make money without paying kickbacks.”

“‘Lady,” the guy said lo Adams, “ ‘there's no way to
make money in this business unless you pay, You'll go broke
in six months if you don't.” "

Well, Adams said, the clinic nearly did go broke.

"Business was very slow at first,”” she said. "Then the
good referral agencies—Planned Parentbood and HERS—
came out to look us over. A doctor came out and looked and
liked us. Now we pet referrals from 75 doctors—not a one

has ever asked for a kickback in return. They send patients
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‘The idea is (for
‘us) to make them
more upset. Ask
them how they
feel when they

(¥4 - know they are
THE ABORTION taking a human
‘PROFITEBRS  life.’

By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick
Copyright, 1978, The Chicogo Sun-Times

They were standing in the middle of a cof-
fee-splattered hallway outside ‘‘the abortion
chamber.” _ .

They were Christians, they said, and they
had come to the abortion clinic this gray Sat-
urday morning to “stop the itilling.”

They marched around the clinic, swinging
their. rosaries, screeching Hail Marys and
howling the Lord’s Prayer.

Among them was Sun-Times reporter Pa-
mela Warrick~—the only marcher without
rosary heads. Armed with a pseudonym and
a prayerbook, she joined Chicago's pro-life
movement to get an inside ook at the hard-
core opposition to lepalized abortion.

AFTER SEVERAL weeks as a volunteer at
the Illinois Right-To-Life headquarters and a
weekend showing pory movies on the
group's traveling Life-Mohile, Warrick was
referred- to the office of Joseph M.
Scheidler—considered one of the most radi-
cal and powerfui U.S. anti-abortion leaders.

Her first contact with Scheidler’s Friends
for Life was through the Shield of Roses—a
Catholic prayer group that stages Saturday
morning vigils outside abortion clinics.

"~ One Saturday in September, Warrick
joined the group outside the Michigan Ave-
nue Medical Center at 30 S. Michigan. Before
the vigil, a Shield of Roses officer warned
her what to expect.

He said: “We like to call them prayer vig-
ils instead of pickets, {though] 1 guess most
people would call it a piclket. We carry signs
and that sort of thing.

- "“This [picketing] is rough. It takes a lot of
strength. You're under a lot of pressure to
stop these girls . . . .You can tell which ones
are going into the clinic for ahortions. Most-
ly, they're teen-agers, and they look guilty.

“Sometimes, they'll go ahead with the
abortion no matter what you say. It's
wrenching .. .."

QUT ON THE prayer picket line, Warrick
found it was wrenching indeed—but more
for the women entering the clinic than for
the protesters trying to stop them. The dem-
onstrators endured cold stares, catcalls and
passers-by who screamed, “Who's going to
support. the babies? You!”

But clinic patients endured worse,

"Two Shield of Roses “street counselors,”
as they call themselves, cornered a young
woman and her boy f[riend near the clinic
entrance. The counselors quickly brought the
boy friend around to their way of thinking.
The young woman, who said she would have

Note to readers

Safe and compassionate abortion care
is obtainable in the Chicago area. Reli-
able abortion counseling should be
sought from family physicians. Other
organizations that are prepared to re-
spond to women's health questions are:

@ Planned Parenthood Assn., 55 E. Jack-
son, 322-4240.

e Health Evaluation Referral Service,
2757 N. Seminary, 248-0166,

"o The Women’s Switchboard of the Mid-
‘west Women's Center, ,800-972-5404. |

Sun-Times reporfer Pomelo Warrick {second from right), who infilirot-
ed Chicago's onti-abortian movement for a clase-up look af its tactics,
joined Friends for Lifse members when they staged o demonstration at
the Midwest Papulation Center, 100 E. Ohig, last Seplember. The:pro-

Last in a series

to quit high school to support the bahy
alone, was not so easily persuaded.

“You have a responsibility to that little
baby,” the pro-life pair told the woman. “Do
you want to live with the baby’s blood on
your conscience the rest of your life?”

They showed her grisly color pictures of
what they said was a “baby” dismembered
by an abortionist. And they showed her
equally ghoulish photos of mangled babies
who survived abortions.

Finally, after nearly an hour of grilling,
the woman pushed the anti-abortion people
away from her. “I ain't havin' no baby,"” she
said and rushed into the clinic. Her boy
friend stayed to chat a few minutes and then
abandoned his girl friend, leaving her to find
her own way home after the abortion.

Many of the anti-abortion street counsel-
ors got their training from Scheidler. His
Friends for Life organization operates out of
a plush suite of offices at 180 N. Michigan,
ostensibly to “assist the media with stories
on the life and death issues of abortion and
mercy killing.”

But the group does far more than advise
the media.

“Yes, ma'am,” Scheidler told Warrick
when she appeared on his doorstep. “This is
where the action is.”

OVER THE NEXT month, Warrick would
-see plenty of pro-life action with Scheidler's
band of followers: demonstrations, invasions
of abortion clinics and anti-abortion strategy
sessions that sent wolunteers armed with
spray paint out to vandalize. .

Warrick's pro-life training began with a
lecture from Scheidler, ‘

When women go to abortion clinics, he
sald, most of them are very upset. “The 1dea
is [for us] to make them more upset,” he

'said. “Ask them how they feel when' they-

know they are taking a human life. Remind
them of how the women who've had abor-
tions live the rest of their life with that
ghost from their womb." .
Abortion, he told Warrick, “is no different

- than taking a bunch of 3-year-olds, cutting

all their little heads off and throwing them
in the trash....”

Warrick was soon chosen to join what
Schiedler called his "Red Alert”—a group of
carefully selected "'nctivists” who would do
more than stuff envelopes and picket.

During her first meeting with .the “Red
Alert,” Warrick saw how Scheidler per-
suades his followers to “do God’s will."

It was Sept. 16. The Red Alert gathered
around the table in Scheidler's office.

“You all know why we're here?"

- Scheidler asked.

The followers nodded solemnly. They
were there to plan the most ambitious as-
sault yet on Chicago's abortion clinics.

“OUR PURPOSE,” said Scheidler, “is to
save lives. We will use the Trith Team ap-
proach. .. we need at least two teams of

two persons each in each clinic. At a given

time, one of you will stand up in the clinic
and make your statement....

*“You will say this is a sit-in to savé lives
and you will not obey the clinic officers.
.. .Jf they lock the doors or bar your exit,
tell them you will file kidnap charges. If
they touch you, it's assault. Make them
afraid of you!

“Qur purpusé is three-f&ld. Education, -
which we'll do by counseling the people in-

the clinies waiting for abortions. Disrup-
tion—we will probably stop everybody from
doing their jobs. And publicity. This is going
to get atterttion. We'll call the papers and the
television crews as soon as you're inside the
clinics.” :

4
But, Scheidler gdded, ““This is not an offi- -

cial Friends for Life activity. The board does
not want any liahility. This is the PEACE or-

ganization. We're only  meeting here., at. ,

Friends for' Lifé’ because it's convenient.

' _ A
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test fizzled when the obortion foes showed up as two large groups
and were quickly locked aut of the clinic. Loudly chanting anti-abor-
" fian slagans to overcome the clinic’s Muzak, the protesters were led
away without incident by Chicaga police. '

i

Clinic owner Dr. Arnold Bickham losey
battles in three courts—Page 41.

PEACE stands for People Expressing &
Concern for Everyone, Although PEACE has
been credited by the national media with ifte
vading and vandalizing. abortion -clinicq
throughout the country, there is no such ot
ganization. It is only an alias. : ¥

AS SCHEIDLER explained to a newcomef,
“PEACE is purposefuily set up for this [site
in] sort of thing. No one can contact anyong
in the organization because there is no boar
of directors.” JF

Scheidler also issued another disclaimep
that day: “I have to state something right
now," he told his activists. *We are not cons
spiring here to break the law. We are coms
spiring to save lives. - ) oy

“What we want Is a very well organized
sit-in from within. We're not looking for aiw
rests this time. We've had our arrests.” But,
he added, “If anyone gets arrested, great!

One of the followers interrupted. “I havg "
a moral question,” she said. “To get into thg
clinic in the first place, I'll have to make an
?gpointment for an ‘abortion. That would be
ying." o : it

“You don't have to lie to do this. You have
to deceive,” said Scheidler. But the woman
with the conscience was not satisfied. i

Scheidler got up from the table and went
into the next office where the Rev. Charleg
Fiore, a Jesuit priest who works full-time fog.
Friends for Life, had been sitting behind g
closed door. , : Al

A FEW MINUTES Iater, Father Fiorg
walked into what the group now was calling
“the war room" and pave this advice to the
troubled woman:~ . o

“Jesuits,” said the priest, “are very good
on moral reservations. I do not like to lie. § -
don’t want to and I won't, but whenever I j
need to... prevaricate, I will.... #
, “Like'if I don’t want to use the name I am |

Turn to Page 40
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Continued from Page 39

generally known by . . . my mother’s maiden
name is Walker. One of my (priestly] names
is Paul, so T am Paul walker. That is not ly-
ing," said I'ather Fiore.

“Go ahead,” he told the woman. “make
your appointment.”

*Then you can go to . .
gled another follower.

. confession!” gig-

With the clinit invasions on the drawing |

board, Scheidler went on to the next order
of Red Alert business: defacing placards on
lhe CTA.

Scheldler flicked a bit of dried black paint
from under his fingernails. “This is [rom our
little crusade last night,” he said.

He explained how he and another Friend
for Life had vandalized posters put up by
aborfion clinics and referral services at CTA
clevated platforms.

BUT THE TASK, Scheidler said, was too
great “for just the two of us. There are so
many of these ads. We need your help.”

Scheidler said he already had prepared a
press release denouncing the CTA for reneg-

ing on a 3-year-old agreement not to post the -

abortion clinics' ads, unless pro-life groups
were allowed to post anti-abortion placards.

“This may be a big news story,” said
Scheidler. “If they send photographers out to
get pictures of the ads, I don’t want them to
find any intact. We have to work fast.”

At the end of the meeting, Scheidler hand-
ed out cans of spray paint and maps of the
CTA L routes—copied by Father Fiore.

Before the Red Alert left on ils CTA mis-

sion,. Scheidler issued this warning:
. “If you're caught, you're on your own. If
anyone asks, tell them yow’re an irate citizen
or something ...do not impllcate anyone
else, or say you got-this stuff from Friends
for Life.”

Father Fiore apologized: "I know it sounds
cold, but we have to do this because we
‘would Jose our federal tax exemption if we

" engage In any political activities.”
<] a -]

- Defacing CTA signs Is but one of the pro-
life pranks pylled by Scheidler and his band

of followers. Some of her Friends for Life
colleagues said they let Warrick in on a few
of the other tricks they use to discredit and
harass their “enemies.'

A few followers bragged about calling
abortion clinics and referral services and
making fake appointments to disrupt patient
schedules. Other times, they said, they call
clinics and hang up. “We can tie up their
phones all night il we try.” said one Lifer.

ONE WOMAN said her favorite trick was
calling abortion clinics and blowing a whis-
tle into the phone receiver. “Drives ‘em
nuts,” she tittered.

Members of Scheidler's group also
bragged about posting signs around the city
offering free beer to anyone who called a
certain phone number. The number, of
course, was one that rang at abortion clinics.
A Scheidler confidante told how he and
Scheidler sent “some really grisly, gory post-
cards” of aborted fetuses to the justices of
the U.S. Supreme Court after their landmark
decision legalizing abortion.

The message on the back of each card be-
gan ""Dear Daddy," he said, and closed with,
“See you in Hell.”

"B a ]

in March of this year, a dozen of
Scheidler’s followers, under the banner of
the PEACE group, were arrested following a
sit-in at a Chlcago abortion clinic.

On Sept. 6, all were found gullty of crimi-
nal trespassing, and given a one-year condi-
tional discharge. The group is appealing.

SCHEIDLER CALLS those who were ar-
rested at the March sit-in *my 12 apostles.”
And most of them, it seems, were not de-
terred by thelr brush with the law.

Sevcral of the “apostles” were among
those who gathered at the Friends for Life
offices one late September weekend to make
final plans for invading four Chicago abor-
tion clinics.

The plans were carefully prepared. One
woman visited one of the target clinics the
week before the invasion to, as she put it,
‘case the joint and get a feel for the physical
tayout of the place.” There was also a full
rehearsal of the sit-in two nights before the
attack.

By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick
Copyright, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times

“You can try for 50 vears to do it the nice,
polite way, or you can do it next weeh the
whnasty way . . "—Joseplt M. Scheidler

To his foes, he is a bearded, steely eyed
zealot. To his followers, he is the champion
of innocents, a demigod of mercy.

Joseph M. Scheidler. Age 51. Father of six.
Notre Dame University graduale. One-time
- journalist.
pro-lifer.

He runs the nation-
al Friends for Life
out of a plush suite at
180 N. Michigan. Al
a massive wooden
desk, flanked by
wreaths of plastic
roses in memory of
“the bables who've
died,” Scheidler holds
court five, someliines
seven days a week.
Many of his fol-
. ~lowers hang on his

" JOSEPH M. SCHEIDLER
more often than not, do his will with no

Full-time |

;‘\\

every word, and!

questions asked. (When questions do arise,
they sometimes are referred to Scheidler’s
right-hand-man, the Rev. Charles Fiore—the
priest always ready with a pardon for pro-
life activists.)

A visitor is shown into Scheidler's office
by a Friends for Life worker. “] don't think
even President Carter has anything this
nice,” said the worker, who later joled
about *“our work for Scheidler and the
Lord--I'm not sure which comes first.”

~Scheidler hasn’t always enjoyed such un-
questioning support or such comfortable
surroundings.

After a stint as a reporter at the South
Bend (Ind.) Tribune, Scheidler worked as a
public information officer for Chicago's De-
partment of Human Rescurces.

When the U.S. Supreme Court legalized
abortion in 1973, Scheidler left the govern-
ment to take what he claimed was a $7,000
pay cut to become execulive director of Lhe
Itlinois Right to Lile Committee.

Scheidler personally supports capital pun-
ishment; “That's not killing innocent, he[p-
less victims. Those people are criminals.”

But he is fiercely anti-gbortion: “1 don’t
'want to tell my | chnldren Idid nothmg during
the. ;laugptcr of the mnocents

done nothing in his career as a pro-fifer.

No ‘o could argue that™Scheidlér’ has

o

Copyright, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times; Sun-Times Pholo by Richard Derk
PAMELA WARRICK (third from right), posing as « member of Friends for Life, jcins group
members in o demonsiration organized under nome of o nanexistent group.

DESPITE SUCH pains, however, the the
well-planned take-over of the Midwest Pop-
ulation Center at 100 E. Ohio was a bust.

Although the police didn't arrest anyone,
the dozen demonstrators—Warrick, among
them—also didn’t stop many, if any, abor-
tions that day.

It was a gray and rainy Saturday when
Warrick arrived at the clinic. She was cho-
sen to be the first one in. “You're very
brave,”' the other demonstrators told her.

She handed the clinic a urine sample and
sat back to wait, not for the results of the
pregnancy test she requested, but for the
other demonstrators to arrive. The tale-over
was to bepin at precisely 9:28 a.m. But at
:48, Warrick was stlll waiting.

Finailly, the others arrived, but in {wo sus-
piciously large groups. The Midwest clinic
receptionist caught on quickly.

“1 think we've got a sit-in here,”
yelled to other clinic workers.

No sooner had the demonsirators lokled
arms In a hallway outside what they decided
was the “abortion chamber,” than the clinic

she

staff had locked the doors behind them.

FOR THE NEXT 10 minutes, the demon-
strators chanted, “All we are say-ying is
give life a chance.” A clinic staffer came into
the hallway, now splattered with coffee car-
ried in by one of the demonstrators.

“Who made this mess?' he asked.

“*Mess, mess?”" the demonstrators

g

‘Many of his fol-
lowers hang on
his every word,
and more often
than not, do his

THE RBORTION will with no ques-

PROFITEERS  l0ns asked.’

But some bitter members of the stale
Right-To-Life group think he may have done
too much. At the very least, some of them
say, Scheidler spent too much. He was fired
by the organization early this year, and, in
May, helped found Friends for Life, billed as
the first national pro-life, media education
organization.

Working undercover in the state Right-To-
Life office at 327 S. LaSalle, Sun-Timnes re-
porter Pamela Warrick watched those
Scheidler lelt bebind struggle te unscramble
long-neglected accounting records. And she
heard state commitlee workers comptain of
living hand-io-mouth since S(_hmdlera
departure, .
= owell $Hall we'phy the'reat this month &' -
the installtnen: on the Life-Mobile?” one

screeched. “[t's your mess. You're killing
babies. You're a mess.”

One excltable young man, new to Fric
for Life, positioned himnself directly in f1
of the clinic worker and began yelling,

The clinic worker pushed the young ..
away. “That's battery,” blurted the yo
man. “You hit me!"”

“And I'll hit you again if you continue
block my way,” said the clinic staffer.

About 20 minutes into the demonstrati
the police arrived. By then, the clinic s
had effectively masked the protesters' p.
ence from patients by locking the group i
the hallway. And they had effectiv
drowned out the marchers’ veices by turni
the clinic sound system up to full volun

But as the Muzalt got louder, so did 1
marchers. They screamed their Hail Mar:
They shouted the Lord's Prayer.

FINALLY, the three pollce officers w
responded to the clinic’s alarm gently i
formed the sit-in leader that If the group d
not leave, the clinlc would file trespassit
charges.

“You are trespassing,’” one officer sm
“But you may go outside if you want ar
picket there as long as you want. Just don
touch anyone or block the entrance,”

As the police escorted the demonstrato:
into the elevator, one of the clinic physicial
stood, arms folded, in the hall, .

As the elevator doors closed, the sit-i
leader yelled at the doctor, "We'll.be back
We will be back.”

state committee worker asked the volunte:
hoolkkeeper.

Since Scheidler left, the committee’s pai
membership has, according to its -staf
dropped from 20,000 to about 5,000.

And while the committee had more tha
$96,000 in assets when Scheidler took ovt
in 1973, the balance had plunged to on
538,000 by the time Scheidler left the cor
mittee five years later, according to annu
reports filed with the Illinois Attorney Gel
eral’s Office.

But Scheidier is proud of his record at t!
state committee. From his Friends for Li
office, Scheidler boasted to Warrick,
worled hard to buy that Life-Mobile [a tra
eling pro-life film studio] ...l raised -t}
money to huy it without the board’s permi
sion. I did everything without the boare
permission. That's why they fired me.”

Scheidler has little patience with mo
moderate pro-life groups. As he put it to h
smull band of activists, “You can try for 5
years to do it the nice, polite way, or yo
can do it next week the nasty way . ...

“I've seen the people come and go in thi
movement. Some are still against abortio
but they're not out there on Lhe line, QK. Bt
il you say you're gomg to, be out there o

v Yhid front, in the Erenches, you'd better do i

Or get out!”
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By Pamela Zekman
and Lynn Sweet

_ A {ederal grand jury has subpenaed re-,

eords of one abortion elinic and-two referral
services that have al-
legedly exchanged il-
legal kickbacks [or
public-aid patients.
The kickback
scheme was uncov-
ered during a five-
month investigation
by The Sun-Times
and Betier Govern-
ment Assn. into dan-
gerous medical prac-
tices and fraud by
some abortion clinics
and referral agencies.
The subpenas were
issued more than one
week ago to the Chicago Loop Mediclinic,
316 N. Michigan, and to the competing abor-
tion hotl lines run by twin sisters, Victoria
Lynn Sanders and Valerie McCuliough.

THIS WEEK SANDERS and McCullough
also received subpenas from the llinois At-
torney General's office concerning consum-
er-f[raud violations,

While working under cover, 1nvestlgators
discovered that the Loop clinic pays the
twins and at least six other referral agencies
kickbacks of §45 to $60 for every public-aid
patient who buys an abortion.

Federa! law prohibits any person from
_ piving or receiving kickbacks for Medicaid
service. Those convicted of breaking that
law face fines of up to $25,000 and prison
terms of up to five years.

MEANWHILE, J. TERRENCE Brunner,
BGA executjve director, said the state will
pay more than §1 million in Medicaid funds
this* year 1o doctors suspended from the
Medicaid program, to doctors who over-
charge and to clinics who exchange kick-
backs for public-aid patients.

“It is clear,” Brunner said, “that Ulinois
taxpayers are publiely subsidizing (raud and
the worst kind of physical abuses in the
Michigan Av. abortion clinics.”

Brunner said the public aid department
paid $3.1 miliion last year for abortions per-
formed in Illinois clinics and hospitals,

THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

Reaclion

AT A PRESS CONFERENCE at the BGA
offices, 230 N. Michigan, Brunner criticized
the Illinois Department of Public Health for

not conducting adegquaie inspections of abor-
tion clinics.

*Public bealth (officials) sat on their rear
ends,” he said.

While stopping short of calling for the res-
ignation of top public health officials, Brun-
ner said Gov. Thompson should “'get people
in there who can get thmgs done. Sure, it's a
tough job. But women's lives and health are
in danger every day.”

Brunner added that he was disappointed in
the response of the medical community,
which *‘hasn’t done a doggone thing" to dis-
cipline doctors mentioned in The Sun-Times
series.

BRUNNER recommended that: .

» Thompson appeint an official to collect
and disseminate information-on-abortion ser-
vices. And, the public health depariment
should consider giving grants to nonprofil
agencies who distribute information on abor-
lion services.

» Operataors of abortion clini¢s and referral
agencies who engage in fraudulent practices
should be prosecuted.

e Referral agencies should not be allowed
lo operate on a [or-profit basis..

Brunner, who has supervised dozens of in-
vestigations during the last several years,
said he has never seen an investigation spark
such strong reaction as this one.

IN ANOTHER development, a proposed
ordinance calling for the restrictions on
abortions was called unconstitutional at a
debate sponsored by the City Club of
Chicago.

“Women are duped into having abor-
tions,” said Marvin 1. Weinberger, president

‘It is clear that lllinois taxpayers
are publicly subsidizing fraud and
the worst kind of physical abuses in
the Michigan Av. abortion clinics.’

of Citizens for Informed Consent, represent-
ing the anti-abortion side, Weinberger ied a
suecessful campaign for adoption of a similar
restrictive ordinance in Akron, Ohio.

Calling the proposed ordinance, sponsored
by Ald. Edward M. Burke (14th), a “truth-in-
abortion act,” Weinberger, a law student,
‘said a woman's choice “is only free il it is
informed."” )

LoisJ. Lipton, a staff attorney for the 1i-

SEE SRR U ARG
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BGA UNDERCOVER invesﬂgqtor Julia Rockler, hired as a counselor o! Vdlerie McCullough's
hot line, wos told to use “a posifive oppraach” in talking ta callers. “lt's not Do you want d
fermination?’ but 'When do you wont a terminaiion?’ *

nois division of the American Civil Liberties
Union, responded by calling Burke's proposal
unconstitutional, “This city and every other
government bedy in the U.S is [orbidden to
interfere with women’s lives,”

WEINBERGER, COMMENTING on Sun-
Times reports that 12 women died from
abortions in Hlinois between 1973 and 1978,
looked at Lipton and charged, “It's your
fault 12 women died. We are practica! ideal-
ists. We are oul to change the law. You're

1 9
arguing law and I'm arguing justice.”

Lipton replied, "“Twelve deaths are les:
than when women had to seek a back-alley
abortion.”

The ordinance would require a woman 1¢
certify in writing that she has read informa.
tion about alternatives to abortion, and i
would. call for the approval of the woman's
husband, or if she was a minor, her parents
Also, a woman considering an abortior
would have 1o view photographs ‘of ar
aborted: relus

By Karen Koshner
and Lillian Williams

Dr. Arnold Bickham, owner of two unlicensed abortion
clinics in Hlinois, Monday lost battles in three courts.
In separate actions:

e U.S. District Court Judge John
Powers Crowley reaffirmed his deci-
sion to tet the Circuit Court hear a
case on the constitutionality of state
laws poverning abortion clinics. He
also dismissed part of a suit Bickham
filed two years ago challenging the
jurisdiction of the Department of
Public Health to inspect and regulate

THE ABORTION

“his clinic, Water Tower Reproductive

Center, Ltd., 840 N, Michigan.

PROFITEERS Michigan
. @ Circuit Court Judge Richard L. Cur-
Reacﬂan ry refused to grant the Water Tower

clinic an injunction to allow it to re-
open while the Circuit Court reviews
the state's decnsron to revoke its license,

© Chief, Judge c‘:J_i'_t_h_el(:Jrgrrli'n_z}ll Court Richard J. Fitzgerald or-,

AR s .

[ A

, . attention, Mallinga, changed the ‘ﬁgure,tn 12.)
ey ey TR H . oy b PRI L

dered the Water Tower clinic to turn over records on Sherry
Emry, who died after an incomplete abortion at the center,
to the Cook County grand jury. Fitzgerald also ordered the
clinic to surrender documents on about 30 other patients.

A second count in the suit before Crowley that accuses the

- state of racial discimination against Bickham is still pending.

THE WATER TOWER CLINIC was closed two years ago
because it did not have a license to operate. The clinic later
obtained a license, but it was revoked on Oct. 11 because
public health inspectors sald Bickham had barred them from

his clinic since November, 1977. The clinic continued to op-

erate without a license until Nov. 13 when, following Sun-
Times disclosures that Bickham was performing abortions
despite the revocation, it was ordered closed by a Circuit
Court judge.

Also during the hearing before Curry, an administrator at
the Summit Medical Center, 850 W. 103rd, which Bickham
also owns, said that Dr. Steven Mallinga, who performed

abortions at Summit and Water Tower, was fired by Bick-.

ham last Friday.

Better Government Assn. mvestagator Mindy Trossman
testified that Mallinga had noted on the chart of one.patient
that she was 14 weeks pregnant. When it was called to his

N
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IN CRIMINAL COURT, Fitzgerald ruled that Water
Towel will have to turn over the records in the case of Emry
because the Cook County state's attorney has a waiver from
the dead woman's estate which gives up the doctor-patnent
rejationship.

In another courtroom, Circuit Court Judge Franc:s T. De-

"laney extended a temporary restraining order untit Dec. 7 to

prohibit the Summit clinic {from performing abortions. Sum<
mit was ordered closed Nov. 15 by Delaney because 1t did
not have a license to perform abortions.

In another development, Tanya Kroetz med a suit in Cir-
cuit Court seeking $20,000 [or a “negligently, carelesqu and

-improperly performed™ abortion .on July & at Biogenetics,

Ltd., 520 N. Michigan.

On another front, the Hiinois Department of Regxstratmn
and Education is setting up a hot line to receive complaints
ahout abortion clinics, Gov. Thompson announced.

People with abortion-clinic complaints can call 312/341-
9822, Monday through Friday from 8 a.m, to 6 p.m. A toll-
free number is expected to be ﬂvarlable within a week, a
state spokesman said.

Specific complaints will be investigated by state employes
as part of a crackdown ordered by Thompson following Sun-
Times and BGA disclosures of dangerous medical care in
four chhigan Ay. chmcs. i L
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By Charles N. Wheeler il
and G. Robert Hillman

Sun-Times Bureau

SPRINGFIELD, Ul.—The chairman of the Illinois State
Medical Society Tuesday biamed the state for poor condi-
tions in abortion clinics.

Testifying before a special Senate
subcommittee examining some of the
aportion abuses uncovered recently
by The Sun-Times and the Better
Government Assn., Dr. Robert Hart-
man, chairman of the medical soci-
ety’s board of directors, urged the
state Departments of Public Health
and of Registration and Education to

e better enforce the laws regulati
?ﬁE ABORTION . i ws  regulating

abortion clinics and doctors.

PROFITEERS " “We have witnessed a travesty,”
- Hartmaon said, refering to the abuses.
Reaction “There has been a failure of atl the

mechanisms designed to protect the
publie.”
Hartman urgued that his society should not be blamed.
“There is a myth that the medical society, or the profes-
slon, is in some- way responsible for allowing this situation
to exist,” he said. “But I must polnt out that the Illinois State
Medical Society is a voluntary association of members of the
medical professmn. It Is not a licensing agency, nor is it a
police force.”
Policing the-profession, he said, lies with the Department
of Repistration and Educat:on, which licenses and disciplines
doctors.

. “THE REMEDY, lt seems to us,” he testifiad, “is not in
Imore legislation and more regulations, but more carefu! ag-
tention to the preparation of (disciplinary) cases for court,
more strict adherence to and the enforcement of our present
safeguard standards, and speedy hearings and decisions re-
garding possible improprieties or violations.

-Hartman was one of about dozen witnesses who showed
up here to testify before the subcommittes, chaired by Sen.

Cupyr&ght, 1979, The Chicaga 5un -Times;, 3un-Times Photo by Perry C. Riddle

JOHN SEPLAK, administrator of the Chicago Loap Mediclinic, 316 N.. Michigan, said it was _
business a3 usual at his clinic two weeks afier do'nagirg relevations in The Sun-Times.

JULIANME FELKNER, BGA i
vestigator whe worked unde
covar in the Michigon Avenu

LeRoy W. Lemke (D-Chicago). Three of the others ware Dr.
Paul 3. Peterson, director of pubtic health; Joan G. Ander-
son, director of repistration and education, and Arthur F,
Quern, director of public aid. Most of the rest represented
various anti-abortioo® organizations.

Lemke, himself an outspoken opponent of abortion, was
named to chair the special Senate subcommittee by Sen,
Richard M. Daley (D-Chicago), the chairman of one of the
Senate's two judiciary commitiees.

Ostensibly, Lemke’s panel was {ormed to hear testimony
on a bill sponsored by Daley to require abertion counselors
to be licensed by the-state. However, Lemke has used the op-
pnrtunity as a platform for right-to-life groups.

NEARLY A DOZEN civil rights and women’s organiza-
tions boycotted Tuesday's hearing here because, they

By Pamela Zekman
‘and Karen Koshner

PROFITEERS
- Reaclion

propriate medications.

State authorities are investigating reports
that employes at a South Side abortion clinic
nave been ordered to
alter patient records
that document dan-
gserous medical prac-
tices, it was learned

claim they were or-

= Jw dered to falsify rec-

g ords of abortion pa-
THE ABORTION tients dating back at
least six months for
whoin the clinic al-
legedly had failed to
record accurate labo-
ratory results and ap- tors.

.Medicol Cenler, 30 5. Mich
gan, peers into the clinic's re
covery room, where patient
-are handed o lollipop (from jo
in foreground) to aid the pro
cess.

Sun-Times Phats Dy Percy €. Rigdle
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charged Lemke was bemg unfair,

*We believe that the subcommittee’s true purpose is
complelely eliminate the availability of safe, medical abo.
tions,” the groups said in a prepared statement, noting th:
five of the six senators on the subcommittee are outspoke
foes of abortion.

Before the subcommittee met here Tuesday, Lemke calle
for a vote in the Senate a resplution he is sponsoring thi
calls for a federal constitutional convention to amend th
Coastitution to ban abortions. The resolution fell two vote:
short of the 3G needed for adoption, but Lemke used a parlia
mentary maneuver to keep it alive for another vote.

In the House on Tuesday, Rep. Eugenia S. Chapman (D-Ar-
lington Heights) introduced two bills aimed at tightening
state regulations for abortion clinics and a third measure
seeking a 350,000 supplemiental appropriatise - pay for it.

Reproductive Center, 840 N. "Michigan.,
which he also owns.

The firings came one day after Bickham
lost court battles that would have permitted
Water Tower Reproductive to stay open
while he appeals the revocation of the clin-
ic's license.

State .investigators have been demanding
access tp patient medical records in Bick-
ham's clinics for their inquiry into possible

Wednesday. dlscnplmary action apainst him and physi-
According to cians working on his staff.
sources, employes ALTERATIONS OF medical files could re-

sult in charges of obstruction of justice, ac-
cording to attorneys for the Illinois
Department of Registration and Education
and the Department of Law Enforcemeant.

Employes from both clinics have described
to The Sun-Times abuses they said they wit-
nessed at both of Bickham’s clinics and are
co-operating with state licensing investiga-

Meanwhile, it was business as usual

The clinic, the Summit Medicali Center,
850 W. 103d, was orderad hy a court Nov,
I5 to stop performing abortions, following
Sun-Times disclosures that its state licenss
application, pending since July, had not been
approved.

OFFICIALS OF THE [llinois Department
of Public Health concedad that the clinic
never had been inspected for license approv-
al. Officials said there was at least a six-
month delay in such inspections because of
an overworked staff.

Employes reported the Summit clinic had
been doing about 10 abortions a day during
the week and ps many as 25 abortions on
Saturdays.

Dr. Arnold Bickham, Summit owner, re-
portedly has fired some of the clinic's em-
ployes who he suspected were answering
questions from state investigators.

It hind been learned Tuesday that Bickham
fired all of his employes at the Water Tower

Wednesday in two clinics where Sun-Times
and Betfter Government Assn. investigators
worked under cover.

Abortions: continued to be performed at
Biogenetics Ltd., 520 N. Michigan, and at
Chicago Loop Mediclinic, 316 N. Michigan.

Biogenetics owner Clifford Josefik said
that “business Is fine' and has been “basical-
ly* unchanged by The Sun-Times series.

Josefik said state investipators had visited
his clinic several times and that he was co-
operating fully.

John Seplak, administrator of Chicago
Loop, said his attorneys had advised him not
to talk to The Sun-Times, but he told a re-
porter: “I'd love to talk to you.”

A third clinic, Michigan Avenue Medica!
Center, 30 §. Michigan, was closed, as usual,
on Wednesday, and a clinic employe said
owner Dr, Regalado Florendo was not in.

The employe said that although clinic
business was “nrot bad,” it had been adverse-
Iy affected by the publicity.of the. series.
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‘If we wanled io
see Bickham, it
would have fo be

: | - in ihe cperating
THE ABORTION f00m.’
FROFITEERS

By Lynn Sweet

Sun-Times Corresgondent

INDIANAPCLIS—DBright tinsel Christmas
garlands decorate Dr. Arnold Bickham’s unii-
censed abortion clinic here, where it was
buciness as usual Thurzday. .

Behind doors wrapped with ribbon and
paper to resemble giant holiday gift pack-
ages, Biogenetics Inc., on Indianapolis’ north
side, operates despite many violalions noted
in a three-page report writlen by an inspec-
{or for the Indiana State Board of Health,

Bickham, whose two Chicago abortion
clinics were shut down within the last
month, Thursday walked into an operaling
room at Biogenetics In Indianapelis prepared
to perform an ahortion.

“She’s in the best hands. She’s petting the
pest care available,” clinic administralor
Harvey P. Jefferson assured a ‘‘worried”
Sun-Times photographer, Jim Frost.

THE SUN-TIMES sent a reporter, posing
as a pregnant woman, and a photographer to
Indianapolis in the wake of danperous medi-
cal practices in Chicapo abortion clinics dis-
closed by The Sun-Times and the Detler
Government Assn. The couple had arranged
by phone two days earlier for a $150 abor-
tion at the clinic. Armed with a urine sample
ol a pregnant woman, the two showed up at
the clinic to see it in operation and to inter-
view "Bickham.

DBickham previausly declined 1o comment
or answer questions about his three ahortion
clinics in two slates,

And, as with his two closed Chicago clin-
ies—which are fighting legal clashes with I1-
linois authorities—the Indianapolis abortion
Jacility Bickham started in August is pearing
for a baltle with Indiana oificials.

In the lotest development, the Indiana
Etate Baard of Healih has turned over iis re-
port on alieged violations by Biogenelics to
the Indizna atlorney peneral.

Bickham's present legal problems are not
Lis Tirst tangles with Indiana authorities.
Lale County (Indizna) Coroner Albert Wil-

SUN-TIMES reperier Lynn Sweet {second from righl) ond phetog-
repher Jim Frost, posing os a pregnant wife ond her husbend, listen

lardo Jr. said Bickham failed o respond to a
subpena requesting his appearance during a
March inquest in the death of a Hammond
{(Ind.) woman, Sherry Emry, 26.

In March, Willarde ruled that Emry had
died of a ruplured fallopian tube “resulting
from (an) incomplele abortion” at Waler
Tower Reproductive Center Lid, 840 N,
Michigan, a Bickham clinic. - .

BIOGENETICS OCCUPIES a plush suite

that takes up the entire [ifth floor of a mod-
ern Indianapolis office building. There is no
known connection between the Indiana Bio-
genelics clinic and Biogenetics Lid., 520 N.
Michigan, o clinic also investigated in the se-
ries.

Like his Watler Tower Reproductive Cen-
ter, Bickham’s indianapolis clinic is richly
and tastefully decorated. -Numbered prints
and lithographs hang on the wall. Comlort-
ahle orange and while sealing unils are at-
tractively arranged in the reception room.
Selt, soothing mugic plays from unobtrusive
speakers. The smaller counseling rooms also
are gatiractively furnished.

Thursday is a long, husy day in the clinic,
when i1 is vpen until 7 p.m. It also is one of
lwo days that Bickham, 41, who lives on
Chicago’s South Shore, works in the Indiana-
polis clinic. By 1:30 p.m., abortion counselors

S

chartian {odility,

had talked to 12 women seeking 10 end their
pregnancies. Eight more women were ex-
pected by nightfail.

The “pregnant” Sun-Times reporier and
her “friend"” ashed 1o see Bickham before the

_abortion was to be performed, but that is

something the doctor won’t do. Clinic admin-
istrator Jefferson said it would be “too up-
setting” io all concerned. 1f we wanted to
see Bickham, it would have to be in an oper-
aling room.

The operating room has an orange exam-
ining table with chrome stirrup cups that
support the feet. There's another orange
chair in a corner, surgical equipment on an-
cther side of the small, square room, and pa-
per powns and packets of pauze stacked
apainst a wall. Tan curtains shield sunlight
streaming in the floor-to-ceiling windows.

THE NURSE insists that the patient un-
dress from the waist down or else the doctor
wouid not even come into the room.

Bichham, dressed in a turquoise surgical
scrub suit, enters and motions to the “pa-
tient™ to put her [eet in the slirrups. Bul
when the reporter identified herself, Bick-
ham refused to answer questions aboul his
abortion clinics and walked out of the oper-
aling room.

Bickham applied jor an Indiana license in
-July, bul when an Indiuna State Board of

Capyrighl, 1970, The Chicage Sun-Times; Sun-Times Pheto by Jim Fres!
to o clinic empleye i Dr. Amold Bickham's unlicensed Indianopolis
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Health inspeclor visited the clinic, she found
apparent violations that filled three pages.
Discrepancies included too few scrub-up
sinks, improper storage of narcotics and no
documentation that two staff doclors were
Jegally authorized in Indiana to perform the
procedures.

Also, a report filed by the inspeclor cited
that the clinic did not employ at least one
medical lahoratory technician as required,
lissue specimens were not examined and
there was no arrangement with a nearby,
blood banh. .

Bickham was notified of the violations and’
he responded by asking that his license ap-
plicalion be disregarded.

THE HEALTH BOARD turned the maiter
over to the state altorney general's office,
which is awaiting the outcome of three other
cases against unjicensed abortion clinies. The
question is whether the state has authority
to license and regulate abortion clinics and
the matter is just as unclear in Indiana as it
is in Illinois. The court aclions are in pretrial
slapges. .

Eickham has been cited in The Sun-Times®
series for, among olher abortion abuses, not
completing pathology reports as required by
law and performing abortions on women
who were.nol pregnant. ‘ )

Meanwhile, in Indianapolis, Biogenetics
continues 1o perform abertions,

By Ellen Warren

Sun-Times Bureou

WASHINGTON—The head of the WMinois
Department of Public Aid, stung hy federal
accusations thal the slate improperly hilled .
the government for $1 million in Medicaid
abortions, demanded Thursday that those
tharges he withdrawn.

In a letter to Health, Education and Wel-
are Sec. Joseph A. Califano Ir., Public Aid
Yirector Arthur P. Quern accused HEW of
irresponsible™ behavior in bringing the
barges and of “blatant disregard for the in-
iprity” of audit procedures that led to the
iitial accusations, .

Eight days ago, Califano, in a letier io
ov. Thompson, accused the public aid de-
riment of improperly asking for, and re-
iving, more than $1 million in federal Med-

lid funds for .abortions performed on poor
ymen,

CALIFANO said HEW had paid out the
ney for 12,600 abortions not eligible for
eral {funding under the stringent eriteria

of the Medicaid abortion funding program.

Quern, in his letter to Califano on Thurs-
day, said releasing findings of a preliminary
audit was “a new low in federal-state rela-
tionships and is an unprecedented injury to
the critically important audit relationship.™

Quern’s letler also praised The Sun-Times
for its “serious, thorough and professional
journalism™ in a series deiaiting how Chica-
gu aportion profiteers maim wonien in thesr
pursuit of sometimes illegal profits from
a#bortion mills.

Quern said he feared that Califano's
charges would “effect. . . intellipent dehate
over ithe issues raised by The Sun-Times arti-
cles.”

“} REQUEST that the (Califano) letter be
withdrawn,” Quern wrote, explaining that
the ulleged overbilling to the federal govern-
ment for Medicaid abortions arose because of
i Chicago federal court order requiring the
state to pay the full cost of abortions for
poor women.

Quern said his office has repeatedly ashed

HEW 1o advise the state how that court or-
der affected federal reimbursement Tor state-
{unded Medicaid abortions, but that HEW
did nol reply until Nov. 16—only a few days
hefore the Califano charges against the pub-
lic aid department were made public.

“Mr. Secrefary, you cannotl expect us to
accept this,” Quern said of the charges, not-
ing, “you have been placed in a position
where it will be difficult to admil mistakes.”

H the charges are nol withdrawn, Quern
asked that, al the very least, he. be granted a
meeting with HEW's inspector general and a
copy of the preliminary audit documents that
led o the accusalions.

AT ISSUE in the contreversy are the pro-
visions of the “Hyde Amendment” to the
HEW budget which, sirice Aug. 4, 1977, have
prohibited federal sponding for Medicaid

abortions except whed strict criteria are
met,

The 12,600 abortios In question—per-
formed in Illinols bet Been Aug 10, 1977,

and June 30, 1976—apparently do not meet
thuse criteria and thus the state is not eligi-
ble for lederal reimbursement.

Because of an “inadequate” reimburse-
ment procedure, which will be changed next
year, HEW aiready has paid the $1 million in
“improper” public aid abortion billings, but
intends o gel the money bach, a HEW
spokesman said,

Quern has maintained that the siate was
required {o follow a puzzling bureaucratic
procedure that forces it to bill the federal
government for questionable abortions and
have those bills rejected to reach the poing
“where the process provided for an issue to
bhe argued.”. '

HEW declined immediate comment on the
Quern letter,

Califano bas been under pressure from
anti-abortion congressmen {o monitor care-
fully federal spending for abortions. last
February, he ordered HEW audits of pay-
ment procedures in 12 big gtates, but only 1I-

linois findings have reachesd the preliminary
stage,
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By Ellen Warren

Sun-Times Bureau

WASHINGTON—Three Illinois congress-
men Friday called for an immediate congres-
' sional investigation
of widespread abor-
tion fraud and medi-
cal abuses detailed
recently in The Chi-
cago Sun-Times.
Citing the docu-
mented findings. of a
five-month investiga-
tion by The Sun-
‘Times and the Better

THE ABORTION Government Assn.
PROEITEERS that women were
killed and severely

ﬂeacﬁon injured in abortions

performed by profi-
teering doctors, the
congressmen asked for immediate hearings
to consider legislation against the abuses,
“l was stunned, just absolutely stunned at
the terrible treatment that women were re-
ceiving and the ripoff of the government
that was occurring by some of these people,”
said Rep. Edward R. Madigan (R-1iL.), He and
Representatives Philip M. Crane {(R) and
Marty Russo (D) called for the investigation.

Their concerns were outlined in a letter

Friday to Rep. Harley Q. Stappers (D-W.
Va.), chairman of the Interstate and Foreign
Commerce Committee, which has jurisdic-
tion in such health matters.

THEY WROTE: “The investigation’s find-
ings have been documented in a series of ar-
ticles that appeared in The Sun-Times last
week, Among the findings were the discov-
ery of abortion procedures performed on
women who were not pregnant and others
pericrmed on women more than 12 weeks
pregnant; the disclosure that many women
have suffered severe internal injuries and
that -12 wotnen have died because of unster-
ile ciinic conditions and poor clinical post-op-
erative care; that incompetent and unquali-
fied doctors were performing abortions; that
-charts recording the vital signs of patients
had been falsified and that deiiberate Inaccu-
raite pregnancy determination testing was
‘being conducted to solicit abortions.”

"“The Sun-Times disclosed the prominent
use of Medicaid cards to pay for abortions at
these Chicago clinics. One Chicago abortion-
ist received over $792,000 in 1974 alone,”
the letter said.

Noting that “these problems are not limit-
ad to Chicago or the state of Illinois,” the
:ongressmen asked Staggers to set hearings
)efore his committee's  subcommitteer on
tealth or its subcommittee on oversight and
nvestigations in an effort to  determine
vhether legislation or regulations are neces-
ary “to eliminate frand and medical abuses”
uch as those detailed by The Sun-Times.

STAGGERS, REACHED by telephone at
is West Virginia home, said he would con-
1lt the congressmen next week in Washing-
»n, He said that if there are abuses, “we'll
artainly take a serious look at it.”
Though Madigan is opposed to abortion,
e said his view would not color any Iegisla-
on that might be forthcoming from the pro-
ased hearings.
“The federal government has a responsi-
lity to protect the public health,’” he said.
.egislation that I would favor would re-
\ire certain standards to be met by certain
ople performing these abortions, standards
lating to their competency, standards relat-
?'to sanitary conditions and inspections to
sure that these standards are being tnel.
“1 am aware of the Supreme Court deci-
n (legalizing abortion). 1 believe that if
ortions are being performed that the pro-
lure should be performed in a profession-
sanitary and competent way.”
Referring -to doctors highlighted in The
n-Times series, Madigan said that “1 don't
+ how people could be receiving worse
atment than from the hands of these par-
dar butchers.”

zs,'{

AT WLINOIS MASONIC Hospital, adminis-
trotar Tom J. Leitermon soys some em-
ployes refuse to become involved with
obortion potients.

By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick

At many of Chicago's hospitals, the moral
controversy over abortion has not subsided.

And the reluc-
tance of some hos-
pitais to help wom-
en with unwanted
pregnancies and the
refusal of others to
even perform abor-
tions has caused
many women (o

THE ABORTION (10% "
PROFITEERS Of 90 Chicago

. area hospitals sur-
_Analysis veyed by The Sun-
‘Timgs and the Beiter Government Assa.,
only 26 perform abortions. And just 10 of
those perform abortions on women more
than 12 weeks pregnant.

Although almost six years have elapsed
since abortion was legalized by the U.S. Su-
preme Court, most women here must rely on
the multimillion-do{lar abortion industry
whose clinics by law can perform abortions
only during the [irst 12 weeks of pregnancy.

In past weeks, this newspaper has pub-
lished findings of a five-month investigation
by the BGA and The Sun-Times into hazard-
ous conditions found in four Chicago abor-
tion clinics where prolits count more than
patients. -

Those four clinics, the investigation found,
accounted [or one of every three abortions
performed in the state last year. In fact, ac-
cording to state health statistics, 81 per cent
ol all abortions in lllinois since 1973 wecre
performed in clinics.

ONE REASON FOR the clinics' popularity
is their ability to offer lower prices than
hospitals, but the investipation also found

another: Many hospitals are trying to avoid

the abortion limelight.

Seven hospital administrators were so
frightened by the issue that when asked,
they refused to even say whether their facili-
ties performed abortions.

And even the hospitals that do perform
abortions are often shy about discussing
their abortion services publicly. As one hos-
pital administrator put it, “We do it, but we
don’t want any publicity about it. The less
said the better. E:.'en when we get good pub-

PATIENTS close to the 20-week pregnancy
cutolf get moved up an the list, reports Dr.
Jahn J. Barlon at llinois Mosonic. “'Others
don’t appreciate getting bumped.”

8

licity about our work, it creates afl kinds of
problems.”

The problems may cost the hospital mon-
ey-—money from anti-abortion benefactors.
Anti-abortion pickets may appear on hospital

.prounds. Or worse, hospital workers may

simply turn their bacis on the medical needs
of abortion patients. .
But at least three hospitals have overcome

such obstacles to continue to give women *

the safe ahortions they demand.

AT ILLINOIS MASONIC Hospital, for ex-
ample, administrators discovered by . 1975
that they had to isolate their abortion service
fram the rest of the hospital hecause of the
refusal by some hospital staffers to become
involved in any aspect of tbe procedure.

According to lllinois Masonic administra-
tor Tom J. Leiterman, some hospital workers
refused to.administer intravenous fluids to
abortion patients or even transport the wom-
en from room to room. “Jjust like the popula-
tion at large, everyone in the hospital had
personal feelings about abortion and we had
to deal with that,” he said.

At Cook County Hospital, which performs
about 4,000 abortions a year—more abor-
tions than any other hospital in the state—
there also were strong feelings surrounding
the pregnancy-termination unit.

But, said Dr. Uwe Freese, chairman of
County's gynecology division, “We all recog-
nize that abortions are here to stay. As a
public institution, we can’t avoid becoming
involved.”

Even so, the hospital limits the number of
second trimester abortions {12 to 24 weeks)
it perforims to about three a week. And the
hospital’s concession to perform any “late”
abortions at all was not voluntary; it was
court-ordered.

" DOCTORS AND administrators at both [l-

linpis Masonic and Cook County Hopsital—
as well as at Michae! Reese Hospital—com-
plain that they are doing more than their- fair
share of the city's hospital abortions.

“1 wish there were more hospitals doing
ft. There is a real need for it,” said Steve
Drucker, an administrator at Michae! Reese,
which performs about 1,500 abortions a
vear, second only to Cook County.

Drucker said that since The Sun-Times be-
gan publishing its Abortion Profiteers series,
his hospital has had an increased demand for
abortions, The wait for a first trimester

St;m;;r‘lrn:s Pholos bl\; Party C Riddie.
“WE ALL RECOGNIZE that obortions are
here to stay,” soys Dr. Uwe Freeze at
Cook County Haspital, “As a public institu-
tion, we can’t avoid becoming involved.”

abortion is now at least a week. And, he
added, “It's getting worse."”

Michael Reese now performs about eight
abortions a day on women up to 12 weeks
pregnant. Earlier this year, the hospital was
averaging about six such procedures a day.
The hospital also performs about eight abor-
tions on women 16 to 20 weeks pregnant.

Recognizing the special demand for second
trimester abortions, which cannot be per-
formed outside a hospital, [llinois Masonic
performs more pan 80 such procedures a
month. V.

ALL THREL HOSPITALS are struggling
lo keep pace with the demand for abortions.
At Cook County, “it's [first come, first
served,” Freese said. “We take as many as
we're able to and try to get referrals for the
others.” He could not say how many “oth-
ers”’ the bospital turns away.

At Illinois Masonic, there is a waiting list
for abortion patients. “Those patients who
are close to the 20-week cutoff may get
moved up on the list quickly so we can help
them before it's too late,”" said Dr. John J.

Barton, chief of the hospital’s department of

obstetrics and gynecology. “'1 know the oth-
ers don't appreciate getting bumped once
they have made this very difficult decision.”

Although the cost of a hospital abortion
ranges from 350 to 5350 more than the cost
ol Chicago's cheapest clinic abortions, the
hospital procedures often include such extras
as chest X-rays, and other diagnostic ser-
vices, oo

At Cook County Hospital, for example,
very young abortion patients are automati-
cally enrolled in a special reproductive biol-
ogy clinic to monitor the possible effects of
their abortions on future fertility.

And, because the patient is already in a
hospital, there is the built-in benefit of so-
phisticated medical facilities in the event of
complications from hospital abortions.

EVEN 50, DOCTORS at Michael Reese,
County County and lllinocis Masonic agree
that [irst-trimester abortions can be per-
formed salely and compassionately in clinics.
And they add, in most cases, that s where
they should be performed,

“There are good clinics in this city where
women can go,” one doctor said. “Besides, if
we did as many abortions as we do deliv-
eries of babies, we -would have real difficul-
ties with our board and our staff.”
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By Pamela Zekman
and Karen Koshner

The director of the Illinois Public Health Department con-
ceded Monday that his agency “might have been more ag-
gressive™ in investigating abortion clinics, but defended the
over-all regulation of medical facilities,

Testifying before an Iilinois House Human Resources sub-
committee hearing on abortion clinics, Dr. Paul {). Peterson
said, “T think it {s possible that the
department might have been more
aggressive in the way It pursued
some of the clinics where we were
finding that there were marginal
practices.”

State Rep. Eugenia S, Chapman (D-
Arlington Heights), responded, “It
_ disappoints me that you say that you
o might have been more aggressive. 1
THE ABORTION would hope that you would have said

PROEITEERS you should have been a lot more ag-
. gressive and that you are going to do
Reaction something.”” She has introduced legis-

lation to curb some of the abuses un-
covered in The Sun-Times and Better Government Assn. in-
vestigation of abortion clinics,

PETERSON REPLIED, “A great deal has been done and
certainly a lot more will be done. I do feel that there are
problems and certain changes should be made.”

Peterson defended his department’s inspectors as *‘dilligent
in the way they reviewed records.” He said they spent three
to four hours inspecting clinics and they used the proper pro-
fesgional procedures.

Although he pointed out that there are only six inspectors
to cover the entire state, Peterson said, “I am not willing to
admit that we have been irresponsible in the way inspections
have been made.”

Dr. Arnold Bickham, the ownrer of two Chicago abortion
clinics, challenged the authority of the state to regulate clin-
ics, claiming the regulations are unconstitutional and fail to

b

TESTIEYING before the Winois House Human Resources sub-
committee hearing on abartion clinics Manday, Illinois State
“Medical Saciely chairman Dr. Robert Hortman (left) blamed
medical abuses occurring in abertion clinics on the failure of
state regulatory agencies. State Rep. Eugenio 5. Chapman

ensure good medical care. Both clinics are prohibited from
performing abortions as a result of Bickham's refusal to ag-
mit state health inspectors.

“It is a. mistake to treat abortions differently from any
other medical procedure,” Bickham said.

IN A TWO-WEEK series, The Sun-Times disclosed that
Bickham performs abortions on women with negative preg-
nancy tests, fails to order legally required pathology reports
on removed tissue and employs ungualified personnel who
falsify routine test resuits,

Appearing cool and unruffled, Bickham read a prepared
statement hefore the subcommittee defending his record as a
physician and attacking the state’s abortion law as “interfer-
ing with a4 woman's right to consult with her doctor and her
decision to have an abortion.”

Bickham said physiclans should be permitted to perform
abortions in their private offices and that regulation should
be left up to the Ilinois Department of Registration and Edu-
cation, which, he said, shouid employ additional inspectors to
“monitor the conduct of health professionals.”

In his statement, Biclkkham claimed that most of the news-
paper disclosures about his practices were “‘untrue, taken out
of context, innuendo, and mallcious.” But he failed to re-
spond to any of the specific allegations except to deny re-
ports of “large profits" at the Water Tower Reproductive
Center Ltd., 840 N. Michigan.

INVESTIGATIONS ARE pending by the Cook County
state's altorney and the U.S. attorney and Bickham declined
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The Better Government Assn. called Tues-
day for the resignation of Illinois' public-
health chief and one
of his top deputies,
charging that the
state agency has
“failed miserably” in
protecting the lives

(D-Aflingtan Heights) (right), expressed disappointment
the-admitted lack of aggressiveness on fhie part of the Pul
Health Department. Seated next to Chapman is the comn
tee chdirmon, Rep. Michas! Holewinski (D-Chicago). (&
Times Photos by Richard Derk}

to answer any questions by the legislators on advice o
attorneys.

Bickham accused the state of "reacting to sensation:
in newspapers,” in its announced crackdown on aho
clinics. “That sensationalism has been designed to sell n
papers and assist in building esteem for individual repo:
who are muckrakers and exponents of yellow journalis
its very worst,” . .

Also testifying before the subcommittee was Dr. Ro
Hartman, lllinois State Medical Soclety chairman,
blamed medical abuses ocecurring in abortion clinies on
failure of state regulatory agencies.

Calling the Medical Disciplinary Board, set up by the
partment of Registration and Education, “stultified,” H
man accused department director Joan G. Anderson
“wrongfully interpreting the law and the powers of
medical advisory board.”

HARTMAN SAID that proper inspections have not i
conducted, that there has been no communication amg
state agencies and that the courts have Interfered with
the mechanisms designed to protect the public. =

In response to Hartman's allegations, Anderson testifi
1 cannot speak on specific cases because I am not willing
jeopardize pending investigations, but T can say I do not {
lieve the department has been inacceptably dilatory in {i
vestigating complaints against physicians.)”

Anderson said since the published stories, the departme
has employed six full-time investigators, four lawyers and
special assistant to pursue the allegatiofis, which have be
given*the highest priority.” . :

i'

DURING A FIVE-MONTR undercover i
vestigation of some of Chicogo's busic
abortion clinics, The Sun-Times and B(
documented dangerous medical practices a
conditions and identified- a number of ah
tion-related deaths unknown to state heal
officials. : .

At Monday's subcommittee hearing, Pet
son defended his department’s regulation
state medical facilities, Including abort
clinics. “I am not willlng to admit that -

Please deliver the daily and Sunday Sun-Times to my home at the regular
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of women seeking le-
gal abortions.

The BGA asked
Gov. Thompson to
fire his 3$44,000-a-
year public-health di-
rector, Dr. Paul Q.
Peterson, and his
$35,000-a-year depu-
ty, Dr. Patricla No-
lan, if the two do not
resign their posts voluntarily,

Thompson declined to comment on the

THE ABORTION
PROFITEERS

Reaction

" Name Phone __ BGA demand but said he is reviewing the
Address M Apt. performance of all department. heads.
City /State __ Zip L Petérsen, appointed when Thompson took

office, testified Monday before an Illinois
House Human Resources subcommittee con-
sidering legisiative remedies to abuses in the
abortion business disclosed in The Sun-Times
Abortion Profiteers series, -

have been irresponsible in the way [clin
inspections have been made,” Peterson t
the committee. :

Yet, the BGA executive director, J. T
rence Brunner, called Peterson's defense
the department "“untenable” and “duml
Brunner said the state offigials’ *unwillir
ness to accept the fact that they have r
done the job" makes them unqualified
lead “the aggressive attack' needed to cu
clinic abuses. K

The Department of Public Health is !
only linois agency with the power to reg
late and monitor the quallty of health care
the state’s two dozen abortion clinics. B
The Sun-Times and BGA investigati
showed, the department’s regulation of the
clinics is so slipshod that at least two clini

were permitted to operatg without va
stale licenses. :
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By Pamela Zekman
and Karen Koshner

The medical license of a Detroit abortion-
ist who gets patients from two Chicago-area
referral agencies was ordered suspended for
a year by the Michigan Board of Medicine, it
was learned Thursday.

In another development, the Lake County
{Indiana) coroner announced he is investigat-
ing the death Wednesday of a two-hour-old
baby whose mother reportedly had an abor-
tion In a Gary clinic.

Coroner Albert Willardo, who previously
guestioned the care received by an Indiana
woman who died after an Incomplete abor-
tion at a Chicago clinic, nlso demanded that
Indiann nuthorities investigate abortion fa-
cilities in that state In light of the infant's
death.

* *1f we are going te be criticial of the clin«
ics in Chicago, we better take a good look at
the clinics here,” Willarde said,

THE MICHIGAN board acted on one of
several complaints pending against Dr. Jo-
seph W. Rucker in which he was accused of
attempting to perform an illegal abortion in

By Karen Koshner

Circuit Court Judge Francis T. Delaney Is-
sued a permanent Injuction Wednesday pro-
hibiting a South Side
clinic owned by Dr.
Arnold Bickham from
performing abortions.

The order was
agreed to by Bick-
ham’s attorney, who
claimed that the-
Summit Medical Cen-
ter, 850 W. 1034,
had never performed
abortions.

PROFITEERS Summit applied for
- o license from the ll-
feaction linois Department of

Public Health Ilast
July. The Sun-Times
and Better Government Assn. learned from
patients and employes that the clinic was
routinely performing abortlons even though
8 had never even been inspected by the

Sun-Times
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his clinlc on a 14-year-old girl who was sev-
en months pregnant, The sixth-grader began
hemorrhaging during the abortion and was
laken to a hospital for treatment.

A few days later she gave birth to a baby
girl. A piece of scalp about the size of a 50-
cenf piece was missing, according to the
complalnt.

Michigan law requires that abortions on
women over 14 weeks pregnant be per-
formed In a hospital.

In addition to the suspension, the Michigan
board ordered that Rucker, a general practi-
tioner and 1958 graduate of the University
~of Michigan Medical School, take an addi-
“tional 50 hours of training in obstetrics and
gynecology.

Rucker has been battling Michigan medi-
cal authorities since 1976, when the attorney
general's office lodged the first of many
complaints against him. His history of al-
leged medical abuses in performing abortions
was described in The Sun-Times and Better
Government Assn. Investigation on the Abor-
tion Profiteers.

THE COMPLAINTS cover the treatment
of six additional wormen, including two from

state, much less granted a license.

SOPHIA HALL, an attorney representing
Bickham, told reporters after the court hear-
ing that In agreeing to the injunction, her cli-
ent s, in effect, acknowledging that present
state laws prevent him from performing
pbortions without a license.

However, she said, Bickham will continue
to challenge the constitutionality of that
state Taw in court action involving a second
clinic he owns, Water Tower Reproductive
Center, 840 N. Michigan

That clinic, where an undercover BGA in-

vestigator documented dangerous medical
practices disclosed in The Sun-Times' Abor-
tion Profiteers series, also lLas been closed.

Halil said that the Water Tower Reproduc-
tive court cases are “ripe” for a hearing and
that she planned to ask U.S. District Court
Judge John Powers Crowley Thursday for a
temporary restraining order to permit the
Water Tower clinic to perforin abortions
pending a decision on the constitutionality of
the law.

Insensitive to abuses

With evidence spelled out for him that
sore abortion clinics brutalize and exploit
women, you'd expect the man who runs the
Nlinois Public Health Department to lead the
charge to stop such health abuses.

Not Dr. Paul Q. Peterson. His testimony
Monday at & House subcomnmittee hearing on
abortions showed that he intends to do very
little.

That means Gov. Thompson should replace
Peterson. The job is no place for bureaucrats
insensitive to women's agonies, exposed by
The Sun-Times and the Better Government
Assn. in the Abortion Profiteers series.

Thompson also should replace Peterson's
leputy director, Dr. Pairicia Nolan. She, too,
nderestimated all along what was needed to
-egulate dutpatient abortlon clinics.

Instead of attacking practices that threat-
m women's safety, Peterson attacked the
1ews stories as exaggerated.

Though spme clinics apparently operated

on nonpregnant women, among other outs
rages, Peterson still defended his inspectors
as "diligent in the way they reviewed re-
cords."

Peterson's view that it's “possible” his de-
partment “might have been more agressive"
led state Rep, Eugenia S. Chapman (D-Ar-
tington Heights) to appropriately respond, “I
would hope you would have said you should
have heen a lot more aggressive,,.."

Thompson quickly set up a task force on
clinlc wrongdoing. Other officials—the state
attorney generai, the U.S. attorney and the
Cook County state's attorney, among them—
also acted with necessary apggressiveness.

Even if top heaith officials might be ex-
cused for past errors, they must show firm
determination to prevent further suffering.

When they don't, they give Thompson no
excuse for-not finding repiacemments who
will make administrative changes that are so
obviously needed.

*

‘A few days lat-
er she gave birth
to a baby girl. A
piece of scalp

. about the size of

THE ABORTION @ 50-cent piece
'PROFITEERS Was missing.

Iliinois. All but two of these patients suf-
fered [Incomplete abortions,-according to the
state charges. Two had perforated uteri, one
had o lacerated cervix and another required
a hysterectomy, according to the charges.

The Sun-Times and BGA investigation un-
covered evidence in a new case now under
investigation by the Michigan atiorney gen-
eral's office. It involves an abortion Rucker
performed in July on a Jollet woman sent to
him by a Chicago referral agency.

Thie woman and her fiance described in
The Sun-Times series how she endured treat-
ment for post-abortion complications while,
Rucker’s dog roamed the procedure room
sniffing and licking blood from the floor.
Rucker has denied that he permitted a dog in
the procedure room.

Rucker operates a clinic named for his fa-
ther at 17300 Schaefer In Detroit. The Sun-
Times series reported that for fees of §50 to
$100, the American Women's Center, 6770
N. Lincoln, Lincolnwood, and the Family
Counseling abortion service, 4747 W. Peter-
son, have referred to Rucker Illinois women
in their second trimester who are unable to
get sbortions in Ililnois clinics. Illinois law
permits clinic abortions only up to the 12th
week of pregnancy.

CORONER WILLARDO said he will ask
Lake County prosecutors, Planned Parent-
hood and Indiana Right to Life groups to co-
operate in an investigation ‘‘to make sure
professional standards are being applied by
Indiana abortion clinfcs.”

The inguiry is needed, he said, because hi:
investigation indicates that a 3l-year-olc
woman who was six months pregnant un
derwent a saline abortion Dec. 4 at a Gary
clinic. Two days later she gave birth by Cae
sarean section at a Hobart (Ind.) bospital to a
one-pound, 4-ounce, foot-long boy. The baby
lived {wo hours, Willardo sald. The mother
Is still being treated at .the hospital.

Willardo said he believes Indiana law pro.
hibits clinies from performing second trimes-
ter abortions, but suggested the clinic may
have made an honest mistake in estimating
Lhe woman's length of pregnancy.

“We are not saying at this peint that the
clinic did anything wrong,"” he said. “But In

my eyes this is not good medicai practice

and we should look Into just how prevalent
such things are in Indiana.”

Willardo's previous criticism of the treat-
ment glven to a woman who died after an
abortion at the Water Tower Reproductive
Center, 840 N. Michigan, was reported in
The Sun-Times series. Sherry Emry died
from hemorrhaging due to an undetected ec-
topic pregnancy five days after she had an
abortion. Water Tower owner Dr. Arnold
Bickham failed to respond to Willardo's sub-'
pena for him to appear at the Emry inquest,

IN ANOTHER development, a federal
court judge declined to hear a8 motion filed
by Bickham's lawyers Thursday seeking an
injuction to keep the Water Tower clinic
open pending Circuit Court action. A Circuit
Court judge earlier had refused to grant the
clinic an injuction because of & potentia}
harm to the health of the clinic's patients,

U.S. District Court Judge John Powers
Crowley dismissed the motion, claiming that
the law states attorneys may request a mo-
tion to reconsider only once. Crowley denied
a similar motion Nov. 27.

Crowley indicated again that he would
like to hear the case, if the procedural mat-
ters could be straightened ouf, and advised
the clinlc's lawyers to appeal the decision.

Attorneys for the clinic sald they would
fila an appeal with the U.S, Court of Ap-
peals. '

ABORTION
QUICKIES

ING.
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The real abortion



By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick

The chaplain whose search {or competent
abortionists circled the globe. The physician
who led the first national debate on ending
all abortion laws.

The attorney who filed the suit that first
legalized abortion in IMinois. The feminist
"~ with a conseience—

but no medical de-
~ gree—who per-

formed dozens of
abortions in friends’

hedrooms.
Together, they
and others like

them pioneered the

THE ABORTION

way for legalized
abortion in Illinois.
PROEITEERS In the course of

the investigation of
Background chicapo's lepalized

abortion trade, The
Sun-Times and Better Government Assn.
documented how, in four Michigan Av. abor-
tion mills, the Ideals the pioneers fought so
-hard to achleve have been subverted by
abortion proflteers.

WHILE THEY WERE shocked and sad-
dened by the disclosures of hazardous medi-
cal care in some city abortion clinics, these
four pioneers told The Sun-Times that the
fight for safe, legal abortions must go on. It
must be waped on many fronts, they said,
and it must involve state regulatory agencies
as well as doctors, clinic owners and women
themselves.

-] -] -]

In 1968, four vears before the U.S. Su-
preme Court legalized abortion, Spencer Par-
sons, dean of the Rockefeller Memorial
Chapel at the University of Chlcago, helped
establish a group of clergy members to coun-
sel women with unwanted pregnancies.

The group offictally became the Ilfinois
“Clergy Consultation Service in 1970. By
then, law enforcement officials estimate, as
many as 50,000 illegal abortions were being
performed every year In Cook County. But
many of those abortions were dangerons
back-room procedures.

Parsons and about 65 other clergynten in
llinois became an integral part of a national,
and then international, network. The consul-
tation service sent women to abortion clinics
in Mexico, London, Tekyo and Puerto Rico.
After 1970, it was able to send some women
to New York and Kansas where abortions
were legal.

FROM 1969 until 1973, Parsons estimates,
the clergymen counseled 15,000 women with
“problem pregnancies.”

“We simply investipated where it was
possible to procure abortions,” Parsons said.
The group made sure that the places they
sent women were safe by asking women to
report back on their experiences.

Now that abortions are legal, Parsons said,
“the state has to do a better job of regulating
and supervising the abortion clinics. I'd like
to see some consumer evaluation of patients’
experiences. .. .1 think in the old days, the
Clerpy Consultation Service had more feed-
back of the quality of care women were get-
ting than we have now."”

oL ] a9 [}

Syhille Fritzsche is the attorney who filed
the original suit that successfully challenged
linois abortion laws.

While the case she filed on hehalf of sev-
eral “Jane Does” and four Chicago physi-
; cians succeeded in legalizing abortion for
only 10 days in January, 1571, it was the de-
cision in that case and others that the Su-
preme Court ratified two years later.

SHE BLAMES the state for what has nap-
pened since. “The state cen regulate medical
procedures {for] cleanliness, sterilization, Ii-
censed personnel. But llinois has really ahdi-
cated a lot of its responsibilitv by not ear-
marking funds for proper [inspections] of
abortion clinics.”

Fritzsche said she was most concerned by
findings that some Chicago clinics perform
abortions without providing counseling and
birth-control information to their patients.

“It seems some of these clinics discourage
birth control to get more customers. Birth-
control counseling should be mandetory.

a -] a
Dr. Lonny Myers now is a part owner of a
Chicago clinic that performs abortions. She
opened the clinic to do vasectomies. “We
starting scheduling abortions because people
were begging us to. . . . We didn’L get in this
for profits,” she said.

Myers, who was instrumental in getting
the state health department to distribute
birth-control information, helped bring to-
gether the nation's first conference on abor-
tion laws in 19G8. Later, she helped found
the National Abortion Rights Action League.

DESPITE PEACE offerings from others in
the medical profession—including abortions
for rape victims—Myers held out until 1973
for nothing less than total abolition of abor-
tion laws. “Our whole approach was birth
control first and abortion as a hackup,”
Myers said. “And why should Mrs. Jones
qualify for an abortion when Mrs. Smith
can't?

"“We kept asking, ‘What is the crime in
abortion?' Isn't it criminal to require a 13-
year-old girl—or any woman, for that mat-
ter—to become a parent?”

Myers, a physician for inore than Lwo dec-
ades, now says:

"“We don't need any more laws. We need a
good reliable clearinghouse of information
where women can go to find out which clin-
ics are safe. ..."

Q -] -]

In the late 1960s, a group of feminists got
together to provide sympathetic counseling
to “sisters” troubled by pregnancy.

"“We were mostly students and house-
wives," said one member of the group,
which called itself JANE. They found people
who they believed performed safe, albeit il-
legal, ahortions and allowed these abortion-
ists to use rooms in JANE members’ homes
to do the procedures.

EVENTUALLY, they began assisting the
abortionists during the procedures. By .the
early 1870s, JANE women were doing the
abortions themselves. From 1969 to 1973, a
JANE member estimated, the women helped
10,000 women ohtain illegal abortions.

By 1972, she said, "There were about 30
of us assisting or doing abortions. We dis-
covered we could lower the price of an abor-
tion, which was $500 for the abortionist, to
just $100 if we did it ourselves,

“We always had backup doctors, our own
gynecologists usually, whom we could call if
ihere were any complications,” she said.

Based on the JANE experience, she says
she believes paramedics could, and probably
should, do most first trimester abortions.
"The costs of having doctors do them are far
too high, and when you have doctors who
are just doing abortions for- the profit, and
not because of any great concern for wom-
en's rights and health, you risk the problems
of the profiteers."”

Sun~Times
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In the last three weeks, The Sun-Times
has taken its readers inside Chicago's abor-
tion racket, a cynical
blend of brutality and
greed. It carefully do-
cumented how cer-
tain clinics exploit
vulnerable women,
ignore their suffer-
ing, scoff al medical

ethics and pursue a N (z
singte goal: more dol- THE ABORTION
lars. Our series con- PROFITEERS

cluded, amid de-
mands for reform, some promising first steps
toward assuring safe, compassionate care.
Much difficult work remains. And one ques-
tion cries out for an answer: How could it
have happened?

For many decades women endured the
risk and agony of back-alley butchers. Once
aborlion became legal, within certain limits,
didn’t it occur to state health and licensing
agencies that the profiteers would attempt
new styles of exploitation? Apparently it
never did, until reporters Pamela Zelkman
and Pamela Warrick, with Better Govern-

Abortion abuse: The viclim

ment Assn. investigatars, expased the |
rars at four Chicago abortion mills.

Did leaders of the medical profession }
not so much as a whisper about abuses—
cluding at teast 12 reported deaths—at th
clinics? Could the president of the Chic
Medica! Sociely have been serious when
said, after the reports began, there was *
urgency” in the problem?

Answers from medical authorities inch
*“lack of funds,” “lack of personnel,” “Ia
of power” to act-—all true, unfortunate
yel not necessarily the complete truth, -

Could there be ancther reason, rooted
antipathy toward abortion—and, perha
antipathy toward women “careless” enou
to acquire an unwanted pregnancy? Wh
used to be called “women's problem
haven't always had first-class attention i
physicians, That era is ending, but it to
the medical profession a long time to reco
nize the problem. Are the Abortion Proj
teers an ugly vestige of that sexist mind-se

In the editorials that follow, we'll sho
what the series has accomplished so far, an
what remains to be done to help stop abo
tion abuses.

.. . Some speedy reactions

A lot has happened since The Sun-Times

and the Better Government Assn. exposed
the exploitation of women at four Chicago
abortion clinics. Illinois officials have swung
into action. Fewer women face abortion mis-
treatment thanks to steps like these:
® One of the Michigan Av. clinics whose
ahuses were revealed in our series was
closed. S50 was another elinic owned by the
same persomn.
& Gov, Thompson sel up a special task force
to secl out wrongdoing at some clinics, an
action that we hope will bring about such
appropriate remedies as tighter enforcement
of existing regulations.

@ The Ilinois Department of Public Health
began investigating all four clinics spotlight-
ed in the series. Each one could lose its li-
cense to operate.

e The state Department of Registration and
Education is considering punitive action
against some doctors at the clinics. Also, Tor
the first time, the department has begun a
tetephone “hot line” (800-972-5563 and 341-
9822}, offering women a direct way to com-
plain about ahbortion-clinic misdeeds.

¢ The Chicago Medical Society formed a
committee to look at the problem. If one
purpose is to find ways for the profession to
warn the public against slipshod clinics, the
committee could be useful,

® The state attorney peneral is investigating
possible deception by two abortion referrat
agencies uncovered in the series.

@ The U.5. Attorney and Cook County stale’s
attorney have subpenaed three elinics’ re-
cords in an investigation of fraud and illega!
kickbacks.

o The Illinois Department of Public Aid is re-
viewing several ahortion cases that could
lead to prosecution for fraud.

¢ The governor's staff and legislative staffs
are drafting abortion-reform packages to at-
tack Abortion Profiteers, being careful not to
eurb a woman’s right to an abortion.

e Pro-choice advocates, alerted to the wild
outrages that have occurred—abortions on
nonpregnant women, for example—are put-
ting their influence behind sound proposals.

Such renewed efforts are necessary to re-
verse Illinois® tragically hiood-stained record
an abortion clinics.

. . . And further work

No one can doubt that the General Assem-
bly shares the blame for the anguished vic-
tims of abortion-for-profit clinics. As Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union lawyer Lois I
Lipton said, Illinois’ tangle of abortion laws
creates “legal disorder and confusion” in
which unethical practices can thrive.

There are obvious dangers in seeking new
abortion repulations. Abortion foes may try
to enact legislation that would deny women
a choice. But as The Sun-Times series made
increasingly clear, some clinics need further
regulation. And clinics perform more than 80
per cent of all legal abortions in lllinois.

The first requirement is fo upgrade en-
forcement, The state Department of Public
Health has too few qualified staff members
to conduct enough detailed Inspections. An
amendment to the state license law was
urged last week that would make clincis pay
a license fee such as hospitals now pay. The
income would help fund more inspections.
That’s an appropriate goal, as is a proposal
to mandate at least four inspections a year.

That same amendment also would set spe-
cific criteria for clinic operators, similiar to
those for nursing homes, to bar operators
who have criminal histories. And it would
raise the penalties for license wiolations,
among its other provisions,

Another sound idea to reduce abortion
abuses is to prevent doctors disqualified by
Medicaid in one facility from receiving Med-
icaid payments in another. Also being stud-
ied are ways to toughen anti-kickback rules
and to ensure proper pregnancy testing. And
an appropriations bill would give Public
Health more funds for extra staff.

Any new legislation should .be hoth re-
sponsible and restrained, limited to safe-
guards that can protect women from abor-
tion-mill brutalities like those uncovered by
our reporters and the BGA. .

But legislation is only part of the answer.
Though the medical profession Is unfortu-
nately limited in effective ways to rid itself
of unethical doctors, that gives medical
groups no excuse-to duck:their duty to do
more to expose Such men and wonien to
state agencies and the public.

What's mare, individual doctors and medi-
eal groups should encourape more hospitals
to provide abortion services. Only 26 of 90
Chicago area hospitals surveyed by The Sun-
Times perform abortions. .

There are safe abortion clinics, as our se-
ries showed. But unti! leglsiators revamp
some existing rules and carefully tighten
others; many women face exploitation, pain’
and even death ai abusive clinles. -
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_How readers responded to

Abortion Profiteers
Petty perpetrators
Public horror about those who have

turned the aborting of potential human life
into a conveyor belt for dellars testifies that
morality is very much alive and t(hese petiy
perpetrators for profit are going down in
disgrace,

»But might there not be another side to the
story? If women can treat potential human
life so cheaply, isn't there some cruel justice
in their lives being treated cheaply? Isn't the
problem not only a society where abortion
clinics have become filthy factories, but the
filthy factories that women have made of
themselves? Isn't the crime as much with the
woman who can befoul her womb and tben
run to a cheap clinic to correct the mishap,
as well as with the befouling that goes on in
these cheap clinics?

Isn’t the problem as much with those who
ignore the moral malaise of our society,
while concentrating on ugly but inevitable
consequences?

Rabbi Samuel H. Dresner
Moriah Congregation, Deerfield

Abortion and ethics

As a concerned clergyman in these days of
nwral and ethical upheaval, I commend your
newspaper for the outspoken stance you
have had lately on the abortion profiteers. f
have to believe that whatever remains of
moral fiber in our country will agree with
your expose.

To me, the whole abortion issue is central

‘to the totally unbiblical and non-Judaeo- |

Christian attitudes toward the sanctity and
wholeness of life that has taken Irom our
land the dignity and respect for the individ-
ual it once had.

At any rate, you have given me renewed
reason to hope in the fact that not all the
country is groveling around in the pits of
moral syncretism and existential despair.

The Rev. Paul Q. Bischoff, pastor
Blanchard Repad Alliance Church, Wheaton

A cruel vengeance

You.printed a letter from Rabbi Samue! H.
Dresner suggesting there is some sort of
*“crue! justice” [n the abortion mills. Perhaps
he feels that the hand of God is working lo
wreak vengeance on the luckless woman
“who can befoul her womb and then run to
a cheap clinic to correct the mishap.” If I did
not think that Rabbi Dresner was serious in
his contention, I might have passed over the
Yetter as merely a bit of sadistic humor.

If we take this argument at face’ value,
«N we not alse say that, if the Vietnam War
vere immoral, all those who died or were
«ppled in It were victims of a “cruel jus-
tlce™? After all, If everyone had refused to
g0, the war would have never happéned. The
slaughter of those killed in the war was as
senseless as the abuse of pregnant women in
these elinics. : :

What. Rabbl Dresner purports as cruel jus-
ice is merely cruel vengeance. It 'is ven-
jeance because he (and many others share
1s view) look at abortion as evil.

I drive a truck for a living, but I know
‘his much: No matter how much evil you see
n abortion, two wrongs still don't make a
ight. They never have and they never will,
As a learned man of the word of God, Rabbi
Jresuer, above all others, should realize this,

desPlaines

Comparsion a must

I want to express my indignation at the
etter- you published by Rabbi Samuel H.
Jresner describing abortion.

1, too, agree that there are better alterna-
ives to abortion, but to accuse women in
listress of making “filthy. factories" of
hemselves and that they “'befoul” their
vombs shows lack of understanding and
:qmpassion, ’

Does Rabb! Dresner believe that women
¥ho were raped or were abused as children

—. Paul Georgen

John Fischetti—

‘befouled their own wombs? Are young peo-

ple who lose control in a moment of passion
to be condemned forever in his eyes?

A clergyman without compassion may he
more dangerous to society than women in
distress.

Rabbi Joseph Tabachnik, West Suburban

Temple Har Zion, River Forest

Sick society

Rampant ripofis in the abortion indusiry
uncovered by The Sun-Times reflect but one
more illness of a materialistic soclety. Add
the other 49 states and the affliction that
plagues the nation becomes incurable.

When the late President Lyndon B, John-
son termed ours a “Great Soclety,” perhaps

unwittingly he was hiding what was even

then a “Sick Society.”
John B, Battistella, Westchester

Legislator acts on abortion

Congratulations—and thank you, Sun
Times. Once apain your investigative report-
ers have turned the spotlight on the over-
looked abuse in our society.

The expose of sadistic exploitation of des-
perate women in search of abortions by
greedy profiteers brought a shock realization
of the need for instant action. In response,
on Nov. 14 T introduced H.R. 3435 in the
General Assembly. Briefly, this proposal
urges the State Department of Public Health
to: increase the frequency of inspections of
abortion clinics, be sure these inspections are
unannounced and make public the results of
such surprise inspections.

The original point of legislation in Illinois
making abortion more accessible was to rec-
ognize that hundreds of women each year
were dying from the results of botched-up,
do-it-yourself or back-alley abortions. Li-
censing of clinics and regulation of proce-
dures were desired to ensure the health and
safety of women. Now the respens|ble agen-
cles must fulfill their obligation to crack
down at once to remedy the exposed abuses
and to close down immediately all clinlcs
that do not meet state standards.

Rep. Goudyloch (Giddy) Dyer (R-Hinsdale)

Enforce existing laws -

I am in total agreement with your editori-
al “Abortion speed, traps,” in which you call
for possible modification and strengthening
of existing rules ns well as thelr enforce-
ment, which has definitely lagged. You cite
the call for a constitutional convention as
one of the politiclans’ recent means to ald

the anti-abortion blitz by banning legal abor-

tions.
Such a convention would serve only to
limit further the rights of the individual and

may rot necessarily be limited to the ques-
tion of abortion, Once called, this convention
may go to any lengths the political body may
desire to further its own interests without
regard to the feeling and rights of the public
in general. _

We do not need laws to regulate morality,
nor do we need new laws passed just be-
cause the existing ones are not being en-
forced. If our state and local authorities do
their job in removing the legal offenders, and

Af newspapers such as The Sun-Times contin-

ue to disclose abuses that we ordinarily do
not hear, the politicos may find that the
abortion question will have to be left to the
individual, as our laws intended, and that
freedom of individual choice wiil always re-
mnain in our country as long as we do not in-
fringe on the rights of others.

Resa Abrams, Morton Grove

Stress abortion rights

I commend The Sun-Times and the Better
Government Assn. for a careful investigation
of the abortion situation in Chicago. As a
member of the board of directors of the Na-
tional Woman's Health Networl, I welcome
the exposure of those who reap monstrous

- profits from the pain and ncedless mutilation

of women. Your editorials have rightly
charged the State of Illinois with intolerable
regulatory disarray.

However, you would be providing an even
greater service if you pointed editorially to
the fact that one of the clear root causes of
this situation is the prolonged struggle over
an individual woman's right to decide when
and whether she will bear children. Know-
ing well that women have always found and
will always find a way to get abortions—
and with terrible mortality and mutilation of
the period of illegality only just behind us—
we have been distracted from the horrors of
the present situation by abstract debate.

While Congress debated the precise enti-
tlement of a rape victim on Medicaid to re-
ceive an abortion last summer, women were

'dying. The situation has become worse over

the past year. v
Horror at the results of your investigation
should stimulate a new drive to make access
to the choice of abortion an Inalienable right
of all women and to remove the profit mo-
tive from the delivery of vital health-care
services,
Jenny I{nauss, National Women's
Health Network, Evanston

‘Revocation isn’t enough

It's not enough to revoke the licenses of
the abortion profiteers. As Pamela Warrick
and Pamela Zekman report, such action
hasn't stopped these greedy, sadistic poseurs

_ in the past.

The clinics cited in the investigation
should be shut down and their operations
imprisoned for the physical and psychologi-
cal damage they've inflicted on thousands of
womern.

Magda Krance
Dollars vs, life

I commend The Sun-Times and the Better
Government Assn. for bringing out the-facts
about some abortion clinics in our city.

I am a woman, unmarried and I under-
stand all too well how awful it is to be preg-
nant and alone. I understand the fears and
anxiety, the uncertainty of the future when

faced with the possibility of an unwanted -

pregnancy. [ aiso know that in today's soci-
ety, il has become all too convenient to.take
the casy way out. -

It isn't easy to have a child when you.
don't want’it, when the man deserts you,
when you are unemployed, when you may
have been raped. It is not up to me to pass
judgment on thse women who clhioosg abor-
tion, however. Still, I am appalled and yet
not surprised that there are people Wwho
would exploit desperate women,

it is sad when people can’t think beyond
the dollar, when life means nothing but a
way to get rich. It is sad indeed that any hu-
man being cannot care enough about his fel-
low man that he or she cannot spend 15 min-
utes to just talk about alternatives and
explore a woman’s feelings at such a time
because it is not profitable.

I am sure that not all clinics are like this,
and I personally know physicians who do
care about their patients and are responsive
to their physical, spiritual and emotional
needs and are not making any profit. But for
those unscrupulous practitioners who would,.
I say that they should not be allowed to

tice medicine,
practice medicin . Gwen Whitley

Victimizing women

Thank you! I laud you series and the BGA
investigation on the abortion profiteers. The
medical men resonsible for victimizing
frightened women are a scourge to all of us
and a real threat to our plura]istic,sopi_ety._

The scandals we currently deplore were
far more commonplace before abortion was
legalized. Maternity mortality rates -soar
when abortion is illegal, abortions, unfortu-
nately, do not decrease. .

If we truly care about these victims, let us
enforce the current law and rid ourselves of
these “abortion mills,”" allowing the many
excellent clinics to continue serving the pub-
lic well in an unharrased manner.

Carol' R. Mullins, Evanston



